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Asset/Event Number 1

Asset/Event Name St John's Church: Church, Burial Ground and Carved Stones, Killean

Type of Asset/Event Church, Burial Ground and Carved Stones

Listing No./NRHE Number SM3030

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 169507

Northing 644572

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description The monument comprises the remains of the old parish church of Killean and its burial ground, 
which contains a variety of carved gravestones. A simple, unicameral church was erected here 
probably in the second half of the 12th century. It was extended by the addition of a chancel to 
the E in the early 13th century with an elaborate E window, and a N aisle was added during the 
15th century. The church was abandoned in 1770, but the N aisle was reused in the 19th 
century as the burial aisle of the MacDonalds of Largie. Evidence for this development 
sequence survives in the upstanding fabric of the building and further information is likely to 
be preserved beneath the ground. The church is approximately 25m long (E-W) by 13m wide 
(N-S). The burial aisle contains several fine 14th- to 15th-century tombstones of the Kintyre 
and Iona schools, as well as an early Christian cross-shaped stone. The burial ground contains a 
range of interesting 18th-to 19th-century gravestones, such as that commemorating Donald 
MacKinnon, who died in 1810, which depicts a man ploughing with a two-horse team. There is 
high potential for the presence of further archaeological remains and carved stones within the 
burial ground, possibly including evidence for the early phases of the church. The church is 
located on the W coast of Kintyre overlooking the Sound of Gigha at a height of around 10m 
above sea level. The monument was first scheduled in 1971, but the documentation did not 
meet modern standards: the present rescheduling rectifies this.

The area to be scheduled is irregular on plan to include the remains described above and an 
area around them within which evidence relating to the monument's construction, use and 
abandonment may survive, as shown in red on the accompanying map. The scheduling extends 
up to but does not include the stone boundary wall. Specifically excluded from the scheduling 
are any burial lairs in active use.

Statement of National Importance:
The monument is of national importance because of its inherent potential to make a significant 
addition to our understanding of the past, in particular the establishment and development of 
a parish church and burial ground from the 12th century to the later 18th century. The church, 
though roofless, is largely intact and survives as an impressive ruin retaining noteworthy 
architectural detail. The range of gravestones within and around the church, of various dates 
and some with fine carving detail, add to the importance of the monument. There is high 
potential for the survival of archaeological features and deposits within the burial ground and 
beneath the church spanning at least six centuries of religious worship and burial. The loss of 
the monument would significantly affect our ability to understand medieval and later church 
architecture and religious practice in Argyll and western Scotland.

Date and/or Period Medieval

Asset/Event Number 2

Asset/Event Name Beachmeanach, Enclosure 700m ESE of

Type of Asset/Event Enclosure
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Type of Asset/Event Enclosure

Listing No./NRHE Number SM3659

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 169528

Northing 642467

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description The monument comprises a prehistoric enclosure which is situated on a level terrace in the 
hillside 700m to the ESE of Beachmeanach farm.

The monument is circular in shape, consisting of a stony bank 0.5m high and 2.5m wide, 
enclosing an area approximately 25m in diameter. There is a gap in the bank on the SW, 
probably representing the original entrance.

The monument is being rescheduled because the original scheduling was wrongly located. The 
area now to to be scheduled is circular and measures 70m in diameter to include the enclosure 
and an area around in which associated remains are likely to survive, as marked in red on the 
accompanying map extract.

Statement of National Importance:
The monument is of national importance because it is a well-preserved example of a type of 
later prehistoric enclosed settlement which has the potential to increase considerably our 
understanding of later prehistoric domestic life and settlement architecture.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 3

Asset/Event Name Killean, Fort NE of

Type of Asset/Event Fort

Listing No./NRHE Number SM3179

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 170201

Northing 644780

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Some slight remains of a fort are situated about 800m NE of Killean House, and at a height of 
75m OD,at the edge of a gorge through which the Killean Burn runs. The defences have 
comprised three walls, the innermost of which encloses an oval area measuring 30.5m by 20m. 
At best this wall is represented by a mound of debris 2.4m thick and 1.0m high, but a few outer 
facing-stones are visible in situ on the E side. Although the second and third walls are 
fragmentary, the position of the entrance to the fort is marked by broad gaps in both, and by a 
corresponding gap in the innermost wall. The medial wall probably extended from edge to 
edge of the gorge, but the outer wall seems to have been simply a hornwork designed to give 
extra protection to the entrance. The interior of the fort is overgrown with trees and bushes. 
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1966.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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This small oval fortification is situated on the S edge of the gorge of the Killean Burn and 
measures only 30m from N to S by 20m transversely (0.05ha) within a wall reduced to little 
more than a thin band of rubble. A second wall lies concentrically on the NW quarter, where a 
third wall possibly formed a small annexe or hornwork outside a gap in the inner defences that 
probably marks the position of the entrance. The interior is featureless - Information from An 
Atlas of Hillforts of Great Britain and Ireland – 23 May 2016. Atlas of Hillforts SC2267

Asset/Event Number 4

Asset/Event Name Low Clachaig, Cup Marked Boulders 915m E of

Type of Asset/Event Rock Art

Listing No./NRHE Number SM4352

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 170441

Northing 640313

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description The boulder, which is now split, bears cup and ring marks on both halves. The larger part 
measures 2.4m by 2.1m and bears 54 cupmarks up to 0.1m in diameter and 0.38m deep. Three 
cups have single rings round them and three have double rings. Two pairs of cups are joined by 
short channels. The smaller half measures 2.4m by 1.5m and bears thirty nine cupmarks, six of 
which are surrounded by incomplete rings. The marks are somewhat weathered.

Kintyre contains one of the heaviest concentrations of cup and ring markings in Scotland. Most 
of them are on boulders on the hills overlooking the west coast. Within this spread there are 
occasional concentrations. In the concentration around Low Clachaig the boulders lie on the 
sides of small valleys to the north of the split boulder, and to the south they lie on a west-
pointing shoulder of ground. In all, eight boulders are known, in an area measuring roughly 
4km by 1km and triangular in shape with its point to the south.

Statement of National Importance:
The monument is of national importance because the cup and ring marks are the best example 
of their class in Kintyre. Nationally they fall below guardianship standard, but are exceptionally 
fine. The area in which they lie contains other cupmarked rocks and in addition to their 
intrinsic importance the Low Clachaig cupmarked boulders are of national importance as part 
of an extensive grouping on the W coast of Kintyre, and as part of a local group of some eight 
cup marked boulders.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 5

Asset/Event Name Garvalt, Dun 500m SW of

Type of Asset/Event Dun

Listing No./NRHE Number SM3740

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 171567

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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Easting 171567

Northing 638660

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description The monument comprises a later prehistoric or early historic dun with adjacent later remains 
including field banks and a possible kiln, sited on the hill slope N of the Barr Water, 500m SW 
of the ruined steading known as Garvalt.

The dun encloses an area approximately 6m in diameter, with walls of stone blocks. A later 
field bank adjoins the dun on the E, running at right angles to the slope. To the west of the dun 
is a substantial stone-built structure, possibly a corn-drying kiln. There are further remains of 
structures and enclosures in the vicinity of the dun, possibly remains of shielings or more 
permanent settlement.

The monument is being rescheduled because the original scheduling was wrongly sited. The 
area now to be scheduled measures 100m NNW-SSE by 100m, to include the dun and the later 
settlement and field system remains which survive around it, as shown in red on the 
accompanying map extract.

Statement of National Importance: 
The monument is of national importance because it is an example of a multi-period settlement 
complex which has the potential to increase considerably our understanding both of later 
prehistoric or early historic domestic life and settlement architecture, and of medieval or later 
rural domestic life and land use.

Asset/Event Number 6

Asset/Event Name Carragh an Talaidh, Chambered Cairn, Brackley

Type of Asset/Event Chambered Cairn

Listing No./NRHE Number SM189

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 179375

Northing 641876

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description The remains of a Clyde group chambered cairn which was excavated by J G Scott in 1952-3, the 
cairn material having been almost entirely removed between 1845 and 1930. At the time of 
excavation the remains were roughly square in plan, about 28ft across and 3ft in maximum 
height, the shape being due to ploughing. The cairn material is mainly boulders, now largely 
grass-covered. Since excavation the site has been partly filled in, but the main stones of the 
chamber and portal have been left visible. The entrance, facing east, is between two portal 
stones, 1ft 9ins apart, flanking a passage 3ft long. The north portal, a huge slab 9ft 4ins high by 
6ft 3ins wide, is the most prominent feature of the site. No trace of a forecourt facade was 
found. The excavation showed that the passage walls had been of dry-stone walling, but the 
two chambers, separated by a low septal slab, were formed of large slabs. The primary burial 
had been by inhumation in the sandy sub-soil, but this had been sealed and paved in 
preparation for the reception of a single Early Bronze Age cremation with grave-goods. After 
this burial a blocking of clay, containing boulders and stone slabs, was inserted into the 
chamber and passage and spread out fan-wise in front of the portals. The name 'Carragh an 

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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Talaidh', Pillar of the Soothing, presumably applies to the large portal into which at least two 
dozen nails and screws have been driven. Driving in a nail at midnight was formerly thought to 
be a cure for toothache.

The remains of this chambered cairn are as described and planned by the preceeding 
authorities. In the large portal slab, Carragh an Talaidh, are some small pit holes; presumably 
the nails and screws have long since rusted away.

Asset/Event Number 7

Asset/Event Name Grogport Old Manse, Dun 180m ENE of

Type of Asset/Event Dun

Listing No./NRHE Number SM3649

HER Number 54848

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 181190

Northing 643441

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description A dun is situated about 180m ENE of Grogport Old Manse on a rocky boss (9m OD) at the 
higher end of a ridge overlooking the shore of Kilbrannan Sound. The summit of the boss is 
uneven, and the NW and SE ends contain outcrops which rise some 1.2m and 2.4m 
respectively above a central hollow. At the NE corner of this hollow, a fissure in the rock opens 
into a narrow sloping cleft which leads into a cave, the mouth of which is at the base of the 
ridge. The dun wall clings to the edge of the boss and encloses an area measuring 12m by 
9.5m. Although the wall has been heavily robbed and no part of the inner face survives, long 
stretches of the lowest courses of the outer face remain in situ, and at the S corner it stands to 
a height of 0.8m in six courses. A gap in the middle of the SW side probably marks the site of 
the original entrance.

In 2004 this site was examined as part of the Coastal Zone Assessment Survey of Kintyre and 
the Isle of Arran (CFA Archaeology Ltd for HS, the Firth of Clyde Forum and the SCAPE Trust). 
The condition of the site was noted as 'Fair' and further action recommended by CFA 
Archaeology Ltd for this site is 'Nil'.

Grogport: Stone wall
Source: Fieldwalking
Date: 18th-20th C AD
Cressey, M. & Badger, S., 'Coastal Zone Assessment Survey: Kintyre & Isle of Arran', CFA 
Archaeology Ltd, 2004
Entered WoSAS (MO'H) 15/04/08

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 8

Asset/Event Name Sunadale, Dun 275m NE of

Type of Asset/Event Dun

Listing No./NRHE Number SM3643

HER Number

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 181440

Northing 645022

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description The monument consists of a small dun on a pillar of rock in dense woodland. The dun is 
defined by traces of a wall, which survives in places up to 3m in thickness. The wall on the SW 
stands to a height of 3 courses and an entrance is visible. Access to the entrance is up a steep 
slope to the W of the dun. The entrance is about 1m wide at its outer end and has door checks 
about halfway along its length. The interior of the dun is about 6m SE-NW by 4.5m SW-NE and 
is featureless.

The area to be scheduled measures 40m in diameter, to include the dun, the rock pillar on 
which it stands and an area around in which traces of activies associated with the occupation 
of the dun may survive.

Statement of National Importance:
The monument is of national importance for its potential contribution to an understanding of 
prehistoric defensive architecture. The dun will also contain important information on the 
domestic life and farming practices of those who built and lived within it.

Asset/Event Number 9

Asset/Event Name Glenacardoch, Dun 730m WNW of

Type of Asset/Event Dun

Listing No./NRHE Number SM3176

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 165942

Northing 637567

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description The monument comprises a prehistoric dun, a coastal defended settlement, likely to date to 
the Iron Age (between 500 BC and AD 500). It survives as a low, turf-covered, sub-oval wall, 
which encloses an area of approximately 15m by 10m. The dun occupies the summit of an 
isolated rock, some 5m in height, which stands on the seashore some 450m S of Glenacardoch 
Point in west Kintyre. The monument was first scheduled in 1972, but the documentation does 
not meet modern standards: the present rescheduling rectifies this.

The area to be scheduled is irregular on plan and is defined by base of the rock outcrop on 
which the monument is sited. The scheduled area includes the remains described above, an 
area around them within which evidence relating to the monument's construction, use and 
abandonment may survive, and adjoining land essential for the monument's support and 
preservation, as shown in red on the accompanying map.

Statement of National Importance:
Intrinsic characteristics-
The dun occupies the summit of a substantial rock outcrop on the coastal edge of west Kintyre. 

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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The rock itself provides strong natural protection, with sheer or overhanging sides on all but 
the SSE side, where access can be gained up a steep slope. This was probably where the 
entrance was sited. The enclosure walling is much reduced, but stands up to 1m high and is 3m 
wide in places, and can be traced around the summit. The interior is overgrown, but no 
features are visible. There has been a small landslip on the NE side, which may include 
occupation material deriving from the dun and its wall.

Overall, the footprint of the monument is intact and it survives in reasonably good condition, 
despite its exposed coastal location and the effects of a localised landslip. There is high 
potential for the survival of buried deposits and features beneath and beyond the wall and 
within the dun interior. Future examination of the dun could provide information about its 
date, form and construction, and investigation of the interior could contribute to our 
understanding of how it was used and how this may have changed over time. Buried artefacts 
and palaeoenvironmental evidence can contribute to our understanding of how people lived 
and worked, the extent and nature of trade and exchange, and the nature of the agricultural 
economy in this vicinity. The monument has the potential to contribute to our understanding 
of the nature of Iron Age settlement and the design and development of these small defended 
settlements.

Contextual characteristics-
This type of defended settlement characterises much of the coastal occupation of Argyll and 
Atlantic Scotland in later prehistory. Duns belong to a much broader category of later 
prehistoric defended settlement, which includes brochs, forts, crannogs, duns and hut circles. 
Altogether, over 500 later prehistoric settlements are known in Argyll. It is believed that duns 
represent the remains of the living spaces of small groups or single families. They are largely a 
coastal phenomenon and they tend to be located on locally high ground, along prominent 
coastal routes or within easy reach of the coast, as in this case.

This example is interesting because of its position on top of an isolated rock at the high water 
mark, where it must have been particularly exposed, both to the elements and to seafarers 
travelling along this coast. It clearly favours a seaward outlook and was undoubtedly visible 
from the sea, despite its low altitude. Defence and visibility were evidently primary factors for 
the selection of this location. The dun may have formed part of a network of similar sites along 
this coastline, some of which would have been inter-visible: the dun at Dun Ach'na h-Atha, for 
example, is located less than 2km to the NE, and Dun Sheallaidh less than 3km to the SSE. This 
monument has high potential to contribute to our understanding of the Iron Age occupation of 
Kintyre and further afield.

National Importance-
This monument is of national importance because it has an inherent potential to make a 
significant addition to our understanding of the past, in particular, the design and construction 
of later prehistoric, small defended settlements in western Scotland and their place in the 
wider economy and society. There is good potential for well-preserved archaeological remains 
surviving within and immediately outside the dun. These buried remains can tell us much 
about the people who built and lived in the settlement and the connections they had with 
other groups. The loss of the monument would significantly diminish our future ability to 
appreciate and understand the occupation of Argyll in the later prehistoric and early historic 
periods.

Asset/Event Number 10

Asset/Event Name Barlea, Standing Stone & Cairn

Type of Asset/Event Standing Stone; Cairn

Listing No./NRHE Number SM178

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 166168

Northing 637084

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Standing Stone. This stone (D Colville 1930) is situated 18.5m S of the cairn (NR63NE 24) at the 
N edge of a field overlooking the Allt an Fhraoich from a height of 15m OD. Standing 1.8m in 
height, it measures 1.2m by 0.3m at the base, with the longer axis aligned NNE and SSW and 
rises with a gradual taper to a fairly level top, where the breadth is 0.6m and the thickness 
0.2m.

This cairn is situated close to a standing stone (NR63NE 18) at the northern edge of a cultivated 
field; it overlooks the left bank of the Allt an Fraoich from a height of 15m OD. As it exists 
today, the cairn takes the form of a low mound of stones which covers an area measuring 
about 21.5m by 7.5m and its present size may be to some extent due to the dumping of stones 
cleared from the adjacent field. A number of large boulders are visible round the E arc of the 
perimeter and may be part of an original kerb. Approximately in the centre of the cairn there 
are two large slabs, each measuring about 1.2m in length and 0.23m in thickness; one of them 
is set on edge and projects 0.3m above ground, while the other is lying flat. Near the edge of 
the cairn there is a third slab, measuring 0.76m both in length and breadth and 0.3m in 
thickness. These three slabs evidently belonged to a cist which was discovered in the cairn 
many years ago.

Asset/Event Number 11

Asset/Event Name Dun Ach'na h-Atha

Type of Asset/Event Dun

Listing No./NRHE Number SM3226

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 167382

Northing 638678

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Dun, Dun Ach'na h-Atha. This dun is situated on the brink of a cliff overlooking the S end of the 
Muasdale machair from a height of 30m OD. It appears to have been oval on plan and to have 
measured about 15m by 13.5m internally, but stone-robbing has reduced the wall to a thick 
band of rubble which is spread to a width of 6m. A considerable stretch of the outer face of the 
wall, for which large boulders are employed, protrudes through the debris on the S; for the 
most part only the lowest course survives, but in a few places the wall stands to a height of 
1.1m in three courses. The entrance, which faces E, is 0.9m in width. The outer corner-stone 
on the S side of the passageway is still in situ,and a single facing-stone is visible on the N side.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 12

Asset/Event Name Carragh Muasdale, Standing Stone 225m N of South Muasdale

Type of Asset/Event Standing Stone

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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Listing No./NRHE Number SM188

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 167926

Northing 639150

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Standing Stone. On a ridge of arable ground there is a prominent standing stone incorporated 
in a stone wall. It measures 1.0m by 0.5m at the base and 3.0m in height; the longer axis is 
aligned N and S. The sides rise almost vertically to a height of 2.4m before curving inwards to a 
rounded top.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 13

Asset/Event Name Dun Domhnuill, Dun 70m NNE of Seafield

Type of Asset/Event Dun

Listing No./NRHE Number SM3092

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 168152

Northing 640868

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description The monument comprises a prehistoric defended settlement of a type known as a dun, likely 
to date to the Iron Age (between 500 BC and AD 500). The dun survives as a low, roughly oval-
shaped enclosure, with traces of internal features. It measures approximately 15m NW-SE by 
7.5m transversely, with its entrance and approach from the SW side. It occupies the higher 
ground of a substantial, locally distinctive knoll, at around 15m above sea level, in an area of 
mixed rough grazing and unimproved land. It is located on the coastal strip of west Kintyre, 
between the shoreline some 50m to the W and a N-S trending ridge which rises immediately E 
of the dun. The monument was first scheduled in 1971, but the documentation does not meet 
modern standards: the present rescheduling rectifies this.

The area to be scheduled is irregular on plan and is defined by the base of the rock outcrop on 
which the monument is sited, and includes an area extending W and SW of the outcrop. The 
scheduled area includes the remains described above, an area around them within which 
evidence relating to the monument's construction, use and abandonment may survive, and 
adjoining land essential for the monument's support and preservation, as shown in red on the 
accompanying map. Specifically excluded from the scheduling are the above-ground elements 
of a post-and-wire fence and a drystone wall to the immediate N of the outcrop, to allow for 
their maintenance.

Statement of National Importance:
Intrinsic characteristics-
The dun enclosure occupies most of the summit of a substantial rock outcrop. The outcrop is a 
naturally defensive location with steep or sheer sides to the N and E, but more sloping ground 
to the S and W, where the approach and entrance to the dun is likely to have been. The outline 
of the enclosure wall is clearly discernible beneath the turf and vegetation cover, together with 

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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intermittent traces of the outer and inner faces. Around the SW and parts of the W side, 
however, the edge of the knoll has collapsed, taking with it part of the wall; this debris is likely 
to contain displaced archaeological material from the construction and use of the dun. The 
interior of the dun is uneven, but the low outline of a sub-rectangular structure, measuring 
approximately 5.5m by 3m, has been recorded previously, which may be a secondary feature.

Overall, the footprint of the monument is intact and it survives in reasonably good condition, 
despite the relatively slight appearance of the perimeter wall and its partial collapse. There is 
high potential for the survival of buried deposits and features beneath and beyond the wall 
and within the dun interior. Future examination of the dun could provide detailed information 
about its date, form and construction, and investigation of the interior could contribute to our 
understanding of how it was used and how this may have changed over time. Buried artefacts 
and palaeoenvironmental evidence can contribute to our understanding of how people lived 
and worked, the extent and nature of trade and exchange, and the nature of the agricultural 
economy. The monument has the potential to contribute to our understanding of the nature 
of Iron Age settlement and the design and development of this type of prehistoric defended 
enclosure.

Contextual characteristics-
This type of defended settlement characterises much of the coastal occupation of Argyll and 
Atlantic Scotland in later prehistory. They belong to a much broader category of later 
prehistoric settlement, which includes brochs, forts, crannogs, duns and hut circles. Altogether, 
over 500 later prehistoric settlements are known in Argyll. It is believed that duns represent 
the remains of the living spaces of small groups or single families. They are largely a coastal 
phenomenon and tend to be located on locally high ground, along prominent coastal routes or 
within easy reach of the coast, as in this case.

This example is interesting because of its position right on the west coast of Kintyre, with a 
seaward outlook and clearly visible from the sea. Combined with its prominent knoll-top 
position, this suggests that defence and visibility were chief among the factors which 
determined its siting here, rather than proximity to agricultural land, for instance. Dun 
Domhnuill is one of a series of duns along this coast, with at least another four recorded within 
less than 2.5km to the N and S. They may have formed part of a network of broadly similar 
intervisible sites along the coastline. Dun Domhnuill has high potential to contribute to our 
understanding of the Iron Age settlement of Kintyre and further afield.

National Importance-
This monument is of national importance because it has an inherent potential to make a 
significant addition to our understanding of the past, in particular, the design and construction 
of later prehistoric, small defended settlements in western Scotland, and their place in the 
wider economy and society. There is good potential for well-preserved archaeological remains 
surviving within and immediately outside the dun. These buried remains can tell us much 
about the people who built and lived in the settlement and the connections they had with 
other groups. The loss of the monument would significantly diminish our future ability to 
appreciate and understand the occupation of Argyll in the later prehistoric and early historic 
periods.

Asset/Event Number 14

Asset/Event Name Red Cove, Dun 215m N of Beachmenach

Type of Asset/Event Dun

Listing No./NRHE Number SM3291

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 168851

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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Northing 642969

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description The monument comprises a prehistoric dun likely to date to the Iron Age (between 500 BC and 
AD 500), together with a shallow cave at the base of the rock on which the dun is sited. The 
dun survives as the remains of a low, turf-covered wall enclosing an oval area measuring 
around 15m NE to SW by 9m transversely. It is situated on the coastal strip of west Kintyre at 
15m above sea level, on the summit of a distinctive knoll of red sandstone, which rises to a 
height of 4.5m above the surrounding coastal plain. The rock is located on the shoreline in an 
area of rough grazing and scrub, and is connected to higher ground on the E by a narrow col. 
The monument was first scheduled in 1973, but the documentation does not meet modern 
standards: the present rescheduling rectifies this.

The area to be scheduled is irregular on plan, defined by the base of the rock on which the 
monument is sited. The scheduled area includes the remains described above and an area 
around them within which evidence relating to the monument's construction, use and 
abandonment may survive, as shown in red on the accompanying map. Specifically excluded 
from the scheduling are the above-ground elements of an electricity transmission support 
pole, an associated cable and a wooden fence that closes off the cave in the W side of the 
rock, to allow for their maintenance.

Statement of National Importance:
Intrinsic characteristics-
The dun occupies the summit of a prominent knoll which has steep or sheer sides on all but its 
NE side, where the approach and entrance may have been located. Traces of walling are visible 
around the E, N and S of the summit in the form of a band of rubble and boulders, and some 
external facing-stones can be seen on the W side. The low outline of a secondary sub-
rectangular building is visible in the interior. Otherwise, the interior is uneven and without 
visible features. Given the exposed setting of the dun, it is likely that soil erosion has taken 
place on the knoll which suggests that occupation and midden material is likely to have been 
dispersed on the approach slope and at the foot of the knoll.

A shallow cave occurs at the base of the W side of the knoll, measuring around 7m across and 
3.5m deep. A quantity of human bones and sea shells was recovered in 1845, reportedly from 
several apertures in the back wall of the cave formed by water action on faults in the 
sandstone. The discovery of sea shells might indicate occupation, but the dating, duration of 
use and function of the cave and its contents are unknown.

Overall, the footprint of the monument is intact and it survives in reasonably good condition, 
despite the relatively slight appearance of the enclosing wall. There is high potential for the 
survival of buried deposits and features beneath and beyond the wall and within the dun 
interior, as well as beneath the floor of the cave. Future examination of the dun could provide 
information about its date, form and construction, and investigation of the interior could 
contribute to our understanding of how it was used and how this may have changed over time. 
Buried artefacts and palaeoenvironmental evidence can contribute to our understanding of 
how people lived and worked, the extent and nature of trade and exchange, and the nature of 
the agricultural economy in this vicinity. Future investigation of the cave could ascertain the 
date of its use as a repository for human remains and the date, nature and duration of any 
occupation. The monument has the potential to contribute to our understanding of the nature 
of Iron Age settlement, the design and development of these small defended settlements, and 
the use of natural caves in antiquity.

Contextual characteristics-
The dun is a type of defended settlement that characterises much of the coastal occupation of 
Argyll and Atlantic Scotland in later prehistory. Duns belong to a much broader category of 
later prehistoric settlement, which includes brochs, forts, crannogs, duns and hut circles. 
Altogether, over 500 later prehistoric settlements are known in Argyll. It is believed that duns 
represent the remains of living spaces of small groups or single families. They are largely a 
coastal phenomenon and tend to be located on locally high ground, along prominent coastal 
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routes or within easy reach of the coast, as in this case.

Researchers have suggested that duns are often positioned for their seaward views, their 
visibility to seafarers, and sometimes their inter-visibility. This example undoubtedly favours a 
seaward outlook and would have been visible from the sea. It may have formed part of a 
network of broadly contemporary, similar sites along the western coastline of Kintyre: for 
example, Dun Beachaire lies only some 400m to the NE, and Dun Domhnuill lies just over 2km 
to the S. This monument has high potential to contribute to our understanding of the Iron Age 
occupation of Kintyre and further afield. The cave is an intriguing and rare feature of unknown 
date and function, but adds to the value of the monument overall.

National Importance-
This monument is of national importance because it has an inherent potential to make a 
significant addition to our understanding of the past, in particular, the design and construction 
of later prehistoric, small defended settlements in western Scotland, and their place in the 
wider economy and society. There is good potential for well-preserved archaeological remains 
to survive within and immediately outside the dun. These buried remains can tell us much 
about the people who built and lived in the settlement and the connections they had with 
other groups. The cave has the potential to add to the time-depth of the site and to enhance 
our understanding of the use of natural caves in antiquity. The loss of the monument would 
significantly diminish our future ability to appreciate and understand the occupation of Argyll 
in the later prehistoric and possibly other periods.

Asset/Event Number 15

Asset/Event Name An Dunan,dun,WSW of Auchadaduie

Type of Asset/Event Dun

Listing No./NRHE Number SM3111; NR63NE 16

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 168301

Northing 636653

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description This dun is situated in trees at a height of 45m OD; it occupies a strong natural position on the 
western tip of a narrow promontory between the left bank of the Barr Water and a small 
unnamed tributary. The dun probably measured about 15m by 12m internally, but no trace of 
the enclosing wall survives on the NW, probably as a result of the erosion of the cliff face 
which falls abruptly to the river on this side. Elsewhere the wall is represented by a band of 
stony debris, up to 1.2m in height and some 4.6m in thickness, in which a few external facing-
stones are visible at the SW end. No entrance can now be seen and, apart from a ruinous wall 
of no great age, the interior is featureless.
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1960.

The dun is as described and planned by RCAHMS.
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (JB) 8 December 1977.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 16

Asset/Event Name
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Asset/Event Name Dunan Muasdale,dun

Type of Asset/Event Dun

Listing No./NRHE Number SM3223; NR64SE 28

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 169038

Northing 640295

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Dun, Dunan Muasdale. On a rocky knoll at a height of 90m OD, there is an almost circular dun 
measuring 13.5m by 12m internally. The wall has consisted of a core of stones faced on either 
side with massive boulders, and has measured 4m in thickness. The position of the entrance is 
not apparent.
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1960.

Dunan Muasdale (name verified) is as described and planned by RCAHMS.
Surveyed at 1:2500.
Visited by OS (J B) 6 December 1977.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 17

Asset/Event Name North Beachmore, rock art panels 220m E, 350m E and 385m ESE of

Type of Asset/Event Cup and Ring Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number SM13295

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 169131

Northing 641988

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description The monument comprises an earthfast monolith and two rock outcrops in close proximity, all 
decorated with prehistoric rock art motifs. The motifs were carved probably during the early 
prehistoric period, between about 3500 BC and 2500 BC. The monolith now serves as the N 
side of a gateway between two pasture fields. It measures roughly 0.9m wide by 0.3m deep at 
its base, but tapers towards the top. It stands 1.5m high and now leans at an angle of 45 
degrees, with the decorated surface facing SW. Over 50 cup-marks and variations of cup-mark 
designs have been recorded. The two outcrops are visible at ground level as small areas of 
exposed rock surface within pasture land. The easternmost is 1.5m long by 0.9m wide and is 
decorated with at least 12 cup-marks. The visible area of the second outcrop, 120m to the W, 
measures 1.2m by 1.2m and is decorated with at least eight cup-marks. The monolith and rock 
outcrops are located on the S and N sides respectively of the Allt Achapharick burn at 
approximately 120m above sea level. The former has a predominantly E-facing outlook to the 
Kintyre ridge, while the two rock outcrops are on the W-facing shoulder of the ridge, 
overlooking the Sound of Gigha, Jura and Islay beyond.

The scheduled area comprises three separate circles, centred on the monolith and rock 
outcrops respectively. The first, 5m in diameter, is centred on the monolith; the second, 8m in 

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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diameter, is centred on the westernmost rock outcrop; and the third, 6m in diameter, is 
centred on the easternmost rock outcrop. The area to be scheduled includes the remains 
described above and an area around them within which evidence relating to the monument's 
construction, use and abandonment may survive, as shown in red on the accompanying map. 
Specifically excluded from the scheduling are the above-ground components of a post-and-
wire fence adjacent to the monolith.

Statement of National Importance
Cultural Significance
The monument's cultural significance can be expressed as follows:

Intrinsic characteristics
The monolith may not be in its original position, but it retains significant intrinsic value because 
of the relatively good condition of the carved motifs and the overall design represented. 
Antiquarian accounts suggest it has not been disturbed since at least the 1930s. The unusual 
design includes: single cup-marks; kidney-shaped carvings formed from small groups of cup-
marks; a single cup-mark with a concentric, crescent-shaped channel or part-ring; small groups 
of cup-marks joined by carved channels; and twin cup-marked designs joined by a single 
channel to form 'dumb-bell' shapes. The motifs appear to be spatially discrete, with few if any 
overlapping. The cups are between 35mm and 76mm in diameter and up to 19mm deep. The 
two ground-level rock outcrops are decorated with single cup-marks of around the same 
dimensions. Again, the individual cups are spatially discrete and do not overlap with each other.

Despite the vulnerable position of the outcrops at ground level and the location of the 
monolith at the side of a gateway, all of the carvings are in good condition. Excavations at 
similar outcropping sites in Argyll have uncovered further buried carvings and associated 
remains beyond the footprint of the visible panel, including further carvings, artefacts and 
environmental evidence. This may also be the case here. Any surviving remains associated with 
the carvings could help us understand the circumstances behind their creation and how the 
carved panels were used, as well as provide evidence for the nature of the local environment 
and vegetation at the time the carvings were produced.

In the case of all three panels, any development sequence or phasing of the carvings is difficult 
to determine because most of the components respect each other spatially. Collectively, 
however, they represent a significant undertaking by the person or people who carved these 
designs. As well as their high intrinsic value as decorated monuments, these carved panels can 
enhance our understanding of the carving process and techniques, the relationship between 
individual motifs and the overall designs, and the meaning and symbolism of the various motifs 
and designs.

Contextual characteristics
These three rock art panels are an interesting group, which could help illuminate the place and 
meaning of rock art in prehistoric life. Researchers have suggested that rock art panels are 
components of wider ritual landscapes and may have functioned at various levels: from the 
rock surface and decorated panel as an ancestral space; to the immediate area as a venue for 
ritual or ceremonial activity; to the wider landscape in which the panels are located and the 
likely connections they had with other broadly contemporary monuments. In this case, the 
presence of rock art motifs on a standing stone adds to the interest of this ceremonial 
monument.

The cup-mark motif is a Scotland-wide phenomenon. This group forms part of an unusually 
rich, regional concentration of rock art in Argyll, but the monolith includes some relatively 
uncommon motifs. Locally, these panels are part of a wider contemporary landscape along 
Kintyre, which includes similarly carved panels on monoliths and outcrops to the N and S, as 
well as other types of broadly contemporary monument, such as standing stones and 
chambered cairns (for example, 1.5km to the N). Along the Kintyre ridge alone, there are 25 or 
more recorded panels bearing similar motifs. Further N, in the wider Kilmartin area, there is an 
exceptionally dense concentration of over 250 panels. This rich assemblage of rock art 
indicates something of the significance which these enigmatic designs held for the prehistoric 
communities inhabiting Argyll. The North Beachmore carvings are located close to a water 
course and the two outcrops overlook natural land and seaward route-ways. These 
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characteristics are common at rock art sites in Scotland, suggesting that landscape context and 
the proximity of natural resources were important factors in the positioning of rock art. Rock 
art is often sited at the junction of farmland and upland areas and may have marked the 
boundary between domesticated and wild landscapes. The North Beachmore carvings have the 
potential to enhance our understanding of the role of rock art in prehistoric life, both for those 
who carved the designs and those who used the sites.

National Importance
This monument is of national importance because it has an inherent potential to make a 
significant addition to our understanding of the past, in particular, prehistoric rock art studies 
in Scotland and the context of rock art motifs in archaeological landscapes where 
contemporary burial and ceremonial monuments survive. The monument has the potential to 
enhance our understanding of the placing, meaning and function of decorated panels. The loss 
of the monument would significantly diminish our future ability to appreciate and understand 
rock art and its place in prehistoric society.

References
Bibliography
RCAHMS records the site as NR64SE 6, 7 and 31. The West of Scotland Archaeology Service 
SMR PIN reference is 3171, 3180 and 3181.

References
Morris R W B, 1977, The prehistoric rock art of Argyll. Poole. Dolphin press.
Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland, 1971, Argyll: an 
inventory of the ancient monuments. Volume 1: Kintyre. Edinburgh.

Asset/Event Number 18

Asset/Event Name Dun Beachaire,dun

Type of Asset/Event Dun

Listing No./NRHE Number SM3143; NR64SE 21

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 169203

Northing 643192

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description This dun is situated at a height of 75m OD on a low ridge. Roughly rectangular on plan, it 
measures 17.5m by 13.5m within a wall 3.0m thick. The core of the wall has been severely 
robbed, but the outer face, which is composed of large blocks of stone up to 1.2m in length, 
can be traced intermittently on all four sides, while two short stretches of the inner face are 
visible on the NW. A gap in the centre of the SE side probably represents the original entrance, 
and a slab nearby, measuring 1.5m in length and 0.7m in thickness, may have been a lintel-
stone.
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1965.

Dun Beachaire (name verified) is as described and planned by RCAHMS.
Surveyed at 1:2500.
Visited by OS (J B) 12 December 1977.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 19
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Asset/Event Number 19

Asset/Event Name Beacharr,standing stone & long cairn

Type of Asset/Event Standing Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number SM182; NR64SE 14; NR64SE 2

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 169266

Northing 643336

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description The remains of the Beacharra chambered long cairn, type- site for the round-bottomed pots 
which form one of the basic groups of Scottish Neolithic pottery. It stands on the spine of a 
ridge and was excavated in 1892 and re-examined by Scott in 1959 and 1961.

At the present time the cairn is an oval grassy mound measuring about 21m by 15m, but it 
seems likely that it was originally trapezoidal on plan. The chamber was aligned approximately 
N and S and most of the stones are still visible protruding above the turf. On either side of the 
entrance, excavation revealed stretches of the facade which was built of dry-stone walling 
without orthostats, and was generally straight, although a slight outward curve visible towards 
the W end was probably repeated on the E. Similar walling was found over a distance of 7.3m 
on the W side of the cairn, and the platform on which it was set appeared to have been 
revetted with boulders to ensure stability.

The burial-chamber, which was 6.25m long and between 1.2m and 1.5m broad, was divided 
into four parts, comprising three burial-compartments and a short passage or porch 
immediately inside the entrance.

The entrance had probably been sealed with dry-stone walling, and in front of the facade there 
was a blocking of boulders and earth. It seems likely that during the final blocking the 
chamber, too, had been deliberately filled with earth. The burials, which may have been 
inhumations, had left no trace, but two pots were found in each of the three compartments.
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1965; J G Scott 1964; A S Henshall 1972.

This chambered cairn is generally as described by the previous authorities. The chamber and 
kerb no longer survive to the degree illustrated on the plan.
Surveyed at 1:2500.
(NR 6926 4330) Standing Stone (NR)
OS 6" map, (1924)

The tallest standing stone in Kintyre, facing east and west and measuring 5.03m high and 1.4m 
by 0.8m at the base. The top has an irregular profile, falling in successive steps from the peak 
on the south.
RCAHMS 1971.
This standing stone is as described by RCAHMS.

Visited by OS (J B) 13 December 1977.

Said to be a 1st millenium BC Lunar Observatory by Thom

A Thom 1971.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 20
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Asset/Event Name Blary,dun ENE of

Type of Asset/Event Dun

Listing No./NRHE Number SM3077; NR73NW 8

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 170278

Northing 637679

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description No description in Pastmap

From

OS 6" map, Argyllshire, 2nd ed., (1924)

On a rocky knoll (75m OD) there is an oval dun which measures internally about 21.5m by 
15m. The debris of the wall, which was probably some 4.3m thick, forms a low bank round the 
margin of the summit area of the knoll and a scree-like spread down the S and E flanks. Two 
short stretches of the outer face are visible, on the S and E respectively, and the entrance is 
indicated by a gap in the wall debris on the W.
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1960.

The dun is as described and planned by RCAHMS (1971).
Resurveyed at 1:10 000.

Visited by OS (NKB) 30 January 1978.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 21

Asset/Event Name Ballochroy,three standing stones & cist 400m NE of

Type of Asset/Event Standing Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number SM175; NR75SW 2; NR75SW 3

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 173078

Northing 652421

Parish Kilcalmonell

Council Argyll and Bute

Description OS 6" map, (1924)

This cist is constructed of five slabs, four forming the sides and ends, while the fifth is a 
massive cap-stone 2.1m x 1.5m x 0.3m. Oriented NE-SW, it measures internally 1.7m x 0.8m x 
0.6m. Much of the cist is above ground level.

That it was formerly covered by a large cairn is evident from a 17th century sketch (Campbell 
and Thomson 1963) and from former place-names, but no certain cairn material is now visible.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric - Bronze Age
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It is hardly fortuitous that this cist is in close proximity to standing stone NR75SW 3, and on the 
same alignment; possibly all four monuments are contemporary.
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1961; J L Campbell and D Thomson 1963.

As described by RCAHMS.

Surveyed at 1/10 000

Visited by OS (D W R) 13 August 1973.

Field Visit (May 1961)

RCAHMS Inventory; Argyll Volume 1 - Kintyre

Cist and Standing Stones, Ballochroy.

In a level field 400 m NE. of Ballochroy farmhouse, and at a height of a little over 30 m O.D., 
there is a remarkable group of monuments consisting of a stone cist and three standing stones 
(Pl. 10A, B), all situated in a straight line running approximately NE. and SW.

The cist lies at the SW. end of the alignment and is constructed of five slabs, four of which 
form the sides and ends while the fifth is a massive cap-stone measuring 2.1 m by 1.5 m and 
0.3 m in thickness. The internal dimensions are 1.7 m in length by 0.8 m in average breadth 
and about 0.6 m in depth; the longer axis is aligned NE. and SW. Much of the cist is visible 
above the surface of the field, the top of the cap-stone being 0.9 m above ground level. That 
the cist was formerly covered by a large cairn is evident from a sketch of the site made at the 
end of the 17th century (Lhuyd, pl. v(a)) and from former place-names (Colville 1930, 302 f), 
but no certain cairn-material is visible at the present time.

The most southerly of the three standing stones is situated 36.5 m NE. of the cist. It measures 
0.6 m by 0.6 m at the base and rises fairly evenly to a height of 2.4 m before tapering to a 
pointed top at a maximum height of 3.4 m. The centre stone stands 3 m to the NE. and is 3 m 
high; it is a thin slab measuring 1.5 m by 0.3 m at ground level, with the longer axis aligned 
NW. and SE. The top slopes down steeply towards the NW. The NE. stone, which stands 2 m 
further to the NE., appears to have been broken off at the top. It measures 0.9 m by 0.3 m at 
the base and rises with a slight taper to a height of 2 m.

The fact that the cist is situated in close proximity to the standing stones, and on the same 
alignment, is hardly likely to be fortuitous, and it is possible that all four monuments are 
contemporary. For a possible analogy see No. 42 (Cairn, Machrihanish, NR62SW 2).
RCAHMS 1971, visited May 1961.

730523 ccxxiii

(NR 7309 5241) Standing Stones (NR)

OS 6" map, (1924)

The most southerly of these three standing stones is situated 36.5m NE of cist NR75SW 2 (qv.). 
It measures 0.6m x 0.6m at the base, and rises fairly evenly to a height of 2.4m, before 
tapering to a pointed top, 3.4m high. The centre stone, 3.0m high, is 3.0m to the E. It is a thin 
slab, 1.5m x 0.3m at base, oriented NW-SE. The third stone, 2.0m NE appears to have been 
broken off at the top. It measures 0.9m x 0.3m at base, and rises with a slight taper to a height 
of 2.0m.
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1961.

As described by RCAHMS
Surveyed at 1/10 000
Visited by OS (D W R) 13 August 1973.
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3 flint pebbles, 2 flint flakes, and 1 flint core from this site, are in Campbelton Museum

DES 1977.

Discussions on the use of these stones and the cist (NR75SW 2) as a 1st millenium BC Solstitial 
Observatory

E W MacKie 1975; A Thom 1979; G Moir 1981.

Asset/Event Number 22

Asset/Event Name Crois Mhic Aoidh, standing stone

Type of Asset/Event Standing Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number SM251

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 173381

Northing 635115

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description The monument is a single standing stone situated in a forestry clearing on the southern slopes 
of Doire na h-Earbaige. It dates probably to the Neolithic or Bronze Age period, sometime 
between 4000 BC and 1500 BC. The monument was first scheduled in 1936, but the 
documentation does not meet modern standards: the present rescheduling rectifies this.

This stone stands at an angle, but measures 1.6m high (and would be as much as 1.8m if erect). 
It is 1.4m wide by 0.3m deep and its top is pointed. Traditionally known as Mackay's Cross 
(Crois Mhic Aoidh), the stone bears what appear to be two large 'M' characters carved in bold 
relief on its broad faces. The stone is aligned ENE to WSW.

The area to be scheduled is circular on plan, to include the monument described above and an 
area around it within which evidence relating to the monument's construction, use and 
abandonment may survive, as shown in red on the accompanying map.

Cultural Significance
The monument's cultural significance can be expressed as follows:

Intrinsic characteristics
Given the lack of any apparent disturbance to the stone or its immediate surroundings, Crois 
Mhic Aoidh represents a well-preserved example of its type and offers excellent potential for 
the survival of evidence relating to the erection of the stone and traces of the activities and 
rituals that may have been focussed here.

The role of standing stones in prehistoric society and belief is presently not well understood 
and sites such as this offer excellent potential to enhance our understanding of the function 
and meaning of these monuments. In the case of Crois Mhic Aoidh, which survives within a 
well-preserved prehistoric landscape, there is also the potential to ascertain how this standing 
stone relates to domestic settlements and funerary sites, as well as other standing stones and 
stone circles in the vicinity.

Contextual characteristics
Crois Mhic Aoidh stands about 0.6km to the SW of a stone circle on Beinn an Tuirc and there 
may have been a temporal and/or functional relationship between the two sites. This might 

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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simply have depended on their inter-visibility within the landscape or, alternatively, Crois Mhic 
Aoidh may have played some role in the function of the Beinn an Tuirc stone circle.

Various theories have been put forward to explain the purpose of standing stones, which are 
distributed widely across Britain. These include that they were markers for astrological 
phenomena, or defined territorial boundaries, or commemorated significant events or 
individuals. The landscape surrounding Crois Mhic Aoidh contains a wide range of remains of 
prehistoric domestic settlement in the form of hut circles and field systems, as well as funerary 
and ritual monuments such as cairns, stone circles, standing stones and many cup-marked and 
cup-and-ring marked rock outcrops. Although not all contemporary, this dense distribution of 
prehistoric monuments highlights the considerable time-depth of the surrounding landscape 
and indicates that this area appears to have been of importance for many generations of 
people.

Associative characteristics
Local tradition recounts that when a disguised King Robert the Bruce was a fugitive in Kintyre, 
he was hospitably entertained by a farm tenant named Mackay, who proceeded to escort him 
to the ferry for Arran. On the way, they rested on a hill, where this standing stone now marks 
the spot, and the farmer pointed out the lands of Arnicle and Ugadale, noting them to be 
Crown lands. When the pair reached the ferry, the King revealed his true identity and thanked 
the man for his hospitality, giving him his brooch. Bruce added that should he come into his 
rights, he would give the farmer the lands of Arnicle and Ugadale. Bruce subsequently granted 
the lands to the man and his heirs and these estates remained the property of Mackay's 
descendents, the MacNeals of Losset, up to 1927. The Macneals still have in their possession 
the 'Bruce Brooch'. This is why the standing stone is known by the name 'Crois Mhic Aoidh', 
the Cross of Mackay.

Statement of National Importance
This monument is of national importance because it has an inherent potential to make a 
significant addition to our understanding of the past, in particular the ritual life of Neolithic and 
Bronze Age communities. Apparently undisturbed, the stone and its immediate surroundings 
offer excellent potential for the preservation of archaeological deposits relating to its erection 
and use, including any activities that may have been focussed on the site. There is also 
potential for the survival of evidence of the relationships between this monument and nearby 
standing stones and stone circles. The loss of the monument would diminish our future ability 
to appreciate and understand the beliefs and rituals of Neolithic and Bronze Age communities.

References
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Asset/Event Number 23

Asset/Event Name Corriechrevie,cairn

Type of Asset/Event Cairn

Listing No./NRHE Number SM2487; NR75SW 1

HER Number

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 173849

Northing 654051

Parish Kilcalmonell

Council Argyll and Bute

Description This site was included within the RCAHMS Emergency Survey (1942-3), an unpublished rescue 
project. Site descriptions, organised by county, vary from short notes to lengthy and full 
descriptions and are available to view online with contemporary sketches and photographs. 
The original typescripts, manuscripts, notebooks and photographs can also be consulted in the 
RCAHMS Search Room.
Information from RCAHMS (GFG) 10 December 2014.

Cairn, Corriechrevie.

This impressive cairn (Pl. 9A), the largest surviving example in Kintyre, stands 200 m NW. of 
Corriechrevie at a height of about 30 m O.D. It occupies the summit of a slight knoll situated on 
the brink of the scarp that overlooks the Tarbert-Campbeltown road to the W. Circular on plan, 
it measures 27.5 m in diameter and 5 m in height; no kerb is visible. Numerous quarry-scoops 
round the foot of the cairn, and several depressions on the top, indicate that a considerable 
quantity of stones has been removed from the original structure. But the damage so caused 
appears to be merely superficial, and the main body of the cairn material and any internal 
features are probably still undisturbed.
RCAHMS 1971, visited May 1961
738540 CCXXiii

Asset/Event Number 24

Asset/Event Name Ronachan Bay,fort S of

Type of Asset/Event Fort

Listing No./NRHE Number SM3185; NR75SW 7

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 174073

Northing 654799

Parish Kilcalmonell

Council Argyll and Bute

Description OS 6" map, (1924)

This fort, occupying the summit of an isolated rocky knoll, measures 24.5m x 18.5m within a 
6.1m thick wall, now reduced to a grass-covered stony bank, not more than 1.0m high. A 
number of facing stones are visible in situ as shown in plan. A subsidiary crest line, traceable all 
round the knoll except on the W, may represent the edge of a terrace made as a seating for 
the outer face of the wall. The exceptional wall thickness would allow for mural chambers and 
galleries but no trace of such structures are now visible. The entrance is in the E. A D-shaped 
enclosure, formed by a low bank, and measuring 27.5m x 9m internally is situated at the base 
of the knoll, immediately SE of the entrance. Without excavation it is impossible to assess its 
relationship to the fort.
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1961.

A dun, measuring 17.5m NE-SW by 9.0m within a wall up to 4.0m thick. Otherwise as described 

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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by RCAHMS.
Surveyed at 1:10,000
Visited by OS (D W R) 13 August 1973.

Dun: NR 740 547. From mole disturbance on interior of dun, bones, mica schist polisher (or 
lid?) and translucent green glass dumb-bell bead.

L Masters and E Peltenburg 1979.

Asset/Event Number 25

Asset/Event Name Dun Ronachain,dun 400m NE of Ronachan House

Type of Asset/Event Dun

Listing No./NRHE Number SM3673; NR75NW 2

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 174737

Northing 655522

Parish Kilcalmonell

Council Argyll and Bute

Description OS 6" map, (1924)

The rocky boss on the summit of Dun Ronachain is occupied by the slight remains of an oval 
dun. Its wall, much reduced by stone-robbing and quarrying, encloses an area 18.5m x 10.5m. 
The entrance, not now visible, may have been on the NE. At the present time approach from 
the SW is obstructed by a ditch-like hollow, 2.4m in depth. Though obviously artificial, it is not 
clear whether this feature is contemporary with the dun, or a surface quarry of no great age. It 
does not form an effective defence-work for the main structure, and if it is contempoary, it 
must have been left unfinished.

RCAHMS 1971, visited 1962.

The remains of a dun, generally as described by RCAHMS. The ditch on the SW is probably a 
contemporary unfinished work.

Revised at 1:2500.

Visited by OS (D W R) 16 July 1973.

NR 7474 5552. No change to the report of 16 July 1973.

Surveyed at 1/10,000.

Visited by OS (B S) 23 February 1977.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 26

Asset/Event Name An Dunan, dun 70m SW of Minen

Type of Asset/Event Dun

Date and/or Period
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Listing No./NRHE Number SM3184

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 175628

Northing 652049

Parish Kilcalmonell

Council Argyll and Bute

Description The monument comprises a prehistoric dun likely to date to the Iron Age (between 500 BC and 
AD 500). It survives as the remains of a substantial sub-circular enclosure wall occupying the 
summit of a low knoll. The visible footprint of the monument covers an area approximately 
21m in diameter, with the interior measuring around 13.5m by 12m. The monument is located 
at a height of 115m above sea level on a S-facing slope, to the NE of Ballochroy Glen, in an area 
of rough grazing. The monument was first scheduled in 1972, but the documentation does not 
meet modern standards: the present rescheduling rectifies this.

The area to be scheduled is an irregular polygon on plan, defined in its southern half by the 
base of the rock outcrop on which the monument is sited and in its northern half by a modern 
fence line. The scheduled area includes the remains described above and an area around them 
within which evidence relating to the monument's construction, use and abandonment may 
survive, and adjoining land essential for the monument's support and preservation, as shown 
in red on the accompanying map. The scheduling specifically excludes the above-ground 
elements of the post-and-wire fence to the N, to allow for its maintenance.

Statement of National Importance
Cultural Significance

The monument's cultural significance can be expressed as follows:

Intrinsic characteristics

The dun occupies a rocky knoll with steep sides on the E, S, and SW, overlooking the right bank 
of an unnamed tributary of the Ballochroy Burn. It exploits the natural rock outcrop as its base 
and in the NE arc of its wall-circuit. Elsewhere the dun is defined by a low sub-circular, turf-
covered stone wall, which is over 4m wide in places. A number of outer facing-stones have 
been reported protruding from the knoll some 1.8m below the summit. There are two breaks 
in the wall circuit, in the N and E arcs: that in the N is the likely position of the entrance. 
Several stones of the internal wall-face are visible through the vegetation. In the SE of the 
interior, a crescent-shaped stony bank is probably secondary; no other features are visible on 
the uneven surface of the interior. Material from the wall and the occupation of the dun is 
likely to survive both in buried layers on the knoll and down slope around the southern half of 
the monument.

Overall, the footprint of the monument is intact and it survives in good condition. There is high 
potential for the survival of buried deposits and features beneath and beyond the wall and 
within the dun interior. Future examination of the dun could provide information about its 
date, form and construction, and investigation of the interior could contribute to our 
understanding of how it was used and how this may have changed over time. Buried artefacts 
and palaeoenvironmental evidence can contribute to our understanding of how people lived 
and worked, the extent and nature of trade and exchange, and the nature of the agricultural 
economy in this vicinity. The monument has the potential to contribute to our understanding 
of the nature of Iron Age settlement and the design and development of these small defended 
settlements.

Contextual characteristics

This dun is a type of defended settlement which characterises much of the coastal occupation 

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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of Argyll and Atlantic Scotland in later prehistory. These duns belong to a much broader 
category of later prehistoric settlement, which includes brochs, forts, crannogs, duns and hut 
circles. Altogether, over 500 later prehistoric settlements are known in Argyll. It is believed 
that duns represent the remains of living spaces of small groups or single families.

Duns are mainly a coastal phenomenon and tend to be located on locally high ground along 
prominent coastal routes or within easy reach of the coast. This example is unusual in having 
an inland position behind a network of duns along the western Kintyre coast. However, it is 
located on a natural route-way connecting the E and W coasts of Kintyre and has good views 
over the approaches to the dun. Researchers have suggested that duns did not exist in 
isolation, but were sited where they would be visible in the landscape and were often inter-
visible with other duns or settlements. An Dunan may also have been part of a network of 
broadly contemporary sites spread across the Kintyre peninsula and with connections to 
similar strongholds beyond. The monument has good potential to contribute to our 
understanding of the later prehistoric occupation of Kintyre and further afield.

National Importance

This monument is of national importance because it has an inherent potential to make a 
significant addition to our understanding of the past, in particular, the design and construction 
of later prehistoric defended settlements and their place in the wider economy and society. 
There is good potential for well-preserved archaeological remains to survive within the site. 
These buried remains can tell us much about the people who built and lived here and the 
connections they had with other groups. The loss of the monument would significantly 
diminish our future ability to appreciate and understand the occupation of Argyll in the later 
prehistoric period.

References
Bibliography
References

RCAHMS 1971, The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland. 
Argyll: an inventory of the ancient monuments: volume 1: Kintyre, p 91, no 226. Edinburgh.

Asset/Event Number 27

Asset/Event Name Clachan Churchyard, Cross, Cross Slabs & Tombstones

Type of Asset/Event Cross Slab; Tombstone

Listing No./NRHE Number SM3676

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 176426

Northing 656056

Parish Kilcalmonell

Council Argyll and Bute

Description The monument consists of carved stones situated in Clachan churchyard. Seven stones and 
several fragments are standing within a stone shelter situated against the north wall of the 
graveyard. Other carved stones are situated throughout the graveyard. The monument is being 
rescheduled in order to define more clearly the extent of the scheduling.

The present parish church at Clachan was erected in c.1760 and probably replaces an earlier 
building on the same site. The church appears to have been dedicated to St Colmaneala or 
Columbanus, a contemporary of St Columba. All the stones apparently derive from the 

Date and/or Period Medieval; Post-medieval
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churchyard, although none are in their original positions.

Within the stone shelter there are seven carved stones. Going from west to east there are:

1. A West Highland grave slab, dated to the 14th-15th century, fractured in the middle, with 
the top right and bottom left corners missing. It is decorated with a sword with a lobated 
pommel and inclined quillions.

2. A West Highland grave slab, dated to the 14th-early 16th century, fractured in the middle. It 
is decorated with a narrow panel filled with a leaf-scroll; the individual leaves with their stalks 
forming circles which fill the entire width of the panel.

3. A West Highland grave slab dated to the 14th-15th century, decorated with a sword with 
straight quillions and bulbous terminals.

4. A West Highland grave slab of the Kintyre School, dated to the 15th century. This is the best 
preserved of the carved stones within the graveyard. Within a double plain moulding there is a 
sword with lobated pommel and inclined quillons. On the right of the sword is foliage springing 
from two intertwined stems and terminating in twin beasts, and on the left a plain slip for an 
inscription. Below the slip there are a pair shears and two plain tablets. A secondary inscription 
has been cut into the stone in the late 17th or 18th century: it reads HERE L[YES] ARCHIBALD 
[?BROTHER] / TO RONALD MCALISTER OF DUN SKEIG.

5. A West Highland grave slab of the Iona School, dated to the 14th-early 16th century. The 
slab has a bevelled edge with nail-head moulding. It is decorated with a single row of foliage 
ornament. Cut around three sides of the margin of the stone there is a secondary inscription 
reading: THIS IS THE BURIEL PLACE OF RONALD MCALISTER OF DUN AND MARY MCNILL AND 
THEIR CHILDREN 1707.

6. A West Highland grave slab of the Kintyre School, dated to the 15th century. The stone has 
been covered with elaborate decoration but is now extremely worn.

7. An early Christian cross slab bearing a Latin cross and a ring cross, badly worn.

Within the churchyard there are other early Christian and Medieval carved stones:

1. In the NE corner of the graveyard, there is a recumbent early Christian cross slab below the 
gravestone of John Taylor, late tenant at Dalchairy. The cross is a hammerhead cross, with 
open arms and stem.

2. In the SW of the graveyard is an undecorated cruciform stone that serves as a headstone. 
This stone may be early Christian in date.

3. In the SW of the graveyard, below a head stone to Helen MacCallum, there is a recumbent 
West Highland grave slab with a plain border. Within the border is a crudely incised sword with 
lobated pommel and inclined quillions with bulbous terminals.

4. In the NE of the graveyard, there is a slab decorated with a crudely incised sword, now 
almost covered with turf.

Among the post-medieval churchyard monuments, one is of note. It bears a representation of 
a four-horse plough-team and commemorates Donald McGill, tenant in Cairnmore, who died 
in 1757.

The area to be scheduled measures 40m W-E by 35m N-S, as defined in red on the enclosed 
map. The scheduling excludes the modern structure of the stone shelter, the church and all 
modern burial lairs still in use.

Asset/Event Number 28
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Asset/Event Number 28

Asset/Event Name Ballinakill House,cross by entrance to drive

Type of Asset/Event Cross (free-standing)

Listing No./NRHE Number SM3695

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 176697

Northing 656126

Parish Kilcalmonell

Council Argyll and Bute

Description OS 6" map, (1925)

A number of urns were found in this small mound a few years before 1875 (Ordnance Survey 
Name Book [ONB] 1875). It is very heavily overgrown with shrubs, but appears natural 
(RCAHMS 1971).

A mutilated disc-headed cross stands on the summit of the mound. The only visible decoration 
on the opposite side of the stone is an incised line which may have formed part of a circle. (See 
also NR75NE 9)

Name Book 1875; RCAHMS 1971, visited 1961 and 1962.

Burials, Balinakill (Sites).

Immediately S. of the junction of the public road with the drive leading to Balinakill there is a 
small mound on which stands the stone cross (RCAHMS 1971) No. 260. The mound is very 
heavily overgrown with shrubs, but appears to be a natural feature. It is reported (Name Book 
No. 11, p.47) that a number of "urns" were found in it during the 19th century, but no further 
details are known.

RCAHMS 1971, visited May 1961.

767561 ccxii ("Tumulus")

Reference (2001)

RCAHMS; Early Medieval Sculpture in the West Highlands and Islands

On a natural mound stands a mutilated cross, about 0.83m in visible height by 0.25m at base. 
The solid disc, about 0.6m in diameter, had square sunken armpits, but the arms are lost.

I Fisher 2001.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric; Medieval

Asset/Event Number 29

Asset/Event Name Talatoll, shielings 1400m SE of, Kintyre

Type of Asset/Event Shieling

Listing No./NRHE Number SM3817

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Date and/or Period Medieval; Post-medieval
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Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 177585

Northing 653031

Parish Kilcalmonell

Council Argyll and Bute

Description The monument comprises two groups of shieling huts of pre-Improvement date. The huts 
represent the remains of temporary dwellings used on a seasonal basis by farm-workers who 
migrated to upland pastures with their cattle during the summer months. It is likely that these 
dense concentrations of features represent the remains of seasonal activity that took place 
over a considerable period of time. This monument occupies an upland location on three small 
hillocks in forestry clearings at approximately 140m above sea level. The monument was 
originally scheduled in 1976, but the documentation does not meet modern standards: the 
present rescheduling rectifies this.

The westernmost group of shieling huts consists of an extensive cluster of at least 42 small 
foundations, varying from approximately 2.7 by 2.1m to about 6.1 by 4.9m, within walls up to 
0.9m thick. The foundations appear to be composed mainly of turf and stone. The majority of 
the huts are grouped around two small hills near an unnamed stream. In the SW section of the 
group lie the remains of a probable prehistoric roundhouse, about 12m in diameter. A later 
shieling hut constructed inside the roundhouse made use of its SE side. The easternmost group 
is located 180m to the SE, on the other side of the stream, and consists of the remains of at 
least 25 shieling huts located on a small hill. These again vary in size from around 2m by 2m to 
about 8m by 5m, within walls up to 0.9m thick. At least half of the hut foundations are built on 
small mounds, which themselves probably represent the remains of successive earlier huts.

The area to be scheduled is irregular on plan and consists of two separate polygons to include 
the remains described above and an area around them within which evidence relating to the 
monument's construction, use and abandonment may survive, as shown in red on the 
accompanying map. The scheduling specifically excludes the post-and-wire fence on the W side 
of the westernmost group of shielings.

Statement of National Importance
Cultural Significance

The monument's cultural significance can be expressed as follows:

Intrinsic characteristics

By their very nature, shieling huts tend to be less substantial than other types of structure and, 
therefore, less likely to survive. Overall, this group of shieling huts survives in reasonable 
condition, with the stone and turf-covered footings of the hut walls clearly visible. This cluster 
of features testifies to the practice of transhumance (seasonal agricultural activity) in the 
medieval and later period, which occurred over many decades and, possibly, centuries. Given 
the presence of so many huts in these two areas, the site may represent a larger summer 
settlement than usual, with a long duration of occupation and re-occupation. Many of the turf 
footings are sited on small mounds, which suggests that shieling huts may have been built and 
re-built on the same spots, in which case this site may have a longer and more complex 
development sequence than at first appears. Some of the huts have two 'rooms' and two seem 
to have three conjoined 'rooms'; these either represent multi-roomed huts or they may 
indicate different phases, with later huts built next to, rather than on top of, earlier structures. 
Future investigation of the site could enhance our understanding of the origins, use and re-use 
of seasonally occupied places and associated agricultural practices over a considerable length 
of time.

It is likely that important archaeological deposits survive in and around the shieling huts, which 
could contribute towards our understanding of rural transhumance practices in Argyll and 
more generally in Scotland during the medieval and later period. Archaeological evidence for 
the internal layout of the huts, the remains of any fittings and furniture, and for the 
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construction, use and re-use of the shieling huts is likely to survive below ground. As an 
example, excavated shieling huts elsewhere have produced accumulated deposits of ash near 
their entrances, resulting from the periodic cleaning out of internal hearths. Scientific analysis 
of such remains could greatly enhance our understanding and appreciation of the dating and 
occupation sequence of the site. The probable prehistoric roundhouse is likely also to preserve 
important information about the nature of domestic life and agricultural practices carried out 
on this same hillside a thousand years or more before it began to be used for summer shielings.

Contextual characteristics

The monument represents the remains of an important group of shieling huts, which can be 
compared with other examples in Argyll. Shieling huts and the use of summer pastures were 
part of a long-lived seasonal practice in parts of rural Scotland. Occasionally, whole villages 
would relocate from their 'winter town' to the shielings or 'summer town'. Because of their 
function and seasonality, shielings are often located in remote upland regions. The huts were 
normally sited on small hills near fresh water, in good positions for monitoring the 
whereabouts and wellbeing of cattle and carrying out dairying activities. The huts themselves 
were built of wood or stone, and covered in turfs dug from the hill. They often contained a 
room with a hearth on one side and a sleeping area on the other; a separate room or cupboard 
was often used to store dairy produce and supplements, such as fish bones for the cattle. 
Textual sources suggest that children and young women primarily carried out these activities, 
and that time spent at the shieling was often welcomed as the occupants were away from the 
watchful eye of parents and village elders.

Shieling traditions and, specifically, hut construction seem to vary regionally, which at least 
partly reflects the availability of different building materials. The shieling huts at Talatoll 
survive as stone and turf footings, which suggests they were constructed primarily from timber 
and turf. Typically, they are grouped on a small hill in a wide valley and located next to a 
stream. Comparative study of the form, construction and location of this group of shieling huts 
with others across Argyll and further afield can enhance our knowledge and understanding of 
regional and national variations in transhumance practices and the range of vernacular 
buildings.

National Importance

The monument is of national importance because it has an inherent potential to make a 
significant addition to our understanding of the past, in particular the positioning, function and 
construction of upland shielings, their place in the social and economic organisation of the 
time, and changes in rural land-use and agricultural practices from the medieval period to the 
early 19th century. The relatively good state of preservation of this group of shieling huts 
enhances this potential. The probable inclusion of a prehistoric roundhouse within the shieling 
group adds to the archaeological interest and importance of the monument. The loss of the 
monument would affect our ability to understand rural settlement and land-use from the pre-
Improvement period in both Argyll and Scotland.
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Asset/Event Number 30

Asset/Event Name Loch Ciaran, standing stone 1430m SW of Achaglass

Type of Asset/Event Standing Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number SM212

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 178042

Northing 654796

Parish Kilcalmonell

Council Argyll and Bute

Description The monument is a prehistoric standing stone likely to date to the third or second millennium 
BC. It survives as an upstanding monolith which tapers towards its top. The stone stands c 2m 
high with a slight lean and measures approximately 0.8m by 0.4m at its base. The standing 
stone is located in a conifer plantation on the N side of a metalled track. It sits at 130m above 
sea level and overlooks Loch Ciaran to the S. The monument was first scheduled in 1936, but 
the documentation does not meet modern standards: the present rescheduling rectifies this.

The area to be scheduled is circular on plan, measuring 8m in diameter, centred on the 
standing stone. The scheduling includes the remains described above and an area around them 
within which evidence relating to the monument's construction, use and abandonment may 
survive, as shown in red on the accompanying map.

Statement of National Importance
Cultural Significance

The monument's cultural significance can be expressed as follows:

Intrinsic characteristics

This standing stone survives in good condition and is a fine representative of its class. The 
stone appears intact, undisturbed and in its original position. Lichens cover approximately 60% 
of the visible surface. An inscription carved relatively recently on its E face comprises five, 
capitalised and punctuated serif letters: J.K.S.M.T.

There is good potential for the survival of archaeological deposits and features relating to the 
stone's erection and use, possibly including burial deposits and associated artefacts, and 
environmental information. It is highly likely that the stone's socket and related archaeological 
deposits are undisturbed.

This standing stone has the potential to enhance our understanding of the function of standing 
stones in the later Neolithic and Bronze Age, and to provide important information about the 
landscape, climate and vegetation at the time the stone was erected. Its position within the 
landscape is undoubtedly significant and merits further analysis. It could further our 
understanding of the positioning of standing stones and other ritual monuments in relation to 
each other and in the landscape, and of the significance of these monuments to the societies 
that built and used them.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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Contextual characteristics

Standing stones are a widespread and long-lived phenomenon in Scotland, and are sometimes 
all that survives of more elaborate and extensive monuments, such as stone circles, alignments 
or avenues. Single standing stones are particularly numerous in Argyll, with more than 180 
recorded.

Significant effort would have been required to transport, position and erect the stone, which 
suggests that both this activity and this location were important to those who erected it here. 
The locations of standing stones often appear to have been selected to take advantage of 
views and inter-visibility with other monuments, or on natural route-ways. Many are visible 
from great distances and perhaps mark a significant area or territory. Standing stones may 
have been part of a network of related landmarks. They are often located with reference to 
other ritual or burial monuments, such as henges, stone circles or cairns, and may themselves 
have formed part of some ceremonial or ritual activity. Together these types of monuments 
appear to reflect a complex system of belief and ritual practices involving burial and 
commemoration of the dead, spiritual ceremonies and celestial observations.

The Loch Ciaran standing stone is unusual in that it appears to be a relatively isolated example, 
with few recorded prehistoric monuments in the vicinity, although its current location within a 
conifer plantation probably masks its full context and associations. It lies 180m W of the NE 
end of Loch Ciaran, and around 4km from the nearest coastline on the Sound of Gigha.

Associative characteristics

The inscription on the E face is relatively recent, but testifies to people's continuing interest in 
the stone through the ages. The standing stone is shown adjacent to a track or roadway on the 
Ordnance Survey 2nd edition map.

This monument is of national importance as a well-preserved example of a common type of 
ritual or ceremonial monument dating to the late Neolithic or Bronze Age. The standing stone 
has the potential to tell us more about the activities that took place at sites such as this, as well 
as the wider beliefs and lifestyles of the prehistoric people who erected and used standing 
stones. The loss of this example would significantly impede our ability to understand the 
nature of prehistoric ritual practices, activities, beliefs and social organisation in Argyll and 
further afield.
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Asset/Event Number 31

Asset/Event Name Saddell Abbey

Type of Asset/Event Abbey; Burial Ground, Cemetery, Graveyard

Listing No./NRHE Number SM3645; NR73SE 1

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 178472

Northing 632056

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description

Date and/or Period Medieval
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Description The monument comprises the fragmentary remains of the Cistercian Saddell Abbey, which lie 
on a slightly raised promontory immediately above the confluence of Saddell Water and Allt 
nam Manach. The proximity of the conventual buildings to the latter stream suggest that it was 
used for drainage purposes. The monument is being rescheduled better to define the extent of 
the scheduled area, to increase the area up to the bank of the river, and to exclude the 
footprint of the house known as Allt Nam Manach.

The buildings originally consisted of a church, with an aisleless nave and choir and north and 
south transepts, together with three main ranges of conventual buildings grouped around a 
cloister on the south side of the church. Only the presbytery and the north transept of the 
church, and part of the south claustral range, survive as standing remains. All the exposed 
masonry is constructed of random rubble laid in lime mortar.

The presbytery measures 7.5m in length and 5.5m in width within walls some 0.9m in 
thickness. Part of the south wall rises to a height of 4.6m but elsewhere the walls are reduced 
to a height of between 0.9m and 1.5m above the existing ground-level.

The surviving, north, transept measures 7.2m in length by about 6.1m in width within walls 
some 1.2m thick. Apart from the remains of a large window-opening in the north gable, there 
appear to have been two smaller windows in the east wall. The discrepancy in thickness 
between the walls of the presbytery and transept, coupled with the fact that the east wall of 
the transept abuts the north wall of the presbytery, indicates that the transept is an addition.

Of the claustral buildings only the central portion of the south range now survives. This 
structure, which probably represents the undercroft of the refectory, measures about 7m E/W 
by 4.6m transversely within walls some 1.1m thick. There are the remains of a small deeply-
splayed window in the south wall and of opposed entrance doorways at the east end, where a 
transverse wall has been built at a comparatively recent period. The north doorway is 
represented by its west jamb and draw-bar socket, together with part of the arch-springing. 
The south doorway retains its west jamb and draw-bar socket. The building was used as a 
burial-place in the post-Reformation period.

What little is known of the history of Saddell Abbey comes largely from a 16th-century 
confirmation charter of a number of early writs. The founder is usually said to have been 
Reginald, son of Somerled, who succeeded his father in the lordship of Kintyre in 1164 and 
died in 1207. A 13th-century list of Cistercian houses, however, which in other respects seems 
to be reliable, attributes the foundation to the year 1160, when the founder would presumably 
be Somerled. The character of Romanesque ornament on some fragments preserved in 
Campbeltown Museum suggests that building operations began well before the end of the 
12th century. A late 14th-century document in the Vatican archives shows that Saddell was a 
daughter house of Mellifont, in the diocese of Armagh, itself founded in about 1142. The 
community was probably small in numbers and the recorded endowments are not extensive. 
Most of the property held was in Kintyre, but the monastery also had possessions in Gigha, 
Knapdale, Carrick and Arran.

In or before 1507 James IV proposed that the Abbey should be united to the bishopric of 
Argyll, claiming that the place had seen no monastic life within living memory. This step having 
been taken, the lands of Saddell were erected into a free barony and David Hamilton, Bishop of 
Argyll, began the construction of a castle on a site adjacent to the monastery. Considerable 
remains of the abbey buildings seem to have survived until about 1770, when they were 
extensively quarried to provide building materials for a court of offices at Saddell Castle and for 
other estate purposes.

Fourteen graves slabs, dating to the 14th to early 16th century, are as described in the Royal 
Commission Argyll Inventory Vol 1 (1971), 296, nos 2 to 15. Numbers 2 to 13 are in the 
recently constructed stone shelter along with a recently discovered stone of blonde sandstone 
which was uncovered during conservation works. The latter is a 14th-century graveslab, 
broken into two pieces (50cm long by 49cm wide and 82cm long and 46cm wide, and 0.15m 
thick). There is a relief figure of a warrior carrying a spear, shown standing in profile within a 
niche centrally placed on the stone. Underneath the warrior figure are the remains of a sword 
on a stepped base. There are traces of foliate and interlace design on the stone but it is very 
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weathered and the details could not be deciphered.

The area to be scheduled is an irregular area with maximum dimensions 212m E/W by 82m 
N/S, as marked in red on the accompanying map. It includes the remains of the abbey and the 
graveyard and the collection of stones in the stone shelter, along with an area within which 
archaeology associated with the abbey and the graveyard might be expected to survive. An 
area is marked in red within the scheduled boundary, showing the exclusion of the footprint of 
the house named Allt Nam Manach. Also exlcuded from scheduling are the stone shelter for 
the stones; the boundary walls; any burial lairs within the graveyard which are still in active 
use; the top 30cm of all paths and tracks; and the top 30cm of deposits of the area outside the 
graveyard boundary.

Statement of National Importance
The monument is of national importance as the only Cistercian abbey to be founded from 
Ireland, and for its connections with Somerled, first Lord of the Isles. The archaeological 
remains have the potential to provide important information about the ecclesiastical 
architecture and monastic life of a small 12th-century Cistercian abbey. The site is also 
important for its outstanding collection of 14th to early 16th-century carved stones which have 
the potential to contribute to our understanding of ecclesiastical organisation, funerary 
practices and the production of monumental sculpture in western Scotland in the medieval 
period.
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Asset/Event Number 32

Asset/Event Name Saddell House,fort 450m NE of

Type of Asset/Event Fort

Listing No./NRHE Number

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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Listing No./NRHE Number SM3539; NR73SE 5

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 179485

Northing 632077

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description OS 6" map, Argyllshire, 2nd ed., (1924)

A fort measuring about 27.5m by 23m within a single wall is situated at a height of 50m OD in 
Pluck Wood. From the N the approach is almost level, while on the other three sides the fall of 
the ground is not particularly steep. Round the NW half of the perimeter the wall has been 
reduced to a stony scarp, but elsewhere it is represented by a band of debris up to 4.3m thick, 
in which two stretches of the outer face are visible. On the E the face still stands to a height of 
1.1m in three courses and is constructed of large slabs. The position of the entrance is not 
apparent.

The only features in the interior are a comparatively recent wall, itself now ruinous, and a cairn 
which was erected in 1935.

RCAHMS 1971, visited 1960.

The fort is as described and planned by RCAHMS (1971). A further length of ruinous, relatively 
recent walling is to be seen immediately N of the modern cairn.

Surveyed at 1:10 000.

Visited by OS (JB) 23 February 1978.

Note (13 October 2014 - 23 May 2016)

Atlas of Hillforts of Britain and Ireland

This small oval fortification measures only 27m by 23m internally (0.05ha) within a wall 
reduced to a band of rubble about 4.3m in thickness, and while two runs of outer facing 
constructed of large slabs can be seen, it occupies a weak position and should not be 
considered a fort. Its identification by RCAHMS investigators is a manifestation of the problems 
of morphological classification of small drystone structures in an area where the only 
categories available were fort and dun, and the interior of this example exceeds the size range 
they employed to define duns. Had it been situated on a strong topographical feature it would 
have qualified under the definitions employed by the Atlas. In essence this is a fortified 
settlement enclosure.

Information from An Atlas of Hillforts of Great Britain and Ireland – 23 May 2016. Atlas of 
Hillforts SC2266

Asset/Event Number 33

Asset/Event Name Rudha nan Sgarbh,dun

Type of Asset/Event Dun

Listing No./NRHE Number SM3100; NR73SE 4

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 179754

Northing 634017

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description OS 6" map, Argyllshire, 2nd ed., (1924)

On a steep-sided rocky knoll 12m high, situated a few metres inland from high-water mark at 
Rubha nan Sgarbh, there is a dun measuring internally 27.5m in length by 10.5m in maximum 
width. The dun has been defended by a wall 3.7m in thickness, of which one stretch of the 
inner face and several stretches of the outer face are preserved in situ as shown on the plan. In 
some places the outer facing-stones lie as much as 2.1m below the margin of the summit area, 
while at one point on the NNE the wall is carried across a natural cleft in the knoll on a 
foundation of stones 5m in depth.

The entrance, which is on the E is well preserved and measures 1.5m in width. Originally access 
to it was gained by means of a gully which leads up to the steep ESE flank of the knoll, but at 
the present time the gully is choked with tumbled debris and terminates in a sheer drop of 3m 
to the shore below. The interior of the dun is featureless.

Part of the flat upper stone of a rotary quern found in the debris of the wall on the date of visit 
is now in Campbeltown Museum.

RCAHMS 1971, visited 1960.

The dun is as described and planned by RCAHMS (1971).

Surveyed at 1:10 000.

Visited by OS (JB) 24 Febr

NR 7975 3402 Site identified as part of a coastal zone assessment survey.

M Cressey, S Badger, 2005.

Asset/Event Number 34

Asset/Event Name Portrigh Strip, earthwork

Type of Asset/Event Enclosure

Listing No./NRHE Number SM3672

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 181414

Northing 637806

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description (Centred NR 8137 3784) Earthwork, Portrigh Strip (Site).

An earthwork consisting of a rampart and external ditch is revealed by crop markings on 
National Survey RAF air photographs (106G Scot/UK 46 3058-9) in the level field that borders 

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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the E side of Portrigh Strip, 640m S of Carradale. The work was probably oval on plan with 
maximum internal measurements of 70m from N to S by 61m from E to W, but the W side lies 
within the wood and is not visible on the photographs. At the time of the visit, shortly after the 
hay had been cut, the ditch was clearly marked by a belt of clover about 3.5m in width.
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1955; Information from RCAHMS 6" map.

No trace of this feature was seen at the time of visit, when the field was in pasture.

Visited by OS (JB) 26 February 1978.

Asset/Event Number 35

Asset/Event Name Carradale,fort,Kilbrannan Sound

Type of Asset/Event Fort

Listing No./NRHE Number SM2180; NR83NW 1

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 181516

Northing 636504

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description (NR 8151 3646) Fort (NR)

(Vitrified) (NR)

OS 6" map, Argyllshire, 2nd ed., (1924)

On the summit of Carradale Point, at a height of 15m OD, there is a vitrified fort measuring 
56.5m by 23m internally. The site occupies the middle of an elongated peninsula which is cut 
off from the adjacent mainland at high tide.

The fort defences comprise a continuous wall (A on the RCAHMS {1971} plan) with outworks 
(B-H) presumably designed to restrict access to the site. Wall A is now represented for the 
most part by a low grass-grown bank about 4.5m in thickness, from which large masses of 
vitrified core-material protrude as shown on the plan. A stretch of the outer face of the wall, 
measuring 8m in length, has survived in situ on the WNW, while, on the date of visit, it was 
found that the outer facing-stones at the SE angle of the fort had recently been exposed. 
Christison (1898) noted a considerable length of the outer face on the NW, but this is no longer 
visible. The masses of vitrified wall-core on the E side of the fort present a striking appearance 
attaining in some cases a height of 1.5m above the level of the exterior; on the SW, however, 
where no vitrified material is evident on the surface of the bank, six separate masses have 
been dislodged from the wall and lie a short distance away in the interior of the fort.

A gap in the bank between two large vitrified masses on the SE may indicate the position of the 
entrance. The interior contains several sinuous scarps which may be the result of surface 
quarrying undertaken during the construction of the fort.

Outside the fort a grass-grown stony bank (B), measuring 5.5m in thickness and 0.6m in height, 
runs up the slope from a rocky gully on the SE to join the fort wall a few yards S of the 
supposed entrance. That this bank represents a later development is suggested by the 
dicovery, referred to above, that the two structures are not bonded together but meet in a 
straight joint; the purpose of this addition was possibly to secure the entrance against attack 
from the S. Approach to the fort from this and other directions was likewise impeded by short 

Date and/or Period Prehistoric - Iron Age
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lengths of walling which blocked the natural gullies leading up from the shore; these are now 
represented either by stretches of outer facing-stones (C, D and F) or merely by bands of 
rubble core (E, G and H). An oval depression, some 7.5m outside the N end of the fort, is not 
mentioned by Christison (1898) in his account of the site, and is probably of recent origin.

D Christison 1898; RCAHMS 1971, visited 1960.

The vitrified fort is as described and planned by RCAHMS (1971).

A small, possibly natural, penannular enclosure 4.0m internal diameter, lies just outside the 
south wall of the fort. It incorporates on the S side the lump of vitrifaction shown by the 
RCAHM, but this may be simply tumble from the fort wall.

Surveyed at 1:10 000.

Visited by OS (JB) 24 February 1978.

NR 8151 3649 Site identified as part of a coastal zone assessment survey.

M Cressey and S Badger 2005.

Note (28 October 2014 - 18 October 2016)

Atlas of Hillforts of Britain and Ireland

This heavily vitrified fort is situated on the summit of Carradale Point, a narrow spit of land 
projecting southwards on the E side of Carradale Bay. Oval on plan, it measures 56.5m from N 
to S by 23m transversely (0.1ha) within a wall reduced to a bank of rubble which is up to 4.5m 
thick and contains large masses of vitrified wall core, particularly along its E side. A gap on the 
SSE is possibly an entrance, shielded on the southern side by a spur wall dropping down from 
the S end of the fort to the rocks on the shore, though a line of transverse face within the body 
of this spur possibly indicates that it is an addition. There are also other fragments of walls 
visible blocking gullies that would otherwise have provided access at several points on the N, 
W and S, effectively creating an outer fortified enclosure measuring about 140m in length from 
N to S by 45m in breadth (0.5ha). It is assumed that these walls are contemporary with the 
inner fort.

Information from An Atlas of Hillforts of Great Britain and Ireland – 18 October 2016. Atlas of 
Hillforts SC2452

Asset/Event Number 36

Asset/Event Name Airds Castle, 235m SE of Barncluith, Carradale

Type of Asset/Event Castle

Listing No./NRHE Number SM3177

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 182040

Northing 638314

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description The monument is the remains of a medieval castle located on the summit of a rock outcrop 
looking E over Kilbrannan Sound towards Arran. The visible remains comprise the fragments of 

Date and/or Period Medieval
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a stone curtain wall that appears originally to have enclosed the entire summit, an irregular 
pentagonal area measuring 67m N-S by 24m transversely. The curtain wall has a thickness of 
about 1.5m and now rises to a maximum height of 3.4m where it acts as a retaining wall on the 
E side of the site. The ground falls away steeply from the summit on all sides except the NW, 
where there is a hollow that probably represents a broad flat-bottomed ditch. The castle lies 
about 300m S of Carradale Harbour and 100m inland at about 20m above sea level. The 
monument was originally scheduled in 1972, but an inadequate area was included to protect 
the remains and the documentation did not meet modern standards: the present scheduling 
rectifies this.

The scheduled area is an irregular shape on plan, to include the remains described above and 
an area around them in which evidence for the monument's construction, use and 
abandonment may survive, as shown in red on the accompanying map.

Statement of National Importance
National Importance

The monument's cultural significance can be expressed as follows:

Intrinsic characteristics

Airds Castle was held by the Lords of the Isles until its forfeiture to the Crown in the late 15th 
century. Although its date of construction is not known, researchers believe all the existing 
remains are of medieval character. The principal entrance was probably situated towards the 
centre of the W side and reached by a track that climbs the W slopes of the outcrop; an 
apparent gap in the E wall may mark the site of a postern-gateway. Although there are no 
visible traces of any internal buildings, it is highly likely that significant archaeological deposits 
and features survive below ground level. These have high potential to inform us about the 
construction, use and development of the castle, including the layout, character and date of 
the buildings. The site has considerable potential to provide information about the daily lives 
of the occupants and about the changing character of structures and occupation over several 
hundred years. The likely survival of artefacts and ecofacts would also enhance our knowledge: 
there is particular potential for their recovery in a small circular reed-grown depression on the 
summit that may represent the site of a well, in the ditch to the NW, and in the deep hollow 
below the curtain wall to the E.

Contextual characteristics

The castle stands in a commanding position on the E coast of Kintyre; a strategic location that 
would have enabled its occupants to control the Kilbrannan Sound between Kintyre and Arran, 
which is particularly significant given the importance of the sea during the medieval period. It 
lay close to the boundary between lands controlled by the Lords of the Isles and those held by 
the Scottish king. There is particular potential to compare Airds Castle with Skipness Castle, 
which is located about 20 km away at the N end of the sound and was the administrative 
centre of a considerable barony, one of the great medieval lordships of Kintyre. There is also 
potential to study this monument in the context of several other important W coast castles, 
among them Castle Sween, Lochranza Castle, Dunstaffnage Castle and Rothesay Castle. Such 
comparisons give this monument considerable potential to inform our understanding of the 
nature of lordship, control and the wider operation of medieval society.

Associative characteristics

The castle seems to have come into the possession of the Crown at the end of the 15th 
century following the forfeiture of John, Lord of the Isles. In 1498 James IV granted the 
'Fortalicium de Ardcardane', together with other property in the same area, to an Ayrshire 
landholder, Sir Adam Reid of Stairquhite and Barskimming. In the middle of the 16th century 
the same lands formed part of the barony of Bar, in North Kintyre, then held by the 
MacDonalds of Dunnyveg. In 1605 they were again in the possession of the Reids of 
Barskimming.

The site of the castle is marked 'Airds Castle (Ruin)' on the Ordnance Survey 1st edition map.
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National Importance

This monument is of national importance because it has an inherent potential to make a 
significant addition to our understanding of the past, particularly the construction, defences 
and domestic life of a west coast medieval castle. The visible remains of the curtain wall are 
augmented by buried archaeology, and there is potential for the survival of organic remains 
that may be preserved in a well and ditch. The monument can enhance the written history of 
the Lords of the Isles by providing data on trade and exchange, economy and the details of 
everyday life. Its loss would impede our ability to understand the medieval castles of Argyll and 
Bute and their role in the exercise of power by the Lords of the Isles.

References
Bibliography
RCAHMS records the monument as NR83NW2. The West of Scotland Archaeology Service 
(WoSAS) Sites and Monuments Record reference is WoSASPIN 3813.
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RCAHMS, 1971, The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland. 
Argyll: an inventory of the ancient monuments, vol 1: Kintyre, p 157, no 308. Edinburgh.

Asset/Event Number 37

Asset/Event Name Killean House

Type of Asset/Event Mansion

Listing No./NRHE Number LB12005

HER Number

Status Listed Building - Category A

Easting 169659

Northing 644281

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Original design John Burnet Snr 1876, revised before execution by John James Burnet c.1877-
78, completed early 1880s; lower S wing 1907. Large asymmetrical mansion, mixed French, 
English and Scottish late Gothic and Early Renaissance motifs, 2 and 3-storey main block with 
lower wings, single storey and 2-storey with dormerheads forming L-plan forecourt facing E 
and service court to S. Coursed rubble with ashlar dressings. Battered basecourse, 
crowstepped gables with segmentally pedimented finials at main block. Slated roofs, big stacks 
with flues demarcated by V-chamfers and deep battered copes.

E (ENTRANCE) ELEVATION: crenellated 2-bay entrance tower with marked entasis, crenellated 
parapet and tall French roof, open timber porch with baluster columns on stone base. 2 
mullioned and transomed windows above. Hall-staircase elevation to left, irregular 
fenestration with monogrammed roundel. Broad circular angle tower with tall conical roof. 
Single storey service wing at right angles to SE ending in taller pavilion, pyramid roof truncated 
by louvered ventilator superstructure.

N ELEVATION: circular angle tower on left with simple corbel course at 1st floor level, 3 
Georganised windows at ground floor, 3 pedimented dormerhead windows above. Single bay 
link to gabled section, mullioned and transomed 3-light at ground floor, 2-light above.

W (GARDEN) ELEVATION: canted bay of 1-3-1 lights at ground floor corbelled to square in 2 

Date and/or Period Post-medieval
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stages at 1st floor, 3-light 1st floor window, central bay wiht 2-light window at ground floor, 
low single light above linking to 3-storey angle tower with marked entasis, 3-light windows at 
ground floor W and S, 2-light on W and 2 single lights on S at 1st, 3 transomed windows on W 
at 2nd, 4 on W, westmost with bold machicolated-like balcony pierced by quatrefoils at ends 
only. Elaborately stepped and moulded parapet with waterspouts. Slim angle towerlet at SE 
rising a storey higher on deep curvilinear corbelling, 2-and 3-light windows with colonnettes at 
top stage, tall roof clasped by chimney. Half-gable links to lower S wing with 1, 2 and 3-light 
windows, that at centre 1st with dormerhead, W gable of S wing to

right.

SERVICE COURT: entered by segmental archway with boldly stepped court and ball finial on 
east, elevations of court simple with chamfered openings and gabled masonry dormerheads, 
east gable is clasped by twin towerlets with corbelled top stages and pyramid roofs with ball 
finials.

INTERIOR: hall-staircase largely original, hall is galleried on all sides with convex angles, elegant 
turned balusters, now painted; interior largely Georganised, drawing room at NW has 
imported Jacobethan chimneypiece, dining room at SW has an enriched triglyph entablature 
and consoled chimneypiece, and the circular library in the NE tower has bookcases between 
the openings.

Statement of Special Interest
Built for James Macalister Hall of Tangy and Killean, who purchased the estates in 1873 and 
1875 respectively. The old house at Killean had stood on the site of the garden cottages and 
was burned whilst under reconstruction in 1875.

Upgraded to Category A 27 April 1992.

Asset/Event Number 38

Asset/Event Name Killean Home Farm

Type of Asset/Event Steading

Listing No./NRHE Number LB12006

HER Number

Status Listed Building - Category B

Easting 169575

Northing 644538

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Later 19th cent. Victorian.
Large steading along road.
1 storey and loft. Random rubble. Slated roof. Segmental arch to pend in centre, with 
pyramidal roof. Gablets. Piended wings to rear (with outbuilding in yard). 1 house of 1 1/2 
storeys and another of 2.

Date and/or Period Post-medieval

Asset/Event Number 39

Asset/Event Name Ballure

Type of Asset/Event Mansion
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Listing No./NRHE Number LB12013

HER Number

Status Listed Building - Category C

Easting 171544

Northing 649517

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Early 19th cent. mansion. 2 storeys; 3 bays wide, central bay projecting and pedimented, with 
round-headed doorway framed by architrave-cornice and pilasters; windows altered. Harled. 
Piended slated roof. Additions at N. end.

Statement of Special Interest
Built as dower-house of Macdonalds of Largie.

References
Bibliography
RCAHMS Vol 1 No 325

Date and/or Period Post-medieval

Asset/Event Number 40

Asset/Event Name Gortinanane House

Type of Asset/Event House

Listing No./NRHE Number LB12014

HER Number

Status Listed Building - Category C

Easting 170592

Northing 647451

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Early 19th cent. Plain 2-storeyed house; 3 bays wide.
Harled. Piended slated roof. Large additions at rear.

Date and/or Period Post-medieval

Asset/Event Number 41

Asset/Event Name Killean Home Farmhouse

Type of Asset/Event Farmhouse

Listing No./NRHE Number LB13073

HER Number

Status Listed Building - Category B

Easting 169550

Northing 644452

Date and/or Period Post-medieval
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Northing 644452

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Mid 19th century, 2-storey, 3-bay farmhouse with classical porch. Squared and coursed rubble 
with cherry caulking, ashlar dressings.

ENTRANCE ELEVATION: pilastered ashlar porch to centre (glazed in). Windwos flanking, 3 
windows at 1st floor.

SIDE ELEVATION: canted window to right.

4-pane sash and case windows. Grey slate roof with overhanging eaves; rendered coped end 
stacks with moulded cans.

Asset/Event Number 42

Asset/Event Name Lodge, Killean House

Type of Asset/Event Lodge

Listing No./NRHE Number LB13074; NR64SE 34.01

HER Number

Status Listed Building - Category B

Easting 169511

Northing 644422

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description No description held at: https://portal.historicenvironment.scot/designation/LB13074 or by 
Canmore

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 43

Asset/Event Name Cour House

Type of Asset/Event House

Listing No./NRHE Number LB18360

HER Number

Status Listed Building - Category A

Easting 182342

Northing 648147

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description 1921-2. Oliver Hill, architect. Large, outstanding Arts and Crafts house in an English Mediaeval 
style. Two storeyed. Whinstone rubble walls and chimneys. Purbeck stone slates. Steel 
casement windows. Roughly symmetrical entrance front, flanked by round towers and short 
wings, has door to entrance lobby behind which is a large Hall. There is a Library to the East of 

Date and/or Period Modern
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the Hall and a long rear wing to the West. In the re-entrant angle is a terrace.

Statement of Special Interest
An astonishing country house designed by the English architect, Oliver Hill, for J B Gray, a 
shipping magnate, on the site of an old farmhouse. Hill's drawings at the RIBA include 
unexecuted drawings for the house by H E Clifford (who built the replacement farmhouse 
nearby). The house is built of grey-green whin stone, which was quarried on site and appears 
to grow out of the landscape, especially the entrance elevation where the roofs of low single-
storey side wings contrive to give the impression that the house is rising out of the ground. The 
rear elevation, which faces over steeply falling ground towards the sea, has a more 
monumental aspect. The architectural massing and composition is vigorously well-handled and 
strongly influenced by the works of Lutyens, who was a family friend, with heavy battered 
masonry, horizontal bands of mullioned windows and a strong and varied roof line. Yet while 
the house is a powerful example of Arts and Crafts architecture, it also looks forward to the 
modernism that was to mark out Hill's career in the 1930's. While the stone slates and thick 
masonry give the impression of a traditional building, modern materials were also employed, 
such as steel window frames and cement pointing (the latter causing severe problems of water 
penetration). The interior is notable for its generosity of space and Arts-and-Crafts detailing. A 
perspective drawing of the house was commissioned from F L Griggs by Hill, and exhibited at 
the Royal Academy. Change of category from B to A, 25 September 2006.

References
Bibliography
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW 64, 1928. F. A. Walker, The Buildings Of Scotland: Argyll And Bute, 
(2000) pp 200-1. Oliver Hill's drawings for Cour, Benjamin Tindall Architects (at 2009). RIBA 
Drawings collection (Oliver Hill with Clifford drawings in collection). Benjamin Tindall Architects 
CONDITION REPORT, August 1991. Information courtesy of H Nickerson, re material found by 
Alan Powers at RIBA on original commission.

Asset/Event Number 44

Asset/Event Name Saddell Parish Church, Dippen

Type of Asset/Event Church

Listing No./NRHE Number LB18392/ NR73NE 3.00

HER Number

Status Listed Building - Category C

Easting 179595

Northing 637701

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description c.1900 Plain Gothic Revival. Coursed rubble; dressed face-work Gabled. Slate roofs Small spire 
at end. Skews. Lancets. Wheel window. Plain interior. Gallery.

Statement of Special Interest
Ecclesiastical in use as such. On site of earlier Parish Church (1771). Saddell and Skipness Parish 
was formed in 1753.

Date and/or Period Post-medieval; Modern

Asset/Event Number 45

Asset/Event Name Dippen Bridge, Carradale

Type of Asset/Event Bridge
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Type of Asset/Event Bridge

Listing No./NRHE Number LB18393/NR73NE 16.00

HER Number

Status Listed Building - Category B

Easting 179795

Northing 637612

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description 18th (?) century Segmental span. Rubble. Flat slab coping to parapets.

Date and/or Period Post-medieval

Asset/Event Number 46

Asset/Event Name Grogport Old Manse, Grogport

Type of Asset/Event Manse

Listing No./NRHE Number LB18405

HER Number

Status Listed Building - Category B

Easting 181053

Northing 643410

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description 1772. Plain Georgian. 2 storeys; 3 windows wide. Harled Gabled slate roof. Band-courses. 
Porch (later). 1-storey piended addition at rear.

Statement of Special Interest
Farmhouse. Originally the Manse of united parish of Saddell and Skipness. Disused as Manse 
since c.1940.

Date and/or Period Post-medieval

Asset/Event Number 47

Asset/Event Name Hall, Killean

Type of Asset/Event Hall

Listing No./NRHE Number LB43250

HER Number

Status Listed Building - Category B

Easting 169578

Northing 644620

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description

Date and/or Period Post-medieval
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Description Circa 1895, JJ Burnet. Single storey, 5 bay, cream sandstone ashlar dressing, carefully random 
schist rubble, rounded corners. Prominent eaves.

WEST ELEVATION: to right, 3 tall windows, 8 pane upper sashes 12 pane lowerm regularly 
spaced. To left, catslide roof over low porch with glazed corner screen and canted bay window 
with multipane casement glazing.

SOUTH ELEVATION: plain bargeboard, jettied canted bay window at upper level, S face 
tripartite, 18 pane windows lower part of centre opening of casement. Section of eaves above 
window advanced, half timbering in gabley, terra-cotta finial. One chimney stack on cross wall 
towards N end with prominent cope, extended in concrete.

Roof rosemary tiles.

Interior and rear elevation not seen.

Statement of Special Interest
Part of A group with "Dolls' Houses", steading, ruined medieval chuch and Killean House and 
lodge.

Asset/Event Number 48

Asset/Event Name The Doll's Houses, Killean

Type of Asset/Event Houses

Listing No./NRHE Number LB43266

HER Number

Status Listed Building - Category A

Easting 169581

Northing 644687

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Circa 1895, JJ Burnet. Pair of storey and attic semi-detached blocks of U-plan Arts and Crafts 
cottages. Cream sandstone ashlar dressings and carefully random schist rubble. Each block has 
mirror-image cottages.

FRONT ELEVATION: LEFT-HAND TYPE, 4 gable prominent eaves, with plain bargeboard 
supported on corbels, small 4-pane window at attic, with roof extended and piended on left to 
gound floor which has bipartite corner casement glazing. To right roof carried down on bracket 
to form porch, with baluster on dwarf wall supporting bargeboard. Porch continues under 
deep eaves, with tripartite casement window in brick wall. Wooden bench seats below 
window. Chimney stacks with plain copes and blocking course on gable heads and was wall 
between houses. 3-pane skylight on upper slope of main roof.

SIDE ELEVATION: single storey, with quadripartite casement corner glazing to right. Small piend 
above this window, full piend to left, skylight to left. All casements 6-pane.

RIGHT-HAND COTTAGES: mirror images of left.

Interiors not seen.

References
Bibliography
A remarkably distinguished group of Arts and Crafts buildings housing workers on Killean 

Date and/or Period Post-medieval
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Estate. Part of A group with school, steading and ruined mdieval church and Killean House and 
lodge.

Asset/Event Number 49

Asset/Event Name Killean And Kilchenzie Parish Church, A' Chleit

Type of Asset/Event Church

Listing No./NRHE Number LB12035

HER Number

Status Listed Building - Category A

Easting 168125

Northing 641806

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description 1787. Georgian. Oblong. Harled. Piended slated roof. Round-headed windows. Pedimented 
projection on E. side; with pilastered and pedimented doorway flanked by round-headed 
niches.

Belfry Interior: Coombed ceiling. 3 lofts on wooden columns. Mural tablet (1818) to Colonel 
Norman MacAlister of Clachaig, Governor of Prince Edward Island.

Statement of Special Interest
In ecclesiastical use. On A'Chleit a promontory in Sound of Gigha. Repaired 1945. Upgraded 
from B to A, 9 June 1995.

References
Bibliography
Groome

T.S.A.

Hay 'Post Reformation Churches'

RCAHMS INV.258.

Date and/or Period Post-medieval

Asset/Event Number 50

Asset/Event Name Saddell Castle

Type of Asset/Event Castle

Listing No./NRHE Number LB18403

HER Number

Status Listed Building - Category A

Easting 178906

Northing 631545

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Date and/or Period Post-medieval
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Council Argyll and Bute

Description Dated 1508. Restored 1650-2 and in 1890's.

KEEP: Oblong. 4 storeys. Harled. Gabled slate roof; crowsteps. Crenellated and corbelled 
parapet. Angle-turrets. Cape-house. Doorway with rope-moulding; inset over with date '1508'. 
Inset, above, of Galley of Lorne. Interior refitted c. 1650. Turnpike stair. Barrel-vaulted ground 
floor. Kitchen and Hall on 1st floor. Small apartments on upper floors.

OUTBUILDINGS. Of various kinds. Rubble; roofless. Mainly of late 18th and early 19th cents.

CURTAIN WALLS: Harled. Round archway (1 with insets over with date MDCCCXCV) and belfry 
above).

Statement of Special Interest
Derelict. Built for David Hamilton, Bishop of Argyll (1506-23) when Abbey lands were annexed 
to Bishopric. Burned by Earl of Sussex 1558. Given in 1650 by Marquis of Argyll to William 
Ralston of that Ilk, (the pioneer of the plantation of Lowland lairds in Kintyre) who restored it.

References
Bibliography
Groome's Gazetteer A McKerral 'Kintyre' Argyll C.C. 'List' C & D Arch Vol III pp 197-200 (plans, 
ill) Country Life. Sept. 19, 1947 p.572 (ill) INV 313 RCAHMS.

Asset/Event Number 51

Asset/Event Name Lag Kilmichael

Type of Asset/Event Church

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74SE 2.00

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 178600

Northing 640800

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description There appears to have been a church or chapel at Kilmichael (OPS 1854).

Lag Kilmichael (NR 786 408) was known as Kilmichael (information from Estate map).

Orig Paroch Scot 1854; Name Book 1869.

No local information could be obtained regarding church or chapel.

Visited by OS (J M) 24 February 1978.

Date and/or Period Post-medieval

Asset/Event Number 52

Asset/Event Name Gleann Drochaide

Type of Asset/Event Shieling Huts

Date and/or Period Post-medieval

 



 

Appendix 2: Gazetteer of Heritage Assets and Events

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74SE 3.00

HER Number 58365

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 175400

Northing 644300

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Centred at NR 754 443, along the banks of a stream, are turf and stone footings - turf 
predominating - of fourteen shielings. Dimensions range between 3.0 by 2.5m and 4.0 by 3.0m 
and give a roughly sub-oval plan. Several of the footings surmount pronounced mounds that 
are almost certainly the remains of earlier shielings.

Surveyed at 1:10 000.

Visited by OS (J M) 28 February 1978.

*DL
*12/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

No safe access to asset identifed during survey. Asset likely survives at the edge of forestry 
plantation along the Drochaida Burn.

Asset/Event Number 53

Asset/Event Name Gleann Drochaide

Type of Asset/Event Shieling Huts

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74SE 4.00

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 175000

Northing 643700

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Centred at NR 750 438, on level ground above the south side of a stream, are turf and stone 
footings of about six shielings. The average dimensions are 4.0 by 3.0m giving a roughly sub-
oval plan.

Surveyed at 1:10 000.

Visited by OS (J M) 28 February 1978.

*DL
*12/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Within forestry plantation planted since the 1970s/80s. Potentially destroyed and/or truncated.

Date and/or Period Post-medieval
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Asset/Event Number 54

Asset/Event Name Gleann Drochaide

Type of Asset/Event Shieling Huts

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74SW 17.00

HER Number 3498

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 174980

Northing 643720

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Centred at NR 7498 4372, above the east side of a stream, are turf and stone footings of two 
shieling huts. Each measures approximately 5.0 by 3.0m and is sub-rectangular in plan.

Surveyed at 1:10 000.

Visited by OS (J M) 28 February 1978.

*DL
*12/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Within forestry plantation planted since the 1970s/80s. Potentially destroyed and/or truncated.

Date and/or Period Post-medieval

Asset/Event Number 55

Asset/Event Name Grogport

Type of Asset/Event Cist

Listing No./NRHE Number NR84SW 2.00

HER Number 3863

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 180790

Northing 644350

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description (NR 8079 4435) About 90m NW of the bridge that carries the public road over the Allt Sunadale 
at Grogport, and at a height of 10m OD, there are the remains of a cist known locally as "The 
Sailor's Grave". It measures 1.2m by 0.74m internally with the long axis aligned roughly N and 
S, and is built of thin slabs, measuring between 0.08m and 0.18m in thickness; the side slabs 
are each 1.4m long and slightly overlap the N and S end-slabs, which are 0.7m and 0.5m long 
respectively. The cap-stone, which projects about 0.05m above ground, is broken, and two 
portions of it now partially cover the cist, one at either end, with a gap of 0.4m between them. 
The interior is filled with rubble and the remaining fragments of the cover slab.
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1963; Information from D Colville 1960; Information from RCAHMS 6" 
map.

Date and/or Period Unknown
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No change to RCAHMS (1971) report.
Surveyed at 1:10 000.
Visited by OS (JM) 23 February 1978.

Asset/Event Number 56

Asset/Event Name Grogport

Type of Asset/Event Cairn; Cist

Listing No./NRHE Number NR84SW 3.00

HER Number 3864

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 180810

Northing 644300

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS V - Probably of National Importance

(NR 8081 4430) Cairn with cist exposed.

Information from RCAHMS 6" map; Information from R B K Stevenson September 1972.

A turf-covered cairn, with a cist exposed, it situated on the edge of a steep bank along the NE 
side of a stream. It measures 10.5m NW-SE by 9.0m transversely and 0.7m high. Slightly 
mutilated in the SE quadrant, but the centre appears undisturbed. Part of the SW quadrant of 
the cairn has slipped into the stream revealing a cist measuring 0.8m NE-SW by 0.5m 
transversely, and 0.5m deep. It is placed on the pan with no apparent bottom lining. The SW 
end-stone is missing, but the remaining sides and capstone are in situ.

Surveyed at 1:10 000.

Visited by OS (JM) 24 February 1978.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 57

Asset/Event Name Dippen Hill

Type of Asset/Event Charcoal Burning Platform

Listing No./NRHE Number NR73NE 1.00

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 179700

Northing 636800

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description NR 797 368. About twenty scooped platforms occur on the south and south-east slopes of the 

Date and/or Period Unknown
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hill. Ten platforms cut into the hillside cover an area quarter of a mile square between 30m 
and 100m asl. Diameters vary from 8m to 10.5m.

A narrow trench cut on one platform revealed a hard gritty floor. A post-hole, 25cms deep, and 
two socket holes each 8cms deep were cut into it.

E B Rennie 1974a; 1974c; M Daniels 1974.

Centred at NR 797 368, along the east and south-east slopes of Cnoc na Dippen in an area of 
heather and scrub, some fifteen circular or oval platforms, scooped into the hill-slope, can be 
identified. They vary in size from 7.5m by 6.5m to 10.0m by 8.5m; the longer axis of the oval 
platforms is in each case parallel to the contour. In a number of instances a 'gap' between the 
back and front scarps, at the change of slope, probably indicates the entrance. The back and 
front scarps achieve a maximum height of 0.8m. In a few examples some stone, possibly of a 
revetment, is visible in the front scarp.

The date and purpose of these platforms remains uncertain. In their size, shape and disposition 
they strongly resemble early hut platforms similar to the 'unenclosed' settlements of 
Peebleshire. The trial excavations of E B Rennie and M Daniels (1974) revealing 'a hard gritty 
floor... a post hole... and two socket holes' tend to corroborate this classification.

There appear to be a number of lynchets associated with the platforms, and there is a 
possibility that some of the natural terracing of the hillslope, noticeably at NR 797 370, may 
have been accentuated by cultivation.

Conversely in a number of the platforms the back scarp is unusually sharp inferring a more 
recent construction. This possibility is further supported by the apparent breaching of a 
medieval or post-medieval field bank by one of the scooped platforms at NR 7979 3665. The 
margins of this platform, however, are ill-defined compared with the others, and it may in fact 
be the result of surface quarrying. They may be charcoal- burning platforms, but there is a 
marked absence of black earth which one might expect.

Surveyed at 1:2500.

Visited by OS (JB) 16 March 1978.

There are 19 Platforms within an area of 1 hectare. They are all apparently earth banked. They 
are graded in size - viz 1 of 10m, 2 of 9.1m, 5 of 8.2m, 5 of 7.3m, 4 of 6.4m, and 1 of 5.5m. 
They all lie between the 50m contour and the 120m contour. 1 quadrant of Platform 12 was 
excavated in July. It had a diameter of 9.1m, and lay at 80m OD under a heather cover. On 
excavation there was no evidence of burning to make charcoal but an extremely hard floor 
with charcoal patches was uncovered. Post holes were found above the lip at the front and 
sides but no post holes were centrally placed in the floor. However the charcoal patches were 
in the position, where roof-support post holes would have been expected. There was a 
probable palisade ledge below the front lip forming a 'stepped' construction.

No finds were collected but charcoal was taken from the floor and will be sent for dating.

E Rennie 1988.

Asset/Event Number 58

Asset/Event Name Rhondale Wood

Type of Asset/Event Charcoal Burning Platform

Listing No./NRHE Number NR73NE 10.00

HER Number 3426; 58371

Date and/or Period Unknown
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Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 178700

Northing 638000

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS V - Probably of National Importance

A possible charcoal burner's platform has been found in the plantation on the hillslope 
opposite NR73NE 9.
G Siggins 1986.

NR73NE 10 787 380 and 788 378
Grid reference of NR 788 382, quoted in DES (1986), is erroneous; there are two platforms, at 
approximately NR 787 380 and NR 788 378.
Information from G Siggins to Dr J N G Ritchie, 8 May 1989.

Asset/Event Number 59

Asset/Event Name Church Wood

Type of Asset/Event Charcoal Burning Platform

Listing No./NRHE Number NR73NE 11.00

HER Number 3427; 59098

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 179200

Northing 637800

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS V - Probably of National Importance

There is a possible platform in the fire lane at approximately NR 792 378.

Information from G Siggins to Dr J N G Ritchie, 8 May 1989.

*DL 
*08/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Asset not identified on site. Located within a steep firebreak that has recently been disturbed 
for a line of low OHL pylons. Ground covered with thick vegetation, and surrounded by mature 
forestry plantation.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 60

Asset/Event Name Carradale

Type of Asset/Event Find Spot - Flints

Listing No./NRHE Number

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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Listing No./NRHE Number NR73NE 12.00

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 179200

Northing 638700

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description A large flint end-scraper and a flint knife were found in 1957 in the field adjoining NR73NE 9, at 
that time used as a forestry nursery.
E R Cregeen 1956; G Siggins 1988

Asset/Event Number 61

Asset/Event Name Rhondale

Type of Asset/Event Millstone Quarry

Listing No./NRHE Number NR73NE 6.00

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 178580

Northing 639230

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description An unfinished millstone measuring about 1.5m in diameter and 0.3m. in thickness lies in the 
turf 400m N of Rhonadale farmhouse and just outside a Forestry Commission plantation. The 
exposed face of the stone and the central orifice show drill-marks, and this suggests that the 
millstone is of 18th or 19th century date. Part of what appears to be a second millstone may 
be seen protruding through the turf in the immediate vicinity of the first. Both stones were 
probably quarried from the adjacent rock-face to the N; they may have been intended for use 
at the mill that formerly existed at Rhonadale.
Visited June 1967.

RCAHMS 1971.
As described.

Visited by OS 16 March 1978.

Date and/or Period Post-medieval

Asset/Event Number 62

Asset/Event Name Carradale

Type of Asset/Event Pits; Findspot

Listing No./NRHE Number NR73NE 9.00

HER Number 3436

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 179100

Date and/or Period Prehistoric - Bronze Age
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Easting 179100

Northing 638600

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS V - Probably of National Importance

In December 1985 charcoal layers and pits were noticed in the river bank where a loop of the 
Carradale Water has been enlarged and altered in shape over the past 20 years. Site 'A' 
presents a solid black layer of charcoal sloping steeply down from the present ground level for 
more than a metre and leveling out just above boulder clay. Following the same direction is a 
broad band of brown soil containing charcoal and fragments of human bone. A hammer-stone 
and part of a flat centrally pierced stone disc were retrieved from tha brown layer and from 
the clay below it enough sherds to complete the profile of a 14cm. diameter plain, flat-based 
vessel, probably late Bronze Age. One rim sherd of a larger pot was found in a fall of earth. Site 
'B' is about 50m distant and separated by a fast eroding neck of land and consists of two pits, 
one U-shaped and the other tilted bowl-shape. Both contain heat split stones in a matrix o f 
soil and charcoal. The limits of the second appear to be defined by unburned s tones and there 
is a deposit of similar rubble in the middle with pieces of charcoal up to 1cm. in size amongst 
it. A third layer is just appearing between the two.
G Siggins 1986.

Four hearths eventually appeared at Site B and evidence of iron making, though no visible 
smelter yet identified. Erosion over winter 1986-87 and since, has revealed a scatter of 
charcoal continuing northwards from the hearths and round a newly formed promontory 
where a pile of large stones was exposed on a broad terrace of iron stained gravel which 
overlies clay beds containing an abundance of well-preserved vegetation - leaves, twigs, nuts, 
etc., 2m-3m below present ground level. A similar pile of stones was lifted by JCB during 
drainage operations two fields away to the N this summer. At present these piles of stones, 
though suggesting a collapsed structure can only be described as 'interesting'. Pit 5, recently 
located, differs from the others. It seems disturbed; there are concentrations of charcoal and 
stones at one side and pink-red burned clay in the centre. A forked branch passes through the 
pit (cf Pit B3).
G Siggins 1987.

The Carra Water has continued to destroy two sides of this field. This year a third area of 
interest 'C', has been added to 'A'. 'A' still yields charcoal and fragments of calcined bone - 
human and animal - and last December a sherd of coarse, brownish-grey pottery was found on 
a gravel bank in front of it. Of a total of six features at 'B' between December 1985 and 
December 1987 only a hearth and a large pit remain. The latter, B5, is roughly V shaped and 
contains a mixture of debris such as decayed wood, stones and patches of burned soil and 
charcoal.

It is unlike the more structured pits and hearths, now destroyed which were associated with 
ironmaking. A C14 date of 2370+- 100 bp (GU2410) was obtained from B5. 'C' has appeared in 
the crumbling river terrace to the east of 'A' and consists of a dark line, 3-4cms thick, running 
some 30cms below the surface of the field. A small trench, dug well away from the edge of the 
river cutting showed that a compacted layer containing a few flakes of charcoal and fragments 
of iron continues under the field. The layer is interrupted by old drainage ditches from an 
adjoining field.
G Siggins 1988.

Grid reference of NR 792 386, quoted in DES is erroneous; it should read NR 791 386.
Information from G Siggins to Dr J N G Ritchie, 8 May 1989.

NR 792 386 There have been no developments at parts 'A' and 'C' but in October 1988 rough 
weather with flooding completely covered 'B' with sand almost levelling it with the field that 
overlies the occupations. At the same time new features appeared in section in the riverbank 
on a third side of the field where a large promontory had been washed away the previous 
spring, 'D'. These consist of a v-shaped pit of brown soil with some charcoal and a few stones; 
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a 3m long horizontal band of irregular depth containing charcoal scatters and pockets, and a 
very dense scoop-shaped deposit of blackened soil with large pieces of charcoal and 
projections above and below as if wooden stakes had been burned in situ. There is also an 
intrusion of soft red clay some 2m wide at its top which interrupts the otherwise undisturbed 
layers of terrace material. Though this appears natural (red clay occurs in quantity further 
down river and was used for various purposes in the recent past), flecks of charcoal can be 
seen on close inspection throughout the deposit and a substance like slightly hardened clay 
runs through it in two places to the bottom where it spreads as if poured and set.

Small finds at 'D' include a few fragments of iron and some slag plus other evidence of iron 
making activity and a sherd of worn, buff-coloured pottery. From shallow water where 'B' and 
'D' conjoin the upper stone of a rotary quern was retrieved, much waterworn but complete 
with hopper and handle hole. It was supported on its edge against a heavy stone block which 
has one flat surface - possibly a saddle quern. On a gravel bank in front of 'B' a wedge-shaped 
fragment of a possible spindle quern was also found, a piece of iron still in place at what would 
have been the centre.
G Siggins 1989a.

There have been more episodes of severe flooding than usual over the past twelve months. 
Parts 'A' and 'C' have not been greatly affected, being more sheltered from the full onslaught 
of the weather, but the stretch of 'B' which had contained the most impressive and 
undisturbed evidence for ironmaking no longer exists. The features at 'D', including two post 
holes which appeared later, have also gone, though there is still a good deal of thickly 
scattered charcoal where 'D' merges with the remains of 'B'. A black line has now appeared in 
the northward continuation of the riverbank from 'D'; this is interrupted by a square sectioned 
possible socket, a pointed post hole, and a small pit of irregular shape and there is some 
charcoal at its furthest extent.

A geophysical survey by HBM shows that areas of possible archaeological interest may yet lie 
beneath the remainder of the field and it is hoped these will be investigated by excavation in 
due course.
G Siggins 1990.

A concentration of archaeological features at Achnasavil, Carradale, which has been recorded 
since 1985, is being rapidly destroyed by river erosion. Limited excavations were carried out in 
1991 in order to date and characterise the nature of the site. Four periods of activity have 
been identified: cultivation in the Neolithic period; an occupation in the early Bronze Age; a 
domestic settlement in the late Bronze Age; and an Iron Age occupation. A programme of 
morphological mapping and dating of valley floor terraces in lower Carradale showed that the 
present day flood plain of the Carra Water was created by the early Neolithic period and the 
morphology of the valley floor has changed little since that time.
S Carter and R Tipping 1993.

Four small areas were excavated to investigate features revealed by river erosion over a 
number of years. A radiocarbon date of 2370 +/- 100 bp has been obtained from a previously 
recorded pit fill. Groups of plough truncated post holes and shallow pits were located but very 
few finds were recovered. A substantial though poorly preserved prehistoric site is indicated. 
Further charcoal samples have been submitted for dating.
Sponsor: HS.
S Carter 1991b.

Following excavations in the field overlying the occupation, and a riverbank fall, a post hole 
packed with stones and two irregular-shaped pits were exposed. A well-worn whetstone and a 
convex flint scraper were also found in tumble at this point.
G Siggins 1991a.

A stone-filled pit in the riverbank 13m N of the original 1985 find extends to 80cm beneath the 
field. The stones are packed in with small, thin ones filling gaps. One extra large stone is well-
bedded and quite stable after several months of protruding from the riverbank. Among the 
stones is black soil with pockets of charcoal; a few bone fragments and a small sherd were also 
found. A band of dark soil with small stones is appearing 1.20m to the S - a quite separate 
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feature.

Radiocarbon dates in 1991 (supra) show that the site was under cultivation in the Neolithic and 
occupied early and late in the Bronze Age; with the Iron Age radiocarbon date obtained from 
features now destroyed by erosion, the multi-period nature of the site is now established.
G Siggins 1992.

Asset/Event Number 63

Asset/Event Name Loch a' Chuirn

Type of Asset/Event Cairn (Possible)

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74NE 4.00

HER Number 14550; 59095

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 178900

Northing 646200

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Loch a Chuirn or Loch Carran (name given on estate map). The former spelling (that given by 
local people) means Cairn Loch.

Name Book, Argyll.

A thorough search, assisted by Mr and Mrs JG Scott, Glasgow, failed to reveal any trace of a 
cairn and local enquiry failed to elicit any information. A stone-built sheep-fank at NR 7880 
4681 might have been constructed from the stones of a cairn but we had no time time to 
examine it. In recent years the loch has been drained by the Forestry Commission, and the 
surrounding area is planted with young trees.

Information from D Colville to Ordnance Survey, 1960.

*DL 
*08/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Not visited as previous survey indicated that no cairn is located here.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 64

Asset/Event Name Auchenbreck

Type of Asset/Event Enclosure; Stone Setting

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74SE 8.00

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 177900

Northing 644200

Date and/or Period Prehistoric - Neolithic; Bronze Age
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Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Clear-felling on an E-facing hillside overlooking Auchenbreck farm is revealing ruinous 
structures: (1) D-shaped; sub-circular, hollowed area enclosed by random stone walling; 
possible entrance on south side; stone blocks of a natural outcrop form one straight side. 
Internal measurement back to front 4m. (2) Oval enclosure measuring 11m by 9m. (3) A small 
very mutilated rectangular enclosure. (4) A setting of stones, some on edge, approximately 1m 
in diameter. Other structures have been seen and await examination when debris can be 
cleared.
G Siggins 1991.

*DL
*12/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Within forestry plantation planted since the 1970s/80s. Potentially destroyed and/or truncated.

Asset/Event Number 65

Asset/Event Name Narachan

Type of Asset/Event Shieling Huts; Sheepfold

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74NE 1.00

HER Number 12924; 58485

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 176927

Northing 646632

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Shielings (NAT) (A single stylised rectangular feature shown)

OS 1:10,000 map (1980).

*LB
*06/03/2024
*Historic map
*Area annotated as "Narachan" , and depicted as a polgonal impovoed enclosure sub-divided 
into three areas with a sheepfold in the NE corner, and a building in the western extent. 
*Argyllshire, Sheet CCXXXVI Survey date: 1867,  Publication date: 1870

Date and/or Period Post-medieval

Asset/Event Number 66

Asset/Event Name Knock Kilmichael

Type of Asset/Event Farmstead

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74SE 5.00

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Date and/or Period Post-medieval
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Status

Easting 178680

Northing 640540

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Unnamed, unroofed rectangular building.
OS 1:10,000 map, (1980)

Knock Kilmichael: a small farmhouse.
Name Book 1869.

A farmstead, comprising two roofed buildings, one unroofed building and one unroofed 
structure is depicted on the 1st edition of the OS 6-inch map (Argyllshire 1869, sheet ccxli). 
One unroofed building is shown on the current edition of the OS 1:10000 map (1980).
Information from RCAHMS (AKK) 22 October 1998.

Asset/Event Number 67

Asset/Event Name Brackely Burial Ground

Type of Asset/Event Burial Ground

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74SE 6.00

HER Number 11899

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 179390

Northing 641820

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description NR74SE 6 7939 4182
No tradition of antiquity appears to be attached to this burial-ground. The earliest legible 
tombstone is dated 1734.
RCAHMS 1971, visited May 1962.

Date and/or Period Post-medieval

Asset/Event Number 68

Asset/Event Name Lag Kilmichael

Type of Asset/Event Enclosure

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74SE 7.00

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 178630

Northing 640820

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description

Date and/or Period Unknown
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Description Sub-rectangular enclosure on a near-island formed by a loop in the Kilmichael river, a tributary 
of the Carra Water. Stonework substantial, up to 1m high in places. Entrance on S. Enclosure 
lies E-W, occupies all available land. Signs of buried foundations at E end. Well outside, 
possibly stone-lined. Natural causeway with track leads from E corner to top of river terrace, 
where there is possible buried masonry.
G Siggins 1989.

Asset/Event Number 69

Asset/Event Name An Caisteal

Type of Asset/Event Natural Feature; 'Castle'; Dun/Fort

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74NE 5.00

HER Number 13931; 59096

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 177100

Northing 645300

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description An Caisteal 'The Castle' - a bold rocky craig.
Name Book, Argyll, 1869.

Site identified by staff from West Argyll Forest District during operations in the Deucheran 
forest area:
WAFD Site ID 932: Possibly only a place-name
Information from West Argyll Forest District (Source: NMRS)
Entered WoSAS (MO'H), 23/06/09

*DL
*12/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Within forestry plantation planted since the 1970s/80s. Potentially destroyed and/or truncated.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 70

Asset/Event Name Loch Alagadale

Type of Asset/Event Shieling Huts

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74NW 20.00

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 174800

Northing 646300

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description

Date and/or Period Post-medieval
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Description Shielings: details held by Strathclyde Regional Council SMR.
SRC SMR 1993

Asset/Event Number 71

Asset/Event Name Dippen Bay

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number NR83NW 8.00

HER Number 21175

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 180100

Northing 636400

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description NR 801 364 Feal surfaced stone amongst pebble shore above high tide mark. Surface has 9 
shallow cups surrounded by a continuous line. May be recent. Found by Mr and Mrs Hough.
Sponsor: Kintyre Antiquarian & Natural History Society.
F Hood 1997

NR 801 364 Site identified as part of a coastal zone assessment survey.
M Cressey, S Badger, 2005.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 72

Asset/Event Name Allt Breac-Laraich

Type of Asset/Event Bloomery

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74SE 9.00

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 177920

Northing 644830

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description The following site in Argyll and Bute has been identified and recorded during fieldwork carried 
out by the staff of West of Scotland Archaeology Service. Full details are available in the West 
of Scotland Archaeology Service SMR.
NR 7792 4483 Allt Breac-laraich Bloomery.
WoSAS 1997

*DL
*12/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Within forestry plantation planted since the 1970s/80s. Potentially destroyed and/or truncated.

Date and/or Period Unknown
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Asset/Event Number 73

Asset/Event Name Allt Buidhe

Type of Asset/Event Shieling Huts

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74SE 10.00

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 176800

Northing 641280

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description The following site in Argyll and Bute has been identified and recorded during fieldwork carried 
out by the staff of West of Scotland Archaeology Service. Full details are available in the West 
of Scotland Archaeology Service SMR.
NR 7680 4128 Allt Buidhe Shieling.
WoSAS 1997

*DL
*08/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Two sub-circular mounds located immediatley within a meander to the east of a burn located 
within forestry plantation.  Both mounds are approximately 4m across and 1-2m in height. 
Small depressed areas in the centre of the top of each mound indicating the interior. Both 
largely overgrown, but stone can be felt probing with a ranging rod.

Date and/or Period Post-medieval

Asset/Event Number 74

Asset/Event Name Allt Deucheran

Type of Asset/Event Shieling Huts

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74SE 11.00

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 176160

Northing 643200

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description The following site in Argyll and Bute has been identified and recorded during fieldwork carried 
out by the staff of West of Scotland Archaeology Service. Full details are available in the West 
of Scotland Archaeology Service SMR.
NR 7616 4320 Allt Deucheran Shieling.
WoSAS 1997

*DL

Date and/or Period Post-medieval
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*08/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

No featutes identified at this location.

Asset/Event Number 75

Asset/Event Name Allt Fheannag

Type of Asset/Event Dyke; Shieling Hut

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74SE 12.00

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 177370

Northing 643610

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description The following site in Argyll and Bute has been identified and recorded during fieldwork carried 
out by the staff of West of Scotland Archaeology Service. Full details are available in the West 
of Scotland Archaeology Service SMR.
NR 7737 4361 Shieling hut/building; fragment of dyke.
WoSAS 1997

*DL
*12/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Within forestry plantation planted since the 1970s/80s. Potentially destroyed and/or truncated.

Date and/or Period Post-medieval

Asset/Event Number 76

Asset/Event Name Auchenbreck

Type of Asset/Event Bloomery

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74SE 13.00

HER Number 58339

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 178270

Northing 643410

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description The following site in Argyll and Bute has been identified and recorded during fieldwork carried 
out by the staff of West of Scotland Archaeology Service. Full details are available in the West 
of Scotland Archaeology Service SMR.
NR 7827 4341 Bloomery.
WoSAS 1997

Date and/or Period Unknown
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*DL
*12/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Within forestry plantation planted since the 1970s/80s. Potentially destroyed and/or truncated.

Asset/Event Number 77

Asset/Event Name Farachan Mill

Type of Asset/Event Farmstead

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74SE 14.00

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 177930

Northing 643560

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description The following site in Argyll and Bute has been identified and recorded during fieldwork carried 
out by the staff of West of Scotland Archaeology Service. Full details are available in the West 
of Scotland Archaeology Service SMR.
NR 7793 4356 Deserted farmstead.
West of Scotland Archaeology Service 1997

Site recorded during a desk-based assessment carried out in advance of a proposed wind farm 
development.
NR 7795 4355 Farmstead.
A report has been lodged with the NMRS.
Sponsor: Natural Power Company.
B Glendinning 1998

*DL
*12/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Within forestry plantation planted since the 1970s/80s and associated track. Potentially 
destroyed and/or truncated.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 78

Asset/Event Name Farachan Hill

Type of Asset/Event Farmstead; Settlement

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74SE 15.00

HER Number 21308

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 177670

Northing 643320

Date and/or Period Post-medieval
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Northing 643320

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description The following site in Argyll and Bute has been identified and recorded during fieldwork carried 
out by the staff of West of Scotland Archaeology Service. Full details are available in the West 
of Scotland Archaeology Service SMR.
NR 7767 4332 Deserted settlement.
(centre)
West of Scotland Archaeology Service 1997

Site recorded during a desk-based assessment carried out in advance of a proposed wind farm 
development..
NR 7769 4333 Farmstead.
A report has been lodged with the NMRS.
Sponsor: Natural Power Company.
B Glendinning 1998

*DL
*12/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Within forestry plantation planted since the 1970s/80s and associated track. Potentially 
destroyed and/or truncated.

Asset/Event Number 79

Asset/Event Name Gleann Buidhe

Type of Asset/Event Shieling Hut

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74SE 16.00

HER Number 21309; 51644; 58364

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 177180

Northing 642070

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description The following site in Argyll and Bute has been identified and recorded during fieldwork carried 
out by the staff of West of Scotland Archaeology Service. Full details are available in the West 
of Scotland Archaeology Service SMR.
NR 7718 4207 Shieling.
WoSAS 1997

*DL
*12/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Within forestry plantation planted since the 1970s/80s. Potentially destroyed and/or truncated.

Date and/or Period Post-medieval

Asset/Event Number 80

Asset/Event Name Craigmore
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Asset/Event Name Craigmore

Type of Asset/Event Farmstead; Croft

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74NE 7.00

HER Number 43415; 58483

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 177914

Northing 645406

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description NR 736 494-NR 793 384 In January 1995 a desk-bound assessment was conducted of a 500m 
wide corridor centred upon the proposed route of an overhead electricity line running 
between the proposed windfarm at Largie Moor (CFA 1994) and the electricity substation at 
Carradale. Fifteen sites and monuments were recorded within and adjacent to this 
corridor.New sites were restricted to post-medieval settlement recorded on Ordnance Survey, 
earlier map coverage and vertical aerial photographs.
NR 780 454 The deserted farmstead of Craigmore is depicted as one roofed and two unroofed 
buildings and annotated 'Creagmhoir' on the 1st edition of the OS 6-inch map (Argyllshire 
1870, sheet CCXXXVI).
A detailed report will be lodged with NMRS.
Sponsor: EcoGen Limited.
A J Dunwell 1995.

*DL
*12/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Within forestry plantation planted since the 1970s/80s. Potentially destroyed and/or truncated.

Date and/or Period Post-medieval

Asset/Event Number 81

Asset/Event Name Breachlarach

Type of Asset/Event Farmstead; Lime Kiln; Croft

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74NE 8.00

HER Number 43414; 58346

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 177800

Northing 645000

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description NR 736 494-NR 793 384 In January 1995 a desk-bound assessment was conducted of a 500m 
wide corridor centred upon the proposed route of an overhead electricity line running 
between the proposed windfarm at Largie Moor (CFA 1994) and the electricity substation at 
Carradale. Fifteen sites and monuments were recorded within and adjacent to this 
corridor.New sites were restricted to post-medieval settlement recorded on Ordnance Survey, 
earlier map coverage and vertical aerial photographs.
NR 778 450 The limekiln/deserted farmstead of Breachlarach is depicted as two unroofed 
buildings with the kiln at the NE end of the larger structure on the 1st edition of the OS 6-inch 

Date and/or Period Post-medieval
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map (Argyllshire 1870, sheet CCXXXVI).
A detailed report will be lodged with NMRS.
Sponsor: EcoGen Limited.
A J Dunwell 1995.

*DL
*12/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Within forestry plantation planted since the 1970s/80s. Potentially destroyed and/or truncated.

Asset/Event Number 82

Asset/Event Name Lurgan

Type of Asset/Event Farmstead; Sheepfold

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74NE 6.00

HER Number 43427; 58368

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 176470

Northing 645840

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description NR 736 494-NR 793 384 In January 1995 a desk-based assessment was conducted of a 500m 
wide corridor centred upon the planned route of an overhead electricity line running between 
the proposed windfarm at Largie Moor (CFA 1994) and the electricity substation at Carradale. 
Fifteen sites and monuments were recorded within and adjacent to this corridor.New sites 
were restricted to post-medieval settlement recorded on Ordnance Survey, earlier map 
coverage and vertical aerial photographs.
NR 7647 4584 The deserted farmstead of Lurgan is depicted as unroofed and annotated 'Lorgie 
(Ruin)' on the 1st edition of the OS 6-inch map (Argyllshire 1870, sheet CCXXXVI).
A detailed report will be lodged with NMRS.
Sponsor: EcoGen Limited.
A J Dunwell 1995.

*DL
*08/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

L-shaped farmstead located at the point where the Carradale Water meets two tributaries, the 
Drochaid Burn and Allt Chaltuinn. Feature described as a 'ruin' in 1st edition OS maps. 

Consists of two compartments divided by a wall, one to the west (oriented south-east to north-
west - approx 7m x  5m) and the other to the east (oriented south-west to north-east - approx 
13m x 5m). Unroofed building constructed of large grey flaggy stones, with some water worn 
stones used for packing which were presumbly sourced from the nearby banks. Fairly well 
preserved with sections taller than 1.25m. Area heavily overgrown by bracken.

Date and/or Period Post-medieval

Asset/Event Number 83

Asset/Event Name Auchenfraoch

Type of Asset/Event Farmstead
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Type of Asset/Event Farmstead

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74SE 17.00

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 178780

Northing 642470

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description NR 736 494-NR 793 384 In January 1995 a desk-bound assessment was conducted of a 500m 
wide corridor centred upon the proposed route of an overhead electricity line running 
between the proposed windfarm at Largie Moor (CFA 1994) and the electricity substation at 
Carradale. Fifteen sites and monuments were recorded within and adjacent to this 
corridor.New sites were restricted to post-medieval settlement recorded on Ordnance Survey, 
earlier map coverage and vertical aerial photographs.
NR 787 425 The deserted farmstead of Auchenn is depicted as a roofed building with one 
roofed, one partially roofed and one unroofed outbuildings on the 1st edition of the OS 6-inch 
map (Argyllshire 1869, sheet CCXLII) and annotated as 'Auchenrioch'. It is noted in the OS 
Name Book as 'a good farm house with out offices' (ONB 1868).
A detailed report will be lodged with NMRS.
Sponsor: EcoGen Limited.
A J Dunwell 1995.

Date and/or Period Post-medieval

Asset/Event Number 84

Asset/Event Name Kirnashie

Type of Asset/Event Farmstead

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74SE 18.00

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 179400

Northing 641200

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description NR 736 494-NR 793 384 In January 1995 a desk-bound assessment was conducted of a 500m 
wide corridor centred upon the proposed route of an overhead electricity line running 
between the proposed windfarm at Largie Moor (CFA 1994) and the electricity substation at 
Carradale. Fifteen sites and monuments were recorded within and adjacent to this 
corridor.New sites were restricted to post-medieval settlement recorded on Ordnance Survey, 
earlier map coverage and vertical aerial photographs.
NR787 425 The deserted farmstead of Kirnashie is depicted as a roofed building on the 1st 
edition of the OS 6-inch map (Argyllshire 1869, sheet CCXLII).
A detailed report will be lodged with NMRS.
Sponsor: EcoGen Limited.
A J Dunwell 1995.

Date and/or Period Post-medieval
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Asset/Event Number 85

Asset/Event Name Rhondale Mill

Type of Asset/Event Mill

Listing No./NRHE Number NR73NE 14.00

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 178800

Northing 638700

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description NR 736 494-NR 793 384 In January 1995 a desk-bound assessment was conducted of a 500m 
wide corridor centred upon the proposed route of an overhead electricity line running 
between the proposed windfarm at Largie Moor (CFA 1994) and the electricity substation at 
Carradale. Fifteen sites and monuments were recorded within and adjacent to this 
corridor.New sites were restricted to post-medieval settlement recorded on Ordnance Survey, 
earlier map coverage and vertical aerial photographs.
NR 788 387 Rhonadale mill.
A detailed report will be lodged with NMRS.
Sponsor: EcoGen Limited.
A J Dunwell 1995.

Date and/or Period Post-medieval

Asset/Event Number 86

Asset/Event Name Carradale House

Type of Asset/Event Country House

Listing No./NRHE Number LB18394; NR83NW 11.00

HER Number

Status Listed Building - Category C

Easting 180674

Northing 637787

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Naomi Mitchison and her husband bought the Carradale Estate in 1937 as their Scottish 
country home. Lady Mitchison lived mainly at Carradale in her later years and following her 
death the estate was sold and the contents of the house dispersed. The Royal Commission 
took the opportunity to record the house and its contents after her death. With the help of Mr 
and Mrs Salins who had looked after Lady Mitchison it was possible to photograph the rooms 
much as she had occupied them.

The house occupies a wonderful position looking due South over its own bay with spectacular 
views all around. The original house dates from the Mid Eighteenth Century and now forms the 
northern half of the main house. Its North façade appears to have been the entrance front 
with an advanced central bay containing the main entrance. Nineteenth Century plans show 
the remains of a perron stair which may have served the entrance. An Eighteenth Century key-
stoned fireplace survives behind a cupboard in the original entrance hall now the TV room. The 
house appears to have had a hipped roof the present gables and bartisans having been added 

Date and/or Period Post-medieval
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by David Bryce in the Nineteenth Century. The original house seems to have been similar to 
Saddell House further up the coast.

David Bryce was employed in 1844 to reorder and extend the house. He moved the entrance 
to the South creating a much more picturesque approach from the Southwest. He added a new 
Entrance hall leading into a saloon with a new top lit stair hall to the North and a large double 
aspect Drawing Room to the West. He also created a service stair serving every level of the 
house and a large new service courtyard to the Northeast. The original Dining Room lost its 
views to the South during the alterations so Bryce threw an ample bay out to the East catching 
an unexpected view of the island of Arran. A conservatory was added to the West leading off 
the Sitting Room sometime in the later Nineteenth Century

In about 1900 a single storey wing was added to the East off the entrance hall providing a 
cloakroom and a spacious library. This was the extent of the house acquired by the Mitchisons 
in 1937. They employed Powys and Macgregor of London to raise the floor level of the 
Victorian kitchen so that it was on the same level as the Dining Room and installed a new 
central heating system. In 1969 there was a fire that destroyed the service courtyard but 
thankfully did not effect the main house. The Mitchisons employed William Cadell of 
Linlithgow to design a new three storeyed service range in 1970. This provided a large modern 
open plan well lit kitchen adjacent to the Dining Room.

What made Carradale House such a fascinating topic for an in depth photographic survey was 
the way the Mitchisons used the house and Lady Mitchison’s inherently stylish decoration. The 
exuberant wallpaper in the stair hall was found in London. Antique family furniture, Lady 
Mitchison was a Trotter of Dreghorn, is mixed with Twentieth Century classics including chairs 
by Basil Spence and a sideboard by Gordon Russell as well as more utilitarian and rustic pieces.

Artists were invited to stay and their work adorns the walls. Most notable of these was 
Wyndham Lewis who drew the children and painted a glorious picture of Lady Mitchison which 
prompted the colour scheme of the Sitting Room where it hung. C E B Brett carried out a series 
of murals including “Homage A Monsieur Bosch” a version of the garden of earthly delights set 
in the grounds of Carradale which hangs appropriately in the hall, the principal route to the 
garden. A leopard prowls in his amusingly littered cage in the saloon fireplace. A dog kennel 
under the stairs is concealed behind a row of shops including “Mitchison’s Bizarre Bazaar and 
in the Television Room on a large cupboard Caradale House is set in a mythological landscape.

This was primarily a holiday home and it has a relaxed amusing ambience where the precious 
and the mundane jostle. The David Bryce designed baronial entrance could only be reached on 
foot everyone used the back door. The library was not as one would expect where she wrote 
but the home of the ping-pong table. Her main writing table was in the South facing bay 
window of the Drawing Room but there were a variety of desks and tables throughout the 
house where she wrote should the muse strike.

The diverse collections have been dispersed and the estate has found enthusiastic new 
owners. The photographic record carried out the Royal Commission provides a lasting record 
of this most unusual artistic holiday house on the West Coast of Kintyre.

Asset/Event Number 87

Asset/Event Name Carradale Old School Room

Type of Asset/Event School Room

Listing No./NRHE Number NR73NE 17.00

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 180000

Date and/or Period Post-medieval
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Northing 638200

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description photogrpahs available here: https://canmore.org.uk/site/144866/

Asset/Event Number 88

Asset/Event Name Cruach na Naich

Type of Asset/Event Quarry

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74SW 38.00

HER Number 174500

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 174500

Northing 644000

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Site recorded during a desk-based assessment carried out in advance of a proposed wind farm 
development.
NR 7450 4400 Quarry.
A report has been lodged with the NMRS.
Sponsor: Natural Power Company.
B Glendinning 1998

*DL
*08/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Area of quarrying immediately to the north of a modern forestry/wind farm track. Location 
indicates that it is modern and is related to the tracks construction.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 89

Asset/Event Name Cruach na Naich

Type of Asset/Event Quarry

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74SW 39.00

HER Number 174630

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 174630

Northing 644100

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Site recorded during a desk-based assessment carried out in advance of a proposed wind farm 

Date and/or Period Unknown
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development.
NR 7463 4410 Quarry.
A report has been lodged with the NMRS.
Sponsor: Natural Power Company.
B Glendinning 1998

*DL
*08/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Area of quarrying immediately to the south of a modern forestry/wind farm track. Location 
indicates that it is modern and is related to the tracks construction.

Asset/Event Number 90

Asset/Event Name Cruach na Naich

Type of Asset/Event Quarry

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74SW 40.00

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 174760

Northing 643650

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Site recorded during a desk-based assessment carried out in advance of a proposed wind farm 
development.
NR 7476 4365 Quarry.
A report has been lodged with the NMRS.
Sponsor: Natural Power Company.
B Glendinning 1998

*DL
*08/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Area of quarrying immediately to the west of a modern forestry/wind farm track. Location 
indicates that it is modern and is related to the tracks construction.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 91

Asset/Event Name Lag Kilmichael

Type of Asset/Event Farmstead

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74SE 19.00

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 178680

Northing 640880

Date and/or Period Post-medieval
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Northing 640880

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description A farmstead, comprising two roofed buildings, one partially roofed and one unroofed building 
is depicted on the 1st edition of the OS 6-inch map (Argyllshire 1869, sheet ccxlii).
Three roofed buildings and four enclosures are shown on the current edition of the OS 1:10000 
map (1980).
Information from RCAHMS (AKK), 22 October 1998

Asset/Event Number 92

Asset/Event Name Beinn Bhreac

Type of Asset/Event Farmstead

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74NE 9.00

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 178810

Northing 646800

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Field Visit (1 June 2008 - 1 February 2010)
Cultural Heritage assessment for Cour wind Farm development. The assessment will form part 
Environmental Statement, due to submitted in 2009. The Cultural Heritage assement will 
identify all cultural heritage features within the study area with a field visit, and within 15km of 
the proposed development, and assess the impact upon these features from the new 
development.
Information from OASIS ID: cfaarcha1-54688 (C Jones) 2010.

Field Visit (1 June 2008 - 1 February 2010)
Field survey identified the remains of two buildings and a stone bank.
A dry-stone rubble built rectangular building with attached enclosure (3a) at NR 78823 46797. 
The building is 18m by 6m externally with walls 0.7m wide standing to a height of 1.5m . There 
is no discernible entrance, or any window openings in the upstanding walls, although the wall 
is partially destroyed on the northwest side. The enclosure is circa 15m by 20m with walls 1m 
high and is cut through by the burn.
The remains of a second building with attached enclosure (3b) at NR 8798 46797. The building 
is 11m by 4m externally with grassed over stone walls 1m wide and 0.4m high. The enclosure is 
obscured by dense vegetation, although grass covered banks are visible in places. The 
enclosure measures circa 15m by 11m (externally) with banks up to 0.4m high.
To the northwest of ‘Beinnbhreac’ at NR 8658 46893 is a turf-covered stone bank (3c) 1m to 
1.5m wide and 0.4m to 0.6m high.
Information from OASIS ID: cfaarcha1-54688 (C Jones) 2010

Note
RCAHMS First Edition Survey Project
A farmstead annotated 'Ruin', comprising one unroofed building and one enclosure is depicted 
on the 1st edition of the OS 6-inch map (Argyllshire 1870, sheet ccxxxvi). One unroofed 
building and three enclosures are shown on the current edition of the OS 1:10000 map (1991).
Information from RCAHMS (AKK) 22 October 1998

Date and/or Period Post-medieval
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Asset/Event Number 93

Asset/Event Name Auchenbreck

Type of Asset/Event Farmstead

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74SE 20.00

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 178360

Northing 644030

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description A farmstead, comprising three roofed buildings, one unroofed building and three enclosures is 
depicted on the 1st edition of the OS 6-inch map (Argyllshire 1870, sheet ccxxxvi). Two roofed 
buildings and one partially roofed building enclosing part of a courtyard are shown on the 
current edition of the OS 1:10000 map (1988).
Information from RCAHMS (AKK) 22 October 1998

*DL
*08/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Farmstead still in use. Original farm buildings survive.

Date and/or Period Post-medieval

Asset/Event Number 94

Asset/Event Name Gorton Cottage

Type of Asset/Event Farmstead

Listing No./NRHE Number NR83NW 10.00

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 180060

Northing 638180

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description A farmstead annotated 'Ruins', comprising two unroofed buildings is depicted on the 1st 
edition of the OS 6-inch map (Argyllshire 1869, sheet ccxlii). Two roofed buildings are shown 
on the current edition of the OS 1:10000 map (1980).
Information from RCAHMS (AKK) 22 October 1998

Date and/or Period Post-medieval

Asset/Event Number 95

Asset/Event Name
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Asset/Event Name Torrisdale Square

Type of Asset/Event Farmstead

Listing No./NRHE Number NR73NE 18.00

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 179665

Northing 636453

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description No further information held at https://canmore.org.uk/site/157557/

Date and/or Period Post-medieval

Asset/Event Number 96

Asset/Event Name Carradale House Stables

Type of Asset/Event Stable

Listing No./NRHE Number NR83NW 11.01

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 180640

Northing 637900

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Photographs available at: https://canmore.org.uk/site/183656/

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 97

Asset/Event Name Carradale House Gardener's Cottage

Type of Asset/Event Gardener's Lodge

Listing No./NRHE Number NR83NW 11.03

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 180532

Northing 637819

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description 2 storey slated roofed cottage with dormer windows and single storey offshoot to front. Rear 
abuts the walled garden. Ruined glasshouses lie adjacent. Appears on the 1st edition (six inch 
series) OS map.

Date and/or Period Post-medieval
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Asset/Event Number 98

Asset/Event Name Carradale House Kennels

Type of Asset/Event Kennels

Listing No./NRHE Number NR83NW 11.04

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 180450

Northing 637900

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Photographs available at: https://canmore.org.uk/site/183658/

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 99

Asset/Event Name Walled Garden Carradale House

Type of Asset/Event Walled Garden

Listing No./NRHE Number NR83NW 11.05

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 180580

Northing 637840

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Photographs available at: https://canmore.org.uk/site/183659/

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 100

Asset/Event Name Watching brief during construction of grid connection to Beinn an Tuirc windfarm, Kintyre

Type of Asset/Event Watching Brief

Listing No./NRHE Number NR73NE 20.00

HER Number 223

Status Event

Easting 179500

Northing 638500

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Date and/or Period 2001
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Council Argyll and Bute

Description NR 795 385 to NR 792 376 During June 2001, a watching brief was carried out at the bottom 
slopes of Beinn an Tuirc, by Carradale, during the excavation and insertion of cables for a 
windfarm
This revealed two features: a dark spread of charcoal-rich material with regular edges which 
could imply a charcoal-burning platform; and an earlier field boundary. (GUARD 912).
Sponsor: Scottish & Southern Energy plc.
K McLellan 2001a

Watching Brief (June 2001)
NR 795 385 to NR 792 376 During June 2001, a watching brief was carried out at the bottom 
slopes of Beinn an Tuirc, by Carradale, during the excavation and insertion of cables for a 
windfarm
This revealed two features: a dark spread of charcoal-rich material with regular edges which 
could imply a charcoal-burning platform; and an earlier field boundary. (GUARD 912).
Sponsor: Scottish & Southern Energy plc.
K McLellan 2001a

Watching Brief (3 August 2009 - 18 September 2009)
NR 79350 38510 and NR 79280 38468 – NR 74450 35040 A watching brief was kept at the site 
of a proposed extension to a power station 2km W of Carradale. A walkover survey was then 
carried out along the proposed route of a power cable between the power station and a new 
wind farm on Beinn an Tuirc.
The watching brief was maintained during August and September 2009 when topsoil and other 
modern materials were removed from a 62 x 61m area, which was bounded on its E by the 
existing power station and on its W by the Carradale Water. Previous work along and near the 
river bank had uncovered evidence of occupation ranging from the Neolithic to the Iron Age. 
Up to 0.5m of peaty topsoil overlay clay and fine sand, all of which were waterlogged at the 
time of the investigation, were recorded. The only features were of recent date or of natural 
origin.
The walkover survey, on 16 September 2009, began on the S bank of the Carradale Water, 
opposite the sub-station, and terminated on the S side of Beinn an Tuirc, a distance of some 
5.5km. The remains of nine small, circular structures (probably shieling huts) were found along 
the bank of an unnamed stream, roughly 1km NE of the summit of Beinn an Tuirc. One line of 
seven structures, centred on NR 75835 36885, was sandwiched between the burn and a 
forestry plantation; the second group of two was a short distance away at NR 75839 36803.
Archive and Report: RCAHMS and WoSAS SMR
Funder: Scottish and Southern Energy plc
John Lewis – Scotia Archaeology

Asset/Event Number 101

Asset/Event Name Watching briefs on construction of the Carradale Water Supply Scheme, Kintyre

Type of Asset/Event Watching Brief

Listing No./NRHE Number NR73NE 22.00

HER Number 222

Status Event

Easting 179500

Northing 638200

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description NR 795 382 A series of watching briefs were undertaken between May and September 2000 

Date and/or Period 2000
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during a water supply scheme, on a series of terraces running from the lowest adjacent to 
Carra Water up to the site of the water reservoir.
Only one potentially significant archaeological feature was discovered: a fire-pit in the line of 
the access road. The sub-circular pit, measuring 1.3 x 1.2m, had been partially truncated by the 
insertion of a clay field drain. The pit was 0.15m deep, with a flat base and steep sides. It 
contained three fills, one rich with charcoal, which along with several thin lenses of red sand 
(probably heat-scorched) suggest it had been utilised as a fire-pit or hearth. (GUARD 864).
Sponsor: West of Scotland Water.
G MacGregor, K McLellan and L H Johnstone 2001.

Asset/Event Number 102

Asset/Event Name Deucheran Hill, Archaeological Surveys; Watching Briefs

Type of Asset/Event Walkover Survey; Watching Brief

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74SE 21.00

HER Number 694

Status Event

Easting 176200

Northing 643700

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description NR 762 437 (centre) In June 2000, a walkover survey and series of watching briefs were 
undertaken in advance of a proposed windfarm. No significant archaeological remains were 
uncovered. (GUARD 904).
Sponsor: Natural Power Consultancy Ltd.
K McLellan 2001

NR 762 437 (centre) In May and June 2001, a walkover survey was carried out in advance of 
proposed upgrading of a forestry road and construction of new access tracks as part of a 
proposed windfarm. A watching brief was carried out during the stripping of peat for borrow-
pit C and the site compound. No new sites of archaeological interest were noted. (GUARD 
1061).
Sponsor: Wind Prospect Ltd.
H James and K Seretis 2001

Date and/or Period 2000; 2001

Asset/Event Number 103

Asset/Event Name Brackley Forest

Type of Asset/Event Stone Circle

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74NE 11.00

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 177300

Northing 646200

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Date and/or Period Prehistoric - Neolithic; Bronze Age
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Council Argyll and Bute

Description NR 773 462 Stone circle found in cleared forestry by D Ritchie. Situated on a ledge on Cnoc 
Reamhar, the circle consists of a double ring of upright stones 0.5m high, and is 4m wide.
Sponsor: Kintyre Antiquarian & Natural History Society.
F Hood 2003.

*DL
*12/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Within forestry plantation planted since the 1970s/80s. Potentially destroyed and/or 
truncated. Small clearing indicates that the stone circle may survive withint he forestry.

Asset/Event Number 104

Asset/Event Name Rhonadale Glen

Type of Asset/Event Inscribed Stone (possible)

Listing No./NRHE Number NR73NE 24.00

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 177030

Northing 638680

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description A boulder beside the forestry track at the head of Rhonadale Glen has deep man-made scores 
on its upper surface. Boulder 1.5m high; 1.3m wide; 0.5m deep.
Sponsor: Kintyre Antiquarian & Natural History Society.
F Hood and D Ritchie 2004

*DL
*08/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Large moss covered boulder identified at asset location. A small area of moss was removed to 
inspect the boulder, revealing several vertical and horizontal grooves running across the 
surface of the revealed area, approximately 2-3cm in width. Some of the grooves are regular 
however others are irregular, so they do not appear to be anthropogenic (however a more 
detailed inspection would be required to understand this).

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 105

Asset/Event Name Kintrye, Carradale

Type of Asset/Event Findspot - Polished Axehead

Listing No./NRHE Number NR83NW 15.00

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 180200

Date and/or Period Prehistoric - Neolithic
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Easting 180200

Northing 637300

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description NR 802 373 Neolithic polished stone axehead (L 163 x B 70 x Th 43mm; weight 642 g) found by 
Ewan Murray to the N of the mouth of Carradale River. Reported via Frances Hood, claimed as 
Treasure Trove (TT.38/06), and allocated to Kilmartin House Museum.
A Saville 2006.

Watching Brief (August 2009 - October 2009)
An archaeological watching brief at a site where an existing electricity sub-station is to be 
extended. It also includes the results of a walk-over survey along the route of a new 33kv 
power cable connecting the sub-station with a new windfarm to be built on the side of Beinn 
an Tuirc. Both elements of the project were sponsored by Scottish & Southern Energy (SSE) 
and undertaken by John Lewis of Scotia Archaeology during August and September 2009.

Asset/Event Number 106

Asset/Event Name Beinn Bhreac

Type of Asset/Event Shieling Huts

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74NE 12.00

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 179120

Northing 646900

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Cultural Heritage assessment for Cour wind Farm development. The assessment will form part 
Environmental Statement, due to submitted in 2009. The Cultural Heritage assement will 
identify all cultural heritage features within the study area with a field visit, and within 15km of 
the proposed development, and assess the impact upon these features from the new 
development.
Information from OASIS ID: cfaarcha1-54688 (C Jones) 2010.

Field Visit (November 2014)
Archaeological survey was carried out by CFA Archaeology Ltd (CFA) at Cour Windfarm, North 
Kintyre, Argyll & Bute.
Planning permission has been granted for the construction of ten wind turbines and associated 
infrastructure at Cour Windfarm located approximately 19km south-west of Tarbert in north 
Kintyre, Argyll and Bute. The windfarm site is surrounded by commercial forestry and centred 
on Beinn Bhreac at 244m AOD.
Additional survey work has been carried out at two locations previously identified during the 
initial field survey. The additional work identified further shieling huts at site 4 and noted that 
there are no visible traces of site 31 within the access corridor.
Funder: SSE Renewable Developments (UK) Ltd
CFA Archaeology Ltd
OASIS ID: cfaarcha1-254110

Date and/or Period Post-medieval

Asset/Event Number 107
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Asset/Event Number 107

Asset/Event Name Beinn Bhreac

Type of Asset/Event Sheepfold

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74NE 13.00

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 178447

Northing 647008

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Field Visit (1 June 2008 - 1 February 2010)
Cultural Heritage assessment for Cour wind Farm development. The assessment will form part 
Environmental Statement, due to submitted in 2009. The Cultural Heritage assement will 
identify all cultural heritage features within the study area with a field visit, and within 15km of 
the proposed development, and assess the impact upon these features from the new 
development.
Information from OASIS ID: cfaarcha1-54688 (C Jones) 2010.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 108

Asset/Event Name Àirigh na H-Aon Oidhche, Kintrye

Type of Asset/Event Shielings

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74SW 44.00

HER Number 95324; 58345; 51629

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 174340

Northing 641790

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Field Visit
After many years of studying shielings in the Western Isles and beyond, it has been noticeable 
how few bothain-àirighe are actually named on maps or documents. The commonest name 
given by Ordnance Survey is simply “Old Shielings” – although I have yet to find any map 
detailing any “New Shielings”. The few which are named are mostly a personal ownership 
name, a locality name or a geographic descriptive name. To come across a collection of 
shielings sharing the enigmatic name of “Àirigh na h-Aon Oidhche” – “The Shieling of One 
Night” is intriguing to say the least. All the sites found are on Hebridean island locations, except
 for one site in Kintyre.
It seems that the naming of the Àirigh na h-Aon Oidhche sites was primarily by the Seanachie, 
the Gaelic storytellers and keepers of the community’s oral traditions. The tales themselves are
 generally in the tradition of a morality fable, often involving death of those committing moral 
‘sins’ at the named shielings. It is likely these stories were intended to instruct the younger 
members of society in the expected behaviours of the times.
The main purpose for this research programme was to see if the naming of the sites was 
directly attributable to the type of structure found at the location. Indeed, it was also desirable
 to find if there were any structures at the locations, as few were previously accurately 

Date and/or Period Medieval; Post-medieval
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recorded in Canmore Sites records.
This widespread group of shielings was interesting to study as they clearly illustrated the range
 of vernacular building styles employed across the Hebrides for providing shelters at the 
shielings, ranging from rock shelters and turf walled constructions to structures on Lewis 
employing the same standards of building as used more usually in farmhouses.

Kintyre NR 7434 4179 The only references to this site is the name of Glen Arrinahinney 
appearing on Lewis D Robertson’s map of Carradale Estate (1827) and Andrew Henderson’s 
1857 map of the Lands between Ballochantuy & Machrihanish. There is no recorded folk story 
associated with this site.
The glen lies between Loch Losgainn and Barr Water in an area now planted with mature Sitka 
spruce by the Forestry Commission since the early 1970s. The group of turf-walled 
bothain-àirighe are in a clearing where the confluence of three streams forms the main origin 
of the Barr Water burn. Access is along the track to the S of the Kintyre Way with the clearing, 
still devoid of trees, is present on the eastern side of the track. The presence of the site had 
been noted when the forestry operations began, so the site has not been overplanted, 
although some of the peripheral trees have fallen in storms and now lie across some of the 
bothan- àirighe remains.

Jura NR 6523 9196 The Jura site is high on the flanks of Cruach Ionnastail and appears on the 
Ordnance Survey maps as a locality name, although no building structures are marked. The 
single isolated bothan-àirighe is on a low mound and is a subcircular stone-built foundation 
ruin. The surrounding ground is extremely low-grade pasture, even by Hebridean standards. It 
is saturated peatland with poor tussock grass only between other acidophilic vegetation. There
 is no specific story associated with the site, although thre are several other tales recorded 
featuring MacPhie as the hero against the Gaelic Otherworld occupants.

Coll NM 2328 5915 The Coll site is at Loch Àirighe na h-Aon Oidhche. Other than the name, 
there is no other reference, either in local stories nor as any built structures. The loch, together
 with the adjoining Loch Fada forms the main component of the Scottish Water public supply 
to the main township of Arinagour and much of the Island of Coll. The site can be accessed 
across an area of upland pasture still used today for both cattle and sheep. This upland strewn
 with small lochans, many of which have confirmed or likely crannogs across their surfaces. 
Loch Àirighe na h-Aon Oidhche itself has three likely peninsulas which might have previously 
been crannogs, but the current use of the loch for water supply makes it unlikely that any 
further investigations would be allowed, for fears of disturbance of silt and contamination of 
supplies. The bothan-àirighe itself is on the S side of the loch, adjacent to one of the putative 
crannog sites. A large glacial erratic boulder marks the site. This has been undermined on its 
western side to form a clamp suitable for cool storage of dairy produce. The bothan is on the 
opposite side, using the rock as one wall, with the other walls of boulder and turf construction.
 The floor of the bothan has been excavated down into the ground and the interior today is 
filled with a tangle of dense vegetation, in particular a large specimen of Salix aurita (eared 
willow) which fills the interior.

Tiree NL 9767 4560 The main Tiree Àirighe na h-Aon Oidhche site is now overbuilt with a 
modern house, serendipitously named ‘The Airigh’, so is no longer accessible for further 
inspection. However, there is also another associated site, close to the former mediaeval 
Cornaigmore township: the grazing area known as Faire na h-Aon Oidhch (the One Night’s 
Watch), an area of wet pasture close to Loch Bhasapoll. There is a local tale of a young 
shepherd spending the night at the former bothan-àirighe but being terrified by flashing lights 
during his stay, hence he never returned, giving the shieling its name. In later life he 
retrospectively identified the lights as the Skerryvore lighthouse.

Barra NF 7023 0377 The Barra Àirighe na h-Aon Oidhche site is named in Stahl’s report into 
Barra place-names, where he also gives information regarding its origin – it was the site of 
reported visits by a local Water Horse who sucked its victims blood in the manner of a vampire
 and inhabited the nearby Loch an Eich Uisge. There are two adjacent large green, fertile 
mounds whose surfaces support several bothain-àirighe. There are also some other adjacent 
bothain immediately to the east of the mounds. The mounds themselves are likely to be much 
earlier origins, probably Bronze Age structures.
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Eriskay NF 8018 1110 The Eriskay Àirighe na h-Aon Oidhche is in the hidden Gleann an Fhir 
Mhòir (translates as the Glen of the Big Man) on the Eastern side of Eriskay. The glen is part of 
a deep cleft across the island to the east of Beinn Sgriathan, the main hill on the northern end 
of the island. The waters of the Minch have filled the eastern portion of this geological void 
creating a fjord like lochan. The steeper portions of the glen have given way in landslides 
several times in the past leaving many scars and loose ground which can only be traversed with
 great caution.
There is a small burn, less than 10cm deep, flowing along the base of Gleann an Fhir Mhòir, 
adjacent to the sub-circular stone bothan-àirighe, which has been deepened, widened and 
stone lined to give a significant well of sweet water more than half a metre deep. Adjacent to 
some of the side escarpments of the Glen there are indications of stone settings which may 
represent ruined storage structures.

South Uist NF 7959 2578 The South Uist Àirighe na h-Aon Oidhche site was identified by the 
eponymous loch on Ordnance Survey maps, although no building structures had been recorded
 at or near the site. A field visit revealed the presence of two large mounds immediately to the
 north of the loch, both of which had quite different bothain-àirighe structures built onto their 
surfaces. The southerly mound had two adjoining sub-rectangular bothain, primarily turf 
walled. However, the northern mound had a much more substantial structure partly excavated
 into the surface of the mound’s crest and lined with large masonry courses standing up to a 
metre in height.

Benbecula NF 8170 5249 The Benbecula Àirighe na h-Aon Oidhche site is well known. It is a 
Neolithic Kerb Cairn, known locally as a Barp, which has been remodelled in more recent times
 to support several bothain-àirighe. There are at least three different iterations of the 
traditional stories associated with the Benbecula site, involving the untimely deaths of up to 12
 people at the hands of Gaelic Otherworld beings.

North Uist NF 8071 6442 On North Uist, the Àirighe na h-Aon Oidhche name exists only as a 
locality name on the Ordnance Survey Explorer maps. The Canmore entry for the name refers 
to a reported stone circle which was determined to be natural stones by the O.S. surveyor. 
However, the position of the name on the map is possibly erroneous, as it is to the west of the 
stream (Allt na Muillne) which drains the nearby Loch nan Struban. This area still bears the 
recognisable ridges and furrows of earlier agriculture, so it is very unlikely that it would be 
designated for shieling (summer pasture) usage. However, on the eastern side of the burn, the
 ground is much more likely to have been pastureland, and there are several areas where the 
foundations of bothain-àirighe can be readily identified. There are no surviving specific stories 
relating to the North Uist site

Sursay NF 9578 7584 The tiny island of Sursay is an approximate equilateral triangle with 700 
metre sides, less than a kilometre from the shores of North Uist but is politically part of Harris 
estate and parish. The Àirighe na h-Aon Oidhche name has been given to the group of three 
roofless buildings on the southern shoreline opposite Eilean na Slettich. The name was given 
following a story concerning a visiting shepherd who was disturbed in the night by screams and
 rotating lights in the sky which spooked both him and his dog causing him to return 
immediately to North Uist by rowboat at night and never to return. The ruined buildings 
appear to be farmstead buildings but may be associated with more extensive farming activities
 on the nearby island of Taghaigh

Lewis, Uig NB 0197 2852 Uig’s Àirighe na h-Aon Oidhche site is marked on the early O.S. 
mapping as a locality and has two substantial bothain-àirighe structures. The bothain are built 
in a manner normally seen in farmstead construction, with twin dry-stone walls infilled with 
dried peat as an insulator and twin stone lintels present over the doorway. The story 
associated with this site concerns the fears of a girl who was frightened by strange overnight 
sounds – possibly from wind blowing through rocks in the nearby pass. This locality was a 
popular site for shieling huts – there are at least a dozen in the immediate area, most of which
 are of this same ‘overengineered’ format, many incorporating intra-mural niches and storage 
cupboards. Although the shielings huts are not together in a tight group, as often found on Uist
 shieling sites, the huts would be inter-visible, one to two or three others, allowing the 
township people to remain in close contact.
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Lewis, West Side NB 3010 4274 The west side Àirighe na h-Aon Oidhche site is marked by an 
eponymous Loch, Allt, and Druim (ridge). The bothan-àirighe is at the eastern end of the 
eponymous ridge about 50 metres from the burn, Allt Loch Àirighe na h-Aon Oidhche, which 
has been widened, and deepened at one point to create a usable well as a sweet water source.
 This bothan is also of a heavyweight design, similar to that found at Uig, but in the Gleann 
Bhràgair area it seems that the ‘standard’ design was to build with the eastern wall in an 
ellipse, similar to an apse. The design also incorporated multiple intra-mural storage niches and
 two opposed doorways, sited in the long walls close to the curved ‘gable’ wall. It is uncertain if
 the doorways were for practical reasons (always having one downwind) or possible belief 
ritual (one for entrance, one for exit, for example) Once again, the bothain were not grouped 
tightly together, but were separated remaining in inter-visual contact only. Sadly, no specific 
story survives for this site in Gleann Bhràgair.

Lewis, Achmore NB 3155 2660 The Àirighe na h-Aon Oidhche site is part of a wider group of 
bothain associated with the township of Luerbost (marked as Airighean Luerbost). More than 
twenty bothain-àirighe are marked on the O.S. Explorer map of the area, but the Àirighe na 
h-Aon Oidhche story associated with this site specifies that the shieling hut was built by a man 
from Luerbost away from most of the other bothain, near to an un-named loch from which 
emerged a water horse overnight, causing the man to leave the site lest he be taken to the 
Otherworld. There is one un-named loch which fits the description well and has an adjacent 
mound with a shieling hut ruin together with the eroded remains of a turf walled produce 
clamp. These features are not on any records nor are they shown on the Ordnance Survey 
maps, although clearly visible on satellite imagery.

Lewis North Lochs NB 3988 1700 Perhaps the most complex story referencing an Àirighe na 
h-Aon Oidhche site is from this area. This site has an eponymous Loch and Allt which has at 
some point been partly dammed to regulate the loch’s water height. The bothan-àirighe itself 
is on the northern shore of the loch towards the western end and sheltered from sight with a 
large rocky promontory and a low dry-stone wall between it and the loch. On the hidden side 
of this wall there are a group of stones driven into the earth to form a support stand from what
 might be a cooking pot over a fire. However, a more intriguing solution is that this site was 
never a shieling at all. The land nearby is VERY poor grazing, and the story is particularly 
frightening, to deter visitors. Given that some attempt has been made to make the site as 
hidden as possible, it seems possible that this was in fact the site for a ‘poit-dhubh’ the 
traditional illicit still of the Gaeltacht.

Raasay NG 6021 4902 The final Loch Àirighe na h-Aon Oidhche site is on the northern end of 
Raasay, beyond the end of ‘Calum’s Road. There is a site described on Canmore which is about
 half a kilometre from the eponymous loch, but there is the remains of two bothain-airighe and
 two produce clamps excavated under a large glacial erratic boulder right on the shoreline of 
the loch. The loch is surprisingly clear sweet water, as it is so high that most of the water it 
holds is direct run-off from the rocks, not remaining in deep peat previously, hence has little 
discolouration, There is no specific story from this location, although there are stories of 
each-mara (water-horses) on the island, one of which was recounted in Johnson’s tour of the 
Hebrides.
Simon Davies ̶ Uist Summer Wine / Uist Community Archaeology Group

Asset/Event Number 109

Asset/Event Name Carradale Substation

Type of Asset/Event Watching Brief

Listing No./NRHE Number NR73NE 26.00

HER Number

Status Event

Easting 179340

Date and/or Period 2020

 



 

Appendix 2: Gazetteer of Heritage Assets and Events

Northing 638540

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Watching Brief (28 July 2020)
NR 7934 3854 A watching brief was undertaken to the N of Carradale Substation, in relation to 
substation access improvements. The work was carried out on the 28 July 2020 and comprised 
archaeological monitoring during the creation of a passing place on the B842. No 
archaeologically significant remains were uncovered.
Archive: NRHE (intended)
Funder: Cnoclee Environmental Services
David Sneddon – Clyde Archaeology
(Source: DES Vol 21)

Archaeological Evaluation (17 March 2020)
NR 7934 3854 An evaluation was undertaken immediately NW of Carradale Substation, prior to 
the proposed realignment of a watercourse and creation of a hard standing. The evaluation 
was carried out by Clyde Archaeology on 17 March 2020 and comprised a total of five 
evaluation trenches totalling 170m2 which equated to just over 10% of the 1580m2 site. The 
evaluation revealed a number of modern field drains and plough scars; however, no 
archaeologically significant remains were present.
Archive: NRHE (intended)
Funder: Cnoclee Environmental Services
Steven Black – Clyde Archaeology
(Source: DES Vol 21)

Asset/Event Number 110

Asset/Event Name Carradale

Type of Asset/Event Findspot - Flint Arrowhead

Listing No./NRHE Number NR83NW 22.00

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 180000

Northing 637000

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Artefact Recovery
NR 80 37 A complete, cream-coloured flint barbed and tanged arrowhead, Sutton type C, was 
found by chance on a beach at Carradale, near a stream and mouth of a river. It has a 
rounded/sub-square tang and short pointed barbs. The arrowhead is quite thick (c7.5mm) with 
a lenticular profile and section. There is broadly symmetrical working on each face, and 
retouch along the edges. It dates to the Chalcolithic/Early Bronze Age, c2450–1500 BC.
The findspot is close to that of a Neolithic stone axehead (TT 38/06) and, upstream from the 
beach, prehistoric terraced platforms that were excavated at Achnasavil, producing dates from 
the Neolithic, Early Bronze Age and Late Bronze Age periods (Carter et al. 1991, Glasgow 
Archaeological Journal 17, 39–52).

Length 39.2mm; width 27.5mm; tang length 13.5mm; barb length c1.2mm; weight 5.34g.

Claimed as Treasure Trove (TT 94/19) and allocated to Kilmartin Museum
Matthew G Knight and Ella Paul – National Museums Scotland

Date and/or Period Prehistoric - Bronze Age
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(Source: DES Vol 21)

Asset/Event Number 111

Asset/Event Name Farmstead and Sheepfold, Garrachcroit

Type of Asset/Event Farmstead; Sheepfold

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 180860

Northing 644699

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description *LB
*06/03/2024
*Historic maps

*A farmstead composed of two buildings and a sheepfold located wihtin imporved fields to the 
north of Grogport on the OS maps published in 1868 and 1869-70
*OS1868 Argyllshire and Buteshire CCXXXVI.11

*DL
*08/11/2024
*Walkover Survey
 
Area covered with thick gorse. One rectangular at the centre of the farmstead identified with 
two surviving gables. Historic maps indicate it is 20m by 6m.

Date and/or Period Post-medieval

Asset/Event Number 112

Asset/Event Name Buildings, Grogport

Type of Asset/Event Buildings

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 180833

Northing 644253

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description *LB
*06/03/2024
*Historic maps

*A collection of buildings, at least one of which is depicted wihtin the Habitat Management 

Date and/or Period Post-medieval

 



 

Appendix 2: Gazetteer of Heritage Assets and Events

Area
*OS1868 Argyllshire and Buteshire CCXXXVI.11

Asset/Event Number 113

Asset/Event Name Barmollack, Sheepfold

Type of Asset/Event Sheepfold

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 180620

Northing 643913

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description *LB
*06/03/2024
*Historic maps

*A sheepfold annotated on the OS map published 1868 and on the OS maps published 1869-70
*C. 27 (N-S) x 16m (E-W)
*OS1868 Argyllshire and Buteshire CCXXXVI.11

*DL
*08/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Large upstanding sheepfold which appears to still be in use. Comprised of 4 separate 
compartments and a entrance area. Square shaped, approx 17m by 17m. Some parts of the 
sheepfold were built/or rebuilt in concrete, whilst the older sections are made up of drystone 
walls of a large grey tabular stone. A later concrete shed and lean to is located immediately to 
the south-west of the sheepfold.

Date and/or Period Post-medieval

Asset/Event Number 114

Asset/Event Name Auchenbreck, Sheepfold

Type of Asset/Event Sheepfold

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 178667

Northing 644159

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description *LB

Date and/or Period Post-medieval
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*06/03/2024
*Historic maps

*A sheepfold annotated on the OS map published 1868 and on the OS maps published 1869-70
*C. 32 (N-S) x 16m (E-W)
*OS1868 Argyllshire and Buteshire CCXXXVI.11

*DL
*12/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Within forestry plantation planted since the 1970s/80s. Potentially destroyed and/or truncated.

Asset/Event Number 115

Asset/Event Name Farachan Hill, Sheepfold

Type of Asset/Event Sheepfold

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 177769

Northing 643728

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description *LB
*06/03/2024
*Historic maps

*A sheepfold annotated and reference "403"on the OS map published 1868 and on the OS 
maps published 1869-70
*C.22 (N-S) x 40m (E-W)
*OS1868 Argyllshire and Buteshire CCXXXVI.11

*DL
*12/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Within forestry plantation planted since the 1970s/80s. Potentially destroyed and/or 
truncated. A small clearing at this location may indicate that the feature survives.

Date and/or Period Post-medieval

Asset/Event Number 116

Asset/Event Name Allt Calamain, Sheepfold

Type of Asset/Event Sheepfold

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Date and/or Period Post-medieval
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Easting 177209

Northing 638578

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description *LB
*06/03/2024
*Historic maps

*A sheepfold annotated on the OS map published 1868 and on the OS maps published 1869-70
*C.28 (N-S) x 38m (E-W)
*OS1868 Argyllshire and Buteshire CCXXXVI.11

*DL
*08/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Large sheepfold located within an improved grass clearing in commercial forestry. Sheepfold is 
approximately 45m by 25m, and is comprised of one large compartment to the west (approx 
25m x 15m), two compartments to the southeast (both approx 10m x 13m), and three small 
compartments to the northeast (approx 7m x 4m). Drystone build made out of large tabular 
grey stones. In a very good state of preservation, mostly surviving to wall height.

Asset/Event Number 117

Asset/Event Name Port An Dunain

Type of Asset/Event Natural Feature

Listing No./NRHE Number NR84SW 1

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 181430

Northing 644910

Parish Saddell And Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description (NR 8143 4491) "'Fort' or Dun (natural rocky stac). Forestry Commission have planted the 
surroundings with young trees."
Information from D Colville 1960.

This may refer to an entirely natural craggy spur at NR 8127 4486 or to the dun NR84NW 2.
Visited by OS (JM) 23 February 1978.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 118

Asset/Event Name Sundale Cottage

Type of Asset/Event Farmstead

Listing No./NRHE Number NR84NW 4

HER Number

Date and/or Period Post-medieval
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HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 181620

Northing 645230

Parish Saddell And Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description A farmstead, comprising two roofed buildings, one partially roofed long building, four 
unroofed buildings and three enclosures is depicted on the 1st edition of the OS 6-inch map 
(Argyllshire 1870, sheet ccxxxvi). Two roofed building and one unroofed building are shown on 
the current edition of the OS 1:10000 map (1980).
Information from RCAHMS (AKK) 22 October 1998

Asset/Event Number 119

Asset/Event Name Gortan An T-sailleir

Type of Asset/Event Structure

Listing No./NRHE Number NR84NW 5

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 182030

Northing 647030

Parish Saddell And Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description A single unroofed structure which may be a mill is depicted on the 1st edition of the OS 6-inch 
map (Argyllshire 1870, sheet ccxxxvi), but it is not shown on the current edition of the OS 
1:10000 map (1991).
Information from RCAHMS (AKK) 22 October 1998

Date and/or Period Post-medieval

Asset/Event Number 120

Asset/Event Name Sunadale

Type of Asset/Event Public House, Well

Listing No./NRHE Number NR84SW 9

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 181220

Northing 644870

Parish Saddell And Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Sites identified as part of a coastal zone assessment survey.

Date and/or Period Unknown

 



 

Appendix 2: Gazetteer of Heritage Assets and Events

NR 8122 4487 - Public House.
NR 8116 4473 - Well.

M Cressey, S Badger, 2005.

Asset/Event Number 121

Asset/Event Name Acra

Type of Asset/Event Building; Milestone

Listing No./NRHE Number NR84SW 10

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 181000

Northing 644590

Parish Saddell And Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Sites identified as part of a coastal zone assessment survey.

NR 8100 4459 - Building.
NR 8095 4448 - Miestone.

M Cressey, S Badger, 2005.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 122

Asset/Event Name Grogport Old Manse

Type of Asset/Event Boathouse, Wall

Listing No./NRHE Number NR84SW 11

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 181080

Northing 643590

Parish Saddell And Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Sites identified as part of a coastal zone assessment survey.

NR 8108 4359 - Stone wall.
NR 8109 4352 - Boathouse.

M Cressey, S Badger, 2005.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 123
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Asset/Event Number 123

Asset/Event Name Gortan An T-sailleir

Type of Asset/Event Farmstead; Building; Enclosure

Listing No./NRHE Number NR84NW 16

HER Number 62722

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 181858

Northing 647128

Parish Saddell And Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Field Visit (1 June 2008 - 1 February 2010)
Cultural Heritage assessment for Cour wind Farm development. The assessment will form part 
Environmental Statement, due to submitted in 2009. The Cultural Heritage assement will 
identify all cultural heritage features within the study area with a field visit, and within 15km of 
the proposed development, and assess the impact upon these features from the new 
development.
Information from OASIS ID: cfaarcha1-54688 (C Jones) 2010.

Field Visit (1 June 2008 - 1 February 2010)
The Ordnance Survey 1st Edition (1870) map depicts two buildings with attached enclosures 
named as ‘Gortan an t-Sailleir’. Langland’s (1801) and Thomson’s (1832) earlier maps depict a 
farmstead in the same location but name it ‘Closeburn’. It is probable that the placenames on 
these maps are inaccurate. Langlands and Thomson depict ‘Closeburn’ lying south of ‘Gortan’ 
(7), suggesting it is ‘Gortan an t-Saillier’ but depict a further farmstead to the south of 
‘Closeburn’ naming it as ‘Gortantaylor’. This probably corresponds to ‘Deargalli’ (11). The 
Ordnance Survey (2001)
1:25,000 Edition map names the site as ‘Gortan an t-Sailleir’.
Field survey recorded a building and two enclosures relating to the sites depicted on 19th 
century maps.

The building (9a) at NR 81863 47131 is circa 15m by 10m externally, with a small byre attached 
on the east side. The byre is brick built, with a concrete floor and contains three stalls. The 
main building is stone built with a concrete harle and a brick fireplace in the eastern wall. A 
corrugated-iron roof and three brick chimneys survive.

The enclosure (9b) at NR 81833 47149, northwest of the building, was barely visible 
(particularly the northeastern corner) due to thick bracken cover but, where visible, the wall 
remains appear to be 0.5m high and c.0.6m wide.

The second enclosure (9c) at 181911 647284 lies north-northeast of the building remains. The 
enclosure is 20m by 12m externally with turf-covered stone banks 0.5m high and 0.6m wide.

Information from OASIS ID: cfaarcha1-54688 (C Jones) 2010.

Date and/or Period Post-medieval

Asset/Event Number 124

Asset/Event Name Dearg Allt

Type of Asset/Event Farmstead; Building; Enclosure

Listing No./NRHE Number NR84NW 18

HER Number 62724; 96843

Date and/or Period Post-medieval
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HER Number 62724; 96843

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 181800

Northing 646400

Parish Saddell And Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Field Visit (1 June 2008 - 1 February 2010)
Cultural Heritage assessment for Cour wind Farm development. The assessment will form part 
Environmental Statement, due to submitted in 2009. The Cultural Heritage assement will 
identify all cultural heritage features within the study area with a field visit, and within 15km of 
the proposed development, and assess the impact upon these features from the new 
development.
Information from OASIS ID: cfaarcha1-54688 (C Jones) 2010.

Field Visit (1 June 2008 - 1 February 2010)

Langland's (1801) and Thomson 's (1832) maps depict a farmstead named as ‘Gortantaylor’.

The Ordnance Survey 1st Edition (1870) and 2nd Edition (1900) maps depict a building with an 
attached enclosure and a second enclosure a short way to the southwest. The building is 
named as 'Deargallt' (11a).

Field surveys recorded two sections of field banks, one of which maybe the remnants of an 
enclosure shown on the Ordnance Survey 1st Edition map.

A small section of field bank (11a) at NR 81780 46483, circa. 20m long, 1m wide and 0.5m high, 
may be the remains of the ‘Deargalli’ enclosure. The area was covered in dense vegetation at 
the time of the field visit, restricting thorough survey, and the remains of the building depicted 
on the Ordnance Survey 1st Edition may still survive.

To the north-northeast of the field bank is a section of turf-covered field bank (11b) at NR 8146 
46293. The bank runs on a north-northeast to south-southwest alignment and is 0.7m wide 
and 0.5m to 0.3m high. The bank is obscured by dense vegetation and may survive further than 
has been surveyed.

The Ordnance Survey 1st Edition map (1870) shows the location of small U-shaped enclosure 
to the southwest of ‘Deagalli’ enclosure (11a). No upstanding remains of this enclosure were 
visible during the field survey.

Information from OASIS ID: cfaarcha1-54688 (C Jones) 2010.

Asset/Event Number 125

Asset/Event Name Dun, Ugdale Point

Type of Asset/Event Dun

Listing No./NRHE Number SM3225; NR72NE 9

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 178517

Northing 628511

Parish Campbeltown

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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Parish Campbeltown

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Dun. The remains of this dun occupy the summit of a rocky promontory which rises to a height 
of 3.5m above level ground to the W, and to 6m above the shore on all other sides. Sub-
rectangular on plan, the dun measures about 17m by 13.5m internally. The wall has been 
completely destroyed by landslips on the N, but elsewhere it is represented by a stony bank 
1.0m high and up to 4.5m thick; one short stretch of the inner face is visible in situ on the SSE. 
The original entrance, which is situated on the SSW and measures 1.2m in width, was cleared 
during excavations undertaken in 1939 (Fairhurst 1956). The gaps now visible in the wall on the 
E and W are probably secondary. The only feature in the interior is part of a rectangular 
building with rounded corners which is probably to be associated with the 16th-century silver 
coins discovered during the excavation. Other finds made at that time indicate that the history 
of the site may be similar to that of the dun at Kildonan Bay (NR72NE 5), where occupation 
probably began in the late 1st or early 2nd century AD and continued, with interruptions, into 
the medieval period.
H Fairhurst 1956; RCAHMS 1971, visited 1960.

The dun is as described and planned by RCAHMS (1971).

Surveyed at 1:10 000.
Visited by OS (JB) 8 November 1977.

NR 7851 2851 Site identified as part of a coastal zone assessment survey.
M Cressey, S Badger, 2005.

Asset/Event Number 126

Asset/Event Name Dun, Dunan Buidhe

Type of Asset/Event Dun

Listing No./NRHE Number SM3228; NR64NE 10

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 165293

Northing 649740

Parish Gigha And Cara

Council Argyll and Bute

Description (NR 6547 4984). A second Dun Buidhe lies 100 yds north of the first (NR64NE 6) 'on a rock 
outcrop about 20 feet high. It stands at the head of a tiny sandy bay which gives good landing 
facilities at the right state of the tide. The fort is 35 feet away, with very rough ground to 
traverse from the shore to the fort gate. The interior measures 40 feet by 24.' It is well known 
as having been a cache for smuggled goods.
R S G Anderson 1939.

The hillock would seem to be entirely natural. Along the flanks and on the summit there are 
numerous outcroping rocks and boulders. These boulders appear too large to have any 
constructional value.
Visited by OS (J B) 20 January 1978.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 127
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Asset/Event Number 127

Asset/Event Name Cleongart, Dun SE of

Type of Asset/Event Dun

Listing No./NRHE Number SM3178; NR63SE 17

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 167853

Northing 633521

Parish Killean And Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description This dun is situated on a low rocky knoll which commands extensive views in all directions. The 
main wall of the dun, which is drawn round the summit of the knoll to enclose an area 
measuring 10.5m by 12m, is 3.0m thick, and now consists of a band of core material in which a 
considerable number of massive facing-stones can be seen. The entrance passage, on the NE, 
has been about 1.5m in width; its S side is composed of two large slabs measuring 1.4m and 
1.2m in length respectively, while the inner corner-stone on the opposite side of the passage is 
still in position.
Round the base of the knoll there has been an outer wall, now represented by a few external 
facing-stones and a slight scatter of rubble core. A turf dyke, associated with a small turf-
walled enclosure, has been erected on the ruins of this outer wall on the SW.
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1960

A dun as described and planned by RCAHMS.
Surveyed at 1:10 000.
Visited by OS (NKB) 21 December 1977

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 128

Asset/Event Name Dougarie Lodge, hut circles 800m NE of

Type of Asset/Event Hut Circle; Roundhouse

Listing No./NRHE Number SM4417

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 189737

Northing 638500

Parish Kilmory

Council North Ayrshire

Description The monument is a group of four well preserved hut circles of the Bronze Age. They lie on a 
steep W facing slope above the Scaftigill water. Three of the circles (B-D) lie in a N to S line 
relatively close together on a level shelf. The fourth (A) lies 50m to the NNE, levelled into the 
hillside.

Hut circle A is 9.5m in overall diameter with a bank 1.5m wide and 0.6m high; evidence of 
internal and external stone facing survives. The entrance, on the SE side, has a small 4.5m wide 
annexe built onto it. Hut circles B, C and D are very similar to each other in size and layout, 
having a 9.5m diameter with a bank 1.5m wide and 0.7m high. Once again the banks have 

Date and/or Period Prehistoric - Bronze Age
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evidence of internal and external stone facing. The entrances are in the SE quadrants. There 
are no visible traces of contemporary cultivation around or between the hut circles but 
excavation has shown that scattered remains of activities associated with the occupation of 
the settlement are likely to survive.

Statement of National Importance
The monument is of national importance because the structural details of the hut circles seem 
very well preserved. The circles are very good examples of their type. They are of particular 
interest because of the layout of the settlement; one circle, built with an annexe, is detached 
from the other three which do not have annexes and lie close together. An opportunity clearly 
exists on this site to examine the differing functions of buildings and, possibly, differences in 
social position of groups within the settlement as expressed by differences in the siting of 
dwellings. The monument is of national importance to the themes of late prehistoric 
settlement and society. Taken with the hut circles to the S near Auchencar, they are of national 
importance to the themes of the development and organisation of the prehistoric landscape.

References
Bibliography
RCAHMS records the site as NR 83 NE 8.

Asset/Event Number 129

Asset/Event Name Auchencar,hut circle and field system 700m NE of

Type of Asset/Event Field Clearance Cairn; Cairnfield; Field or Field System; Hut Circle; Roundhouse

Listing No./NRHE Number SM4648

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 189900

Northing 636705

Parish Kilmory

Council North Ayrshire

Description The monument is a very well preserved hut circle and associated field system, lying on the N 
bank of the Auchencar Burn. The hut circle comprises an earth and stone bank spread to 3m in 
width ad 0.6m high, enclosing a level, featureless area 6.5m in diameter. There is a 1.5m wide 
entrance in the SE with a single orthostat on the W side. To the N and E lies a wall of boulders 
enclosing an area c 130m (E-W) by 80m transversely.

There are slight traces of subdivision and of field clearance in this area. The monument 
represents the remains of a small farming unit of the Bronze Age/Iron Age. To protect the 
visible remains, and a portion of the outfield which would lie beyond the wall, an area 
measuring 200 E-W by a maximum of 170m N 'S, bounded on the S by the Auchencar Burn, is 
proposed for scheduling.

Statement of National Importance
The monument is of national importance because of its excellently preserved field 
characteristics. It is of particular interest because of the apparent completeness of the field 
system. It is of national importance to the themes of prehistoric settlement and agriculture. 
Taken with the hut circles to the N, it is of national importance to the theme of the 
organisation and development of the prehistoric landscape.

References
Bibliography
RCAHMS records the monument as NR 83 NE 5.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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Asset/Event Number 130

Asset/Event Name Auchencar, hut circle 450m NNE of

Type of Asset/Event Hut Circle; Roundhouse

Listing No./NRHE Number SM4649

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 189385

Northing 637057

Parish Kilmory

Council North Ayrshire

Description The monument is an isolated hut circle of the Bronze Age. It is built on a levelled platform on a 
SW facing slope in open moorland. The earth and stone bank is spread to a width of 4m; it is 
0.5m and 1.4m high on the uphill and downhill sides respectively. The featureless interior is 8m 
in diameter. A 1.5m wide gap in the SE is probably the entrance . As there appears to be no 
associated field system, the area proposed for scheduling includes only the circle and an area 
around it in which traces of activity associated with the hut will survive. The area is 40m in 
diameter.

Statement of National Importance
The monument is of national importance because of its well preserved field characteristics. It is 
of particular interest because it is built on a levelled platform; this is not common on Arran, 
and may relate to the Uncensored Platform Settlements of the S mainland of Scotland. The 
monument is of national importance to the theme of Bronze Age settlement.

References
Bibliography
RCAHMS records the monument as NR 83 NE 6.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric - Bronze Age

Asset/Event Number 131

Asset/Event Name Corputechan, hut circles E of, Kintyre

Type of Asset/Event Hut Circle; Roundhouse

Listing No./NRHE Number SM7434

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 167921

Northing 633414

Parish Killean And Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description The monument consists of the remains of three prehistoric round houses, known as hut circles, 
situated in open moorland on a west-facing slope.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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Two hut circles (A and B) lie 1000m W of Corputechan Farm, with a third (C) sited 200m further 
NE and uphill. Hut circle A is extremely well-preserved, with an internal diameter of 8m and a 
wall surviving to 0.5m high and 1.5m wide. Stone facing slabs are visible along the inside of the 
wall, and a gap in the SE probably indicates the position of the entrance into the house.

Hut circle B lies approximately 10m to the SE of A, and is represented by a pronounced hollow 
rather than upstanding banks, as it has been cut into the slope. It is slightly smaller than A, with 
an internal diameter of 5.5m. Hut circle C is well-preserved, with a diameter of 8.5m, within a 
wall surviving to 0.3m high and 1.2m wide. Facing slabs are also visible around the circuit of 
the inner wall, with two large boulders set apart marking the doorway to the S.

The area to be scheduled is in two parts, one an oval 70m NNW-SSE by 50m, and the other a 
circle 50m in diameter centred on the centre of hut circle C, to include the three hut circles and 
an area around them in which evidence relating to their construction and use may survive, as 
marked in red on the accompanying map extract.

Statement of National Importance
This monument is of national importance because it has the potential considerably to increase 
our understanding of later prehistoric domestic life and settlement architecture. Hut circles are 
relatively rare on mainland Argyll, and this is the first such site to be scheduled in Kintyre. The 
proximity of the hut circles to the (probably) later dun (scheduled ' SAM 3178), less than 100m 
to the NNE is also of considerable interest, suggesting a multi-period aspect to this landscape.

References
Bibliography
RCAHMS records the monument as NR 63 SE 8 and 9.

Asset/Event Number 132

Asset/Event Name Auchengallon, cairn 150m WSW of

Type of Asset/Event Cairn

Listing No./NRHE Number SM90023

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 189292

Northing 634643

Parish Kilmory

Council North Ayrshire

Description The monument comprises a Bronze Age kerbed cairn (sometimes also described as a stone 
circle) which is situated on a slight W-facing terrace overlooking the N end of Machrie Bay.

The round cairn measures 14.5m in diameter from NW to SE by 13m transversely and is 
surrounded by 15 earthfast sandstone blocks which measure from 0.5m to 2.3m in height. It is 
not clear how much of the internal cairn has been either robbed or is the product of field 
clearance. However, there is a record of an undated excavation (probably in the late 
nineteenth century) which found a cist in the centre of the cairn, but nothing further is known 
about this.

The area to be scheduled is almost circular on plan and measures up to 50m in diameter, to 
include the cairn and an area around in which associated remains may survive, as marked in 
red on the attached map extract.

Statement of National Importance

Date and/or Period Prehistoric - Bronze Age
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The monument is of national importance because it has well defined field characteristics and, 
despite earlier investigations, has the potential to provide information about Bronze Age ritual 
and funerary practice. It is also situated on the NW edge of a renowned, dense concentration 
of similar and related Neolithic and Bronze Age monuments around Machrie Water (both 
domestic and ritual) which have great potential to enhance our understanding of the 
development of prehistoric society.

References
Bibliography
RCAHMS records the monument as NR 83 SE 1.

References:
Balfour, J. A. (ed.) (1910) The book of Arran, vol. 1, [Glasgow], 119, Fig. 59.
Ordnance Survey (1864) Object Name Books of the Ordnance Survey, Book No. 2, 30.
Piggot, S. and Simpson, W. D. (1970) Illustrated guide to ancient monuments: volume vi, 
Scotland, Edinburgh, 61.
PSAS (1972-4) 'Donations to and purchases for the Museum and Library', Proc Soc Antiq Scot, 
vol. 105.

Asset/Event Number 133

Asset/Event Name Kildonan, dun

Type of Asset/Event Dun

Listing No./NRHE Number SM243; NR72NE 5

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 178059

Northing 627794

Parish Campbeltown

Council Argyll and Bute

Description OS 6" map, Argyllshire, 2nd ed., (1924)

A well-preserved dun, crowning a rocky knoll and measuring 19.2m by 13.1m within a wall 
1.5m to 4.3m thick, composed of a rubble core faced with boulders, and having an internal 
revetment. For a distance of 5.5m south of the entrance in the SW, this revetment is replaced 
by a narrow, curving gallery open at both ends. The inner face of the wall is set at a higher level 
than the outer and on the north stands to its original height of a little over 2.1m, but elsewhere 
is only about 1.2m high. The outer face exhibits a marked batter and is now 2.4m in maximum 
height but it may originally have been 3.7m high at the entrance, and as much as 4.6m in 
places along the east side. The entrance, 1.65m to 2.59m wide is paved and provided with 
door-checks and bar-holes.

From the interior of the dun a short passage on the NE leads to a mural cell which has lost its 
corbelled roof; and another opening on the west gives access to twin staircases built against 
the internal revetment. Excavations between 1936 and 1938 indicated that there had been 
several occupations and modern excavations at comparable sites indicate a primary 
occupation in the late first or early second centuries AD. Kerbed hearths and what were 
thought to be the foundations of small huts were associated with this period and among the 
finds was a single, small sherd of samian. A 9th century bronze penannular brooch indicated 
Dark Age occupation and the site was again re-occupied between the late 12th and early 14th 
centuries. In final phase, which cannot be dated, the interior of the dun appears to have been 
adapted for use as a stock enclosure.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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H Fairhurst 1939; RCAHMS 1971, visited 1960.

The dun is as described and illustrated by the previous authorities.
Surveyed at 1:10 000.
Visited by OS (JB) 8 November 1977.

Sounding below Fairhurst's Period II Hearth 2 (vide PSAS 1939) in order to recover assays for 
C14 dating yielded quantities of charcoal, part of an iron knife, a mica schist disc, two socketed 
stones (mortars) and a paved area attributable to the first phase of occupation.
E Peltenburg and F Hood 1979.

NR 7806 2778 Site identified as part of a coastal zone assessment survey.
M Cressey, S Badger, 2005.

Asset/Event Number 134

Asset/Event Name Standing stones, 170m NW of Druid Barn

Type of Asset/Event Standing Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number SM393

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 189049

Northing 636331

Parish Kilmory

Council North Ayrshire

Description The monument comprises two prehistoric standing stones, one now fallen. The standing 
stones likely date from the late Neolithic or Bronze Age periods (between 3800 and 2500 BC). 
The erect stone is around 5m high, 0.3m thick and 1.8m wide. The fallen stone, lying adjacent 
and now broken into three pieces, measures around 5m long in total and 1.5m wide. The 
stones are located on a flat, agricultural, coastal plain around 400m from the coastline.  

The scheduled area is circular, measuring 15m in diameter. It includes the remains described 
above and an area around within which evidence relating to the monument's construction, use 
and abandonment is expected to survive, as shown in red on the accompanying map.

Statement of National Importance
The national importance of the monument is demonstrated in the following way(s) (see 
Designations Policy and Selection Guidance, Annex 1, para 17):

a.  The monument is of national importance because it makes a significant contribution to our 
understanding or appreciation of the past. Standing stones are one of the main sources of 
evidence for the Neolithic in Scotland and so are important in our understanding of the nature 
of Scotland's prehistoric society and landscape. The example contributes to our understanding 
of the design, construction and siting of prehistoric ritual monuments in the Neolithic period.  

b.   The monument retains structural, architectural, decorative or other physical attributes 
which make a significant contribution to our understanding or appreciation of the past.  In 
particular, the standing stones retain impressive field characteristics due to their scale.  There 
is also potential for the survival of buried archaeological deposits which can contribute to our 
understanding of the meaning and importance of ritual in the Neolithic period.

c.   The monument is a rare example of standing stones of a massive scale: it is uncommon for 
such monuments to stand to this height.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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d.   The monument is a particularly good example of a pair of standing stones and is therefore 
an important representative of this monument type. It can enhance our understanding of 
Neolithic society and economy, as well as the nature of burial and ceremonial practices and 
belief systems.

e.   The monument has research potential which could significantly contribute to our 
understanding or appreciation of the past. The form of the monument can be researched, 
contrasted and compared with other monuments of this type. The remains of the monument 
have the potential to provide material for carbon dating which when compared with similar 
monuments could contribute to a better understanding of the chronological development of 
standing stone construction during this period of Scottish prehistory. Additionally, there is the 
potential for environmental material to survive around the base of the standing stones which 
could provide information on demographics, land use and environment.  

f.   The monument makes a significant contribution to our understanding of the prehistoric 
landscape of Arran; it is located to the north west of the rich prehistoric landscape of Machrie 
Moor  Standing stones are found in a variety of locations in the west of Scotland, and the siting 
of these ritual monuments can give important insights into the Neolithic landscape and add to 
our understanding of social organisation.

Assessment of Cultural Significance
This statement of national importance has been informed by the following assessment of 
cultural significance:

Intrinsic characteristics (how the remains of a site or place contribute to our knowledge of the 
past)
The standing stones are of a notable size. The scale of the standing example is impressive and 
among the tallest in the west of Scotland. The fallen stone is likely to be situated on the spot, 
or at least within very close proximity to, where it originally stood. It is probable that it broke 
into three pieces when it fell to the ground.

There is likely to have been Neolithic Age activity in the vicinity of the standing stones. 
Examples of standing stones that have undergone detailed scientific analysis provide evidence 
for ritual and ceremonial activities taking place around the stone, this monument has the 
potential to yield such information. Therefore, archaeology related to use and activities around 
the fallen stone is also likely to survive.

In some excavated examples, such as at Carlinwell, Angus (scheduled monument reference 
SM4315, Canmore ID 32362) inhumations or cremation burials have been found placed around 
standing stones and this includes skeletal material as well as urns and grave goods. Surviving 
environmental remains can help us understand more about the vegetation cover and land use 
at the time of its erection and then use.

Contextual characteristics (how a site or place relates to its surroundings and/or to our existing 
knowledge of the past)
Standing stones are a widespread class of monument across Scotland. This example sits within 
a level coastal plain, with hills behind and a view across to the sea, some 400m distant. There 
are four other recorded standing stones or stone circles within 4km of this example. The 
closest example is approximately 2.5km southeast of the monument - Machrie Farm, standing 
stone 1100m NE of (Scheduled Monument reference SM4430 and Canmore ID reference 
39759). Other broadly contemporary, and possibly related, monuments in the area include 
burial cairns. A nearby example, only 3km south-southeast of this monument is Tormore, long 
cairn 875m SSE of Crochandoon (scheduled monument reference SM407 and Canmore ID 
reference 39779). The area of Machrie Moor is around 4km southeast and is the location of a 
concentration of prehistoric ritual and burial sites. There are other examples of standing stones 
in that area and some are of similar scale to these examples.

The position of these standing stones may have been deliberately chosen to take advantage of 
routeways, views and intervisibility with other monuments. There is potential to study this 
monument and its relationship to other prehistoric monuments in the landscape.
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Associative characteristics (how a site or place relates to people, events, and/or historic and 
social movements)
There are currently no known associative characteristics that contribute to the national 
importance of the monument.

References
Bibliography
Historic Environment Scotland http://www.canmore.org.uk reference number CANMORE ID 
39210 (accessed on 24/02/2020).

Asset/Event Number 135

Asset/Event Name Loch Dirigadale

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74NW 7

HER Number 3483

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 171980

Northing 645050

Parish Killean And Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

(NR 71994505) Cup-marked stone. (Not included in the RCAHM Inventory).
Information from D Colville to OS, 1953 and from RCAHMS 6" map.
This cup-marked boulder measures 0.8m by 0.7m. On its upper face, which is inclined to the 
NW, there are at least nine cup marks.
Surveyed at 1:10 000.
Visited by OS (J B) 25 January 1978.

*DL
*08/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Several  large boulders found at this location, but none with cup marks identified. Vegetation 
cover not disturbed

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 136

Asset/Event Name Braids

Type of Asset/Event Findspot - Gold Armlet

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74SW 1

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 171880

Northing 644710

Date and/or Period Prehistoric - Bronze Age
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Northing 644710

Parish Killean And Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description (NR 7188 4471) McInnes (1935) notes a Bronze Age gold bracelet, now lost, from Braids (NR 
718 447), Killean. Colville says it was penannular, was cast up by a rabbit, and was found by a 
shepherd named Robertson at NR 7188 4471.
RCAHMS 1971; L McInnes 1971; Information from D Colville to OS, 1953.

Coles (1962), quoting Miss Campbell (Kilberry Castle, Kilberry), notes two Late Bronze Age Irish 
gold armlets and an associated grave at Killean. The armlets could be the bracelets noted by 
McInnes (supra), one found at Killean House (NR64SE 3) and the other at Braids, but with 
which the grave is associated is not clear.
J M Coles 1962.

No further information.
Visited by OS (N K B) 15 March 1978.

Asset/Event Number 137

Asset/Event Name Kilmory

Type of Asset/Event Church (Possible)

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74SW 14

HER Number 3495

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 170000

Northing 644900

Parish Killean And Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description There appears to have been a church or chapel at Kilmory (NR 700 449).
Orig Paroch Scot 1854.

No further information was found locally about this site.
Visited by OS (J B) 17 February 1978.

*DL
*08/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

No feature identified at location of the asset, which is a large irregularly shaped pasture field 
immediatel to the west/south-west of an in use farmstead.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 138

Asset/Event Name Braids

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74SW 26

HER Number 3508

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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HER Number 3508

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 171800

Northing 644600

Parish Killean And Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS V - Probably of National Importance

NR 718 446. Cup-marked Stone, Braids: A stone, bearing over 20 cups, has been uncovered by 
recent ditching in a field S of Braids farm.
Kintyre Antiq Natur Hist Soc 1979.

Asset/Event Number 139

Asset/Event Name Drumnamucklach

Type of Asset/Event Cup And Ring Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74SW 7

HER Number 3514

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 170660

Northing 644490

Parish Killean And Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

(NR 7066 4449) A cup and ring marked stone lies just under 1.2 km NE of Drumnamucklach, 
and 90m S of the gorge of the Killean Burn. Measuring 2.4m by 1.5m and 0.6m in height, it lies 
in open moorland a few metres S of a rough track leading out to the hill from a gate in a stone 
wall 175m to the NW. Scattered over its level upper surface there are forty-two well-marked 
cups ranging from 0.025m to 0.076m in diameter and up to 0.013 m in depth. Five of the cups 
have a single surrounding ring (the largest measuring 0.25m in diameter) and in two instances 
a radial groove leads from the cup to the ring but not beyond. On the S portion of the stone 
two ringed cups are linked by connecting grooves, one of which incorporates two cups. 
Roughly in the centre of the stone a pair of cups are joined together by a thin channel to form 
an elongated dumb-bell figure.
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1961; R W B Morris 1977.

No change to above report.
Surveyed at 1:10 000.
Visited by OS (J M) 8 February 1978.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 140

Asset/Event Name Braids

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74SW 30

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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Listing No./NRHE Number NR74SW 30

HER Number 15558

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 171600

Northing 644700

Parish Killean And Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description 8 solo cups on southern face and 7 solo cups on eastern and top face of a boulder.
Sponsor: Keltic Research Society
Naddair and MacLardy 1994a.

Asset/Event Number 141

Asset/Event Name Cruach A'bhodaidh

Type of Asset/Event Quarry

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74SW 35

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 173150

Northing 644110

Parish Killean And Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Site recorded during a desk-based assessment carried out in advance of a proposed wind farm 
development.
NR 7315 4411 Quarry.
A report has been lodged with the NMRS.
Sponsor: Natural Power Company.
B Glendinning 1998

*DL
*08/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Area of quarrying immediately to the east of a modern forestry/wind farm track. Location 
indicates that it is modern and is related to the tracks construction.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 142

Asset/Event Name Cruach A'bhodaidh

Type of Asset/Event Quarry

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74SW 36

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 173300

Date and/or Period Unknown
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Easting 173300

Northing 643830

Parish Killean And Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Site recorded during a desk-based assessment carried out in advance of a proposed wind farm 
development.
NR 7330 4383 Quarry.
A report has been lodged with the NMRS.
Sponsor: Natural Power Company.
B Glendinning 1998

*DL
*08/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

No clear quarry feature identified aside from dumped material. Location along a modern wind 
farm track indicates that the quarry was dug during the tracks construction.

Asset/Event Number 143

Asset/Event Name Allt Chaltuinn

Type of Asset/Event Quarry

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74SW 37

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 173500

Northing 643920

Parish Killean And Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Site recorded during a desk-based assessment carried out in advance of a proposed wind farm 
development.
NR 7350 4392 Quarry.
A report has been lodged with the NMRS.
Sponsor: Natural Power Company.
B Glendinning 1998

*DL
*08/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Area of quarrying immediately to the south of a modern forestry/wind farm track. Location 
indicates that it is modern and is related to the tracks construction.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 144

Asset/Event Name Braids, Limekiln

Type of Asset/Event Lime Kiln

Date and/or Period Unknown

 



 

Appendix 2: Gazetteer of Heritage Assets and Events

Listing No./NRHE Number NR74SW 41

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 171950

Northing 644950

Parish Killean And Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Site recorded during a desk-based assessment carried out in advance of a proposed wind farm 
development.
NR 7187 4501 Limekiln.
A report has been lodged with the NMRS.
Sponsor: Natural Power Company.
B Glendinning 1998

*DL
*08/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Limekiln located within a rectangular depression approximately 1.5-2m deep, dug into a side of 
a south-east facing hill. Interior sides lined with large drystone blocks. Walls are thick, around 
1m in width. Opens up to the north-west.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 145

Asset/Event Name Killean

Type of Asset/Event Enclosure; Field Boundarys

Listing No./NRHE Number NR64SE 53

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 169495

Northing 644782

Parish Killean And Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description This enclosure has been recorded as a parchmark on oblique aerial photographs (RCAHMSAP 
2010). It is circular in plan and defined by a ditch about 4m wide. The enclosed area is in 36m 
diameter with two breaks in the ditch at the S and E. Various field boundaries and a track are 
also visible. There are two blocks of rig orientated generally E-W, with a 7m spacing between 
furrows.
Information from RCAHMS (KHJM) 30th June 2011

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 146

Asset/Event Name Glencreggan

Type of Asset/Event Cup and Ring Marked Stone

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3026

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 167580

Northing 638310

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

(NR 6758 3830) A cup and ring-marked boulder of schist, half-buried in the ground with the 
exposed surface measuring 1.2m square. It bears one cup with faint traces of a surrounding 
ring 0.15m in diameter, described by Morris as a 'hollowed-out saucer ring', on its smooth 
horizontal top.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 147

Asset/Event Name Killmaluag

Type of Asset/Event Cup and Ring Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3037

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 169190

Northing 637750

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

(NR 6918 3774) (information from D Colville, 1953). A large cup-marked boulder, 2.4m by 0.9m 
by 0.6m high, lies 185m NW of Killmaluag (NR 693 376) at a height of 75m OD and immediately 
north of a stone and turf dyke. Its sloping upper surface bears two plain cups.
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1965

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 148

Asset/Event Name Killmaluag

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stones

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3040

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 169140

Northing 637050

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

NR 691 370. A cup-marked boulder, 1.5m by 1.2 by 0.3m high lies in an arable field, 185m 
north of Auchadaduie, at a height of 75m OD. It bears three shallow cups.
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1962

The stone mentioned by RCAHMS cannot be positively identified. A stone lying at NR 6907 
3703 on the edge of a field among other cleared stones measures 1.2m by 1.2m and 0.3m high 
and bears three shallow cup marks. It is possibly the stone referred to above. The field to the 
east was cleared approximately five years ago.
At NR 6914 3705 is an angular boulder 1.6m by 1.3m by 0.8m high, it bears one shallow cup 
mark on the upper surface.
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (JB) 8 December 1977

Asset/Event Number 149

Asset/Event Name Glencregan

Type of Asset/Event Cup and Ring Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3043

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 167710

Northing 638280

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

NR 6769 3826 A cup-and-ring marked boulder lies 135m east of NR63NE 1 in a plantation near 
the crest of the slope that rises fromt he north bank of the stream. It measures 2m by 1.7m 
and 0.3m high and bears on its upper surface at least twenty cups, one of which is surrounded 
by a faint single ring 0.10m in diameter.
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1967; R W B Morris 1977

The cup and ring-marked boulder is as described above.
Surveyed at 1:2500.
Visited by OS (JB) 22 November 1977

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 150

Asset/Event Name Killmaluag

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3044

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 169310

Northing 638320

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

NR 693 382. A cup-marked boulder lies just above the head dyke 640m north of Killmaluag at a 
height of 150m OD. It measures 1.1m by 1.1m by 0.6m high and bears a single well-marked 
cup.
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1965

This cup-marked boulder, located at NR 6931 3829 is as described by RCAHMS; it would appear 
to be the stone referred to in NR63NE 7. Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (JB) 8 December 1977

Asset/Event Number 151

Asset/Event Name Blary

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3052

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 169250

Northing 637170

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

(NR 6925 3717) A massive cup-marked boulder measuring 4.7m by 3.7m by 0.6m high, is 
situated 400m SW of Blarg and 15m east of the Auchadaduie march-dyke. It bears at least nine 
plain cups on its uneven upper surface.
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1962

This cup-marked boulder is as described by RCAHMS.
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (JB) 1 December 1977

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 152

Asset/Event Name Blary

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3056

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 169960

Northing 636910

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

(NR 6996 3690). A large cup-marked boulder is perched on the brink of the gorge of he Allt a' 
Mhuilinn , overlooking the right bank of the stream, close to a waterfall. It measures 3.2m by 
2.6m by 1.1m high and has four plain cups on its upper surface.
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1962

This cup-marked boulder is as described by RCAHMS.
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (JB) 5 December 1977

Asset/Event Number 153

Asset/Event Name Cleongart

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3058

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 167740

Northing 633880

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

(NR 6773 3388) (information from D Colville, 1953). A triangular, cup-marked boulder, lying in 
rough moorland, measures 2.1m along each side and 0.5m high and bears on its upper surface 
thirty cups, most of them well-marked. Two of the cups are linked to form a 'dumb-bell' figure, 
and in five other instances two cups have coalesced to form an irregular oval.
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1960

NR 6775 3389. A cup-marked boulder as described by RCAHMS.
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (NKB) 15 December 1977

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 154

Asset/Event Name Cleongart

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3074

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 167790

Northing 634040

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

(NR 6785 3404). A cup-marked boulder lies on a low knoll in rough moorland, 135m NNE or 
NR63SE 1. It measures 0.9m by 0.85m by 0.6m high and the slightly concave upper surface has 
at least twelve cups, two of which form a 'dumb-bell' figure.
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1960

The cup-marked boulder, located at NR 6779 3403, is as described by RCAHMS. Some 2.5m to 
the NW is a line of three stones, 1.8m long by
0.4m which border a trench of the same length, 0.9m wide and 0.25m deep. It is not unlike an 
excavated cist, but no local knowledge can be obtained regarding it.
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (NKB) 4 January 1978

Asset/Event Number 155

Asset/Event Name Cleongart

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3075

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 167620

Northing 634390

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

(NR 6762 3439) (information from D Colville, 1953). A small boulder bears six shallow cup- 
marks on its exposed surface which is almost flush with the ground.
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1960

The cup-marked boulder as described by RCAHMS is partly buried and measures about 1.6m by 
0.8m.
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (NKB) 5 January 1978

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 156

Asset/Event Name Corputechan

Type of Asset/Event Hut Circle

Listing No./NRHE Number

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3098

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 168050

Northing 633550

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

This is a hut circle situated on level moorland. It measures 8.5m in diameter within a wall faced 
internally with slabs on edge, which are visible intermittently around the whole periphery. Two 
of these slabs in the south arc, 0.55m apart, appear to be inner portal stones; here the wall is 
about 1.2m thick. There is no trace of an associated field system, but lazy-beds occur adjacent 
to the hut.
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (NKB) 15 December 1977

Asset/Event Number 157

Asset/Event Name Corputechan

Type of Asset/Event Hut Circle

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3099

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 167910

Northing 633420

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

These are stone-walled hut circles situated on a dry rise in open moorland.

A, the better-preserved, is 8.0m in diameter within a wall spread to 1.5m broad; intermittent 
slabs on edge remain of the inner wall face A gap in the south-east arc denotes the entrance.

B is set into the slope and measures 5.5 m within a wall spread to 1.5 m broad; the entrance is 
in the south east.
The ground around the huts is smooth and the heather is close-cropped, which may indicate 
associated land cultivation but no plots, lynchets or clearance heaps can be identified.
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (NKB) 15 December 1977.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 158

Asset/Event Name Drumnamucklach

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stones

Date and/or Period
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Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3153

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 169960

Northing 643940

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

(NR 6994 4393) A cup-marked stone measuring 3.7m by 2.4m and projecting about 0.5m 
above ground, is situated on sloping ground 320m E of Drumnamucklach; it is the highest of a 
line of five boulders lying close together. At least six cups can be seen, but apart from one, 
which measures 0.10m in diameter and 0.025m in depth, they are small and shallow.
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1961.

This cup-marked boulder is as described by RCAHMS.
Surveyed at 1:2500.
Visited by OS (J B) 13 December 1977.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 159

Asset/Event Name Low Clachaig

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3155

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 169600

Northing 640280

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

(NR 6961 4026) A cup-marked stone is situated 185m SE of Low Clachaig and 9m N of the fence 
that encloses a County Council water-tank; it measures 1.4m by 1.1m and 0.5m in height. 
During the construction of the tank it was dislodged and overturned so that the markings, 
which were originally on its upper surface, are no longer visible. But four plain cups were seen 
in 1938 (information from MS by Mrs MacAlister Hall, 'Kintyre Collections', 224/10).
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1961.

This cup-marked stone is as described by the RCAHMS; it is still overturned.
Surveyed at 1:2500.
Visited by OS (J B) 6 December 1977.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 160

Asset/Event Name
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Asset/Event Name South Crubasdale

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3162

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 168680

Northing 640400

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

(NR 6868 4039). A cup-marked boulder 1.5m by 0.9m by 0.5m high, is in the stackyard 
immediately behind South Crubasdale farm-house. It bears 15 cups.
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1960.

This cup-marked boulder is as described by RCAHMS.
Surveyed at 1/2500.
Visited by OS (J B) 6 December 1977.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 161

Asset/Event Name High Crubasdale

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3163

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 169880

Northing 641200

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

(NR 6988 4120. A cup-marked boulder, 1.5m by 1.2m by 0.3m high, is situated 1 km NE of High 
Crubasdale farmhouse. Bearing 8 cups, it lies in heather 135m NW of the Clachaig Water and 
45m east of the SE angle of a turf dyke.
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1962.

No change to RCAHMS report.
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (J M) 4 February 1978.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 163

Asset/Event Name Beachmeanach

Type of Asset/Event Burnt Mound

 



 

Appendix 2: Gazetteer of Heritage Assets and Events

Type of Asset/Event Burnt Mound

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3172

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 169390

Northing 642460

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

At NR 6939 4236 there is a turf and heather-covered burnt mound. It is roughly kidney shaped 
and measures 10.0m N-S by 9.0m by 1.0m high. A water course runs past the S side. Fragments 
of charcoal and blackened earth were recovered from a rabbit scrape in the mound.
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (J B) 16 February 1978.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 164

Asset/Event Name Drumnanucklach

Type of Asset/Event Cup and Ring Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3178

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 169910

Northing 644060

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

(NR 6990 4404) A cup and ring marked stone is situated a little over 275m ENE of 
Drumnamucklach and 14m S of the stone wall that runs eastwards uphill from the S side of the 
policies of Killean House. Now leaning against another stone, from which it appears to have 
been broken, it measures 1.5m by 1.0m, the upper surface sloping to the W. It bears two 
ringed cups, one with a single complete oval ring and part of a second, the other with one 
incomplete ring to which there is attached a shallow curving groove incorporating three plain 
cups, while a fourth cup abuts on the ring itself. Elsewhere there are at least four plain cups. 
The markings are up to 0.013m deep.
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1961; R W B Morris 1977.

The cup-and-ring-marked stone is as described and illustrated by the previous authorities.
Surveyed at 1:2500
Visited by OS (J B) 13 December 1977.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 165

Asset/Event Name

 



 

Appendix 2: Gazetteer of Heritage Assets and Events

Asset/Event Name Beachmeanach

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3179

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 169100

Northing 642800

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

(NR 6911 4280) A cup-marked stone, 230m E of Beachmeanach, is now incorporated in the NE 
corner of one of the ruined buildings of High Beachmeanach. Measuring 0.8m by 0.7m and 
0.4m high, it bears on its upper surface twelve cups, two of which are linked by a short channel 
to form a dumb-bell figure.
RCAHMS 1971.

This cup-marked stone is as described by RCAHMS.
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (J B) 13 December 1977.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 166

Asset/Event Name Beachmeanach

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3180

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 169290

Northing 641930

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

(NR 6924 4196) A cup-marked boulder lies a little over 800m SE of Beachmeanach and 275m 
SE of Achapharick ruins at a height of 105m OD. Measuring 1.5m by 0.9m, and with its upper 
surface flush with the ground, it lies 23m N of the Allt Achapharick and 68.5m E of a N-S head-
dyke. At least thirteen cups.
RCAHMS 1971.

This cup-marked boulder is as described by RCAHMS.
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (J B) 12 December 1977.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 168
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Asset/Event Number 168

Asset/Event Name Low Clachaig

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3182

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 169760

Northing 640590

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

(NR 6976 4058) A cup-marked stone stands 365m NE of Low Clachaig and beside the gatepost 
where the road to High Clachaig passes through the march-dyke. It is 1.2m high by 1.0m in 
greatest breadth and bears twelve plain cups on its north face.
RCAHMS 1971.

This cup-marked rock is as described by RCAHMS.
Surveyed at 1:2500.
Visited by OS (J B) 6 December 1977.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 169

Asset/Event Name Blary

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3442

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 170760

Northing 636990

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

NR 7076 3698 On the top surface of a rock outcrop lying flush with the ground, are up to eight 
cup marks. The surface area of the rock is 1.2m by 1.0m.
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (NKB) 30 January 1978.

Site identified during an archaeological desk-based assessment and field inspection undertaken 
in March 1996 within the area of a proposed plantation W of Loch Arnicle:

NR 7076 3699: Cup Marked Rock
Description: The NMRS records an outcrop of bedrock measuring 1.2m by 1m lying flush to the 
ground and bearing 8 cup marks. The stone is not depicted on previous OS map editions, and is 
not visible on the 1946 and 1947 aerial photographs. Field inspection failed to locate this 

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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feature owing to the density of vegetation in this area.
Cressey, M., CFA Archaeology Ltd, 'Loch Arnicle Woodland Grant Scheme, Kintyre, Argyll & 
Bute: Archaeological Survey', (1996)
Entered WoSAS (MO'H), 30/03/10

Asset/Event Number 170

Asset/Event Name Blary

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stones

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3443

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 170630

Northing 636700

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

At NR 7063 3668 are two cup-marked boulders within 9.0m of each other. The more northerly 
is flush with the ground; its exposed surface, 1.4m by 0.7m, bears ten plain cup-marks. The 
other boulder, possibly a spur of living rock, is 1.5m high; on its summit, 1.2m by 0.5m, is a 
single well-preserved cup-mark.
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (NKB) 30 January 1978.

Site identified during an archaeological desk-based assessment and field inspection undertaken 
in March 1996 within the area of a proposed plantation W of Loch Arnicle:

NR 7063 3668: Cup Marked Stone
Description: The NMRS records two stones within 9m of each other. The more northerly is 
flush to the ground measuring 1.4m by 0.7m and bearing ten cup marks. The other boulder, 
possibly a spur of living rock, is 1.5m high; on its summit, (1.2 by 0.5m) is a single well 
preserved cup mark. The stones are not depicted on the OS maps and are not visible on the 
1946 and 1947 aerial photographs. Field inspection failed to locate these stones.
Cressey, M., CFA Archaeology Ltd, 'Loch Arnicle Woodland Grant Scheme, Kintyre, Argyll & 
Bute: Archaeological Survey', (1996)
Entered WoSAS (MO'H), 30/03/10

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 171

Asset/Event Name Blary

Type of Asset/Event Hut-circle

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3445

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 170610

Northing 636880

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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Northing 636880

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

At NR 7060 3687 set into a southerly slope is a stone-walled hut circle about 8.0m internal 
diameter. The build-up of peat has enveloped the south-east arc, but in the north-west the 
wall is spread to about 2.5m wide and stands to 0.2m high. There is no trace of the entrance, 
which was presumably in the south or south-east.
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (NKB) 30 January 1978.

Archaeological desk-based assessment and field inspection were undertaken in March 1996 
within the area of a proposed plantation W of Loch Arnicle. Evidence for pre-recent settlement 
had previously been identified by the Strathclyde Joint Archaeology Service. The current survey 
identified additional unrecorded sites related to prehistoric, medieval and post-medieval land 
and livestock management practices.

The following site is monuments are amongst those recorded during the evaluation (NMRS 
reference numbers in brackets):
NR 7060 3687 Hut circle
Full details will be lodged with the NMRS.
Sponsor: Scottish Woodlands Ltd.
M Cressey 1996

Site identified during an archaeological desk-based assessment and field inspection undertaken 
in March 1996 within the area of a proposed plantation W of Loch Arnicle:

NR 7061 3688: Hut Circle
Description: The hut-circle is recorded in the NMRS and is located on a southerly slope. This 
feature is visible on the 1946 aerial photograph. Peat initiation has obscured the south-east arc 
of the structure which was seen to have an internal diameter of 8m. The north-west wall is 
spread to about 2.5m wide and stands to about 0.2m high. The NMRS also states that there 
was no trace of the entrance, which was presumed to be in the south or south-east. Field 
inspection confirmed that the structure is 11-12m in external diameter with an entrance 2m 
wide to the south. In places the walls stand to a height of 0.3-0.5m. Approximately 60m to the 
north-west is another less well defined circular sedge-filled depression of a similar dimension 
to the hut-circle described above (16).
Cressey, M., CFA Archaeology Ltd, 'Loch Arnicle Woodland Grant Scheme, Kintyre, Argyll & 
Bute: Archaeological Survey', (1996)
Entered WoSAS (MO'H), 30/03/10

Asset/Event Number 172

Asset/Event Name Blary

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3446

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 170490

Northing 636890

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

At NR 7049 3689 is a squarish block 1.0m by 0.9m lying flush with the ground, which bears two 
certain and two possible cup-marks.
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (NKB) 30 January 1978.

Archaeological desk-based assessment and field inspection were undertaken in March 1996 
within the area of a proposed plantation W of Loch Arnicle. Evidence for pre-recent settlement 
had previously been identified by the Strathclyde Joint Archaeology Service. The current survey 
identified additional unrecorded sites related to prehistoric, medieval and post-medieval land 
and livestock management practices.
The following site is amongst those recorded during the evaluation (NMRS reference numbers 
in brackets):
NR 7049 3689 Cup-marked stone
Full details will be lodged with the NMRS.
Sponsor: Scottish Woodlands Ltd.
M Cressey 1996

Site identified during an archaeological desk-based assessment and field inspection undertaken 
in March 1996 within the area of a proposed plantation W of Loch Arnicle:

NR 7049 3689: Cup Marked Stone
Description: The NMRS records a squarish block of stone 1m by O.9m lying flush with the 
ground, which bears two certain and two possible cup-marks. The stone is not depicted on the 
OS maps and not visible on the 1946 and 1947 aerial photograph The stone could not be 
located during field survey.
Cressey, M., CFA Archaeology Ltd, 'Loch Arnicle Woodland Grant Scheme, Kintyre, Argyll & 
Bute: Archaeological Survey', (1996)
Entered WoSAS (MO'H), 30/03/10

Asset/Event Number 173

Asset/Event Name High Clachaig

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3447

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 170220

Northing 639910

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

At NR 7022 3991 in open moorland close by two hut circles (NR73NW 20), is a cup-marked 
boulder. It measures 2.0m by 1.4m and 0.6m high and bears four shallow cup marks on its 
upper surface.
Surveyed at 1: 10,000
Visited by OS (NKB) 14 February 1978.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

 



 

Appendix 2: Gazetteer of Heritage Assets and Events

Asset/Event Number 174

Asset/Event Name High Clachaig

Type of Asset/Event Hut-circles

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3449

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 170249

Northing 639909

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

At NR 702 399, on a gentle moorland slope about 170m OD, are two hut circles (A and B). The 
more westerly (A) is 6.5m in diameter within a boulder-faced wall 1.1m wide. The wall has 
been robbed to construct a crude shelter or lambing pen next to the entrance in the SSE are 
where a side slab is preserved. Hut 'B' is oval 5.5m N-S by 5.0m E-W within a wall 1.1m thick in 
which several inner facing stones are visible. The entrance, greatly obscured, is in the south 
arc. Outside the hut is an oval formation of large stones which appear to connect with the hut 
wall. This is possibly the remains of an earlier hut. There is no evidence of associated 
cultivation.
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (NKB) 14 February 1978.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 175

Asset/Event Name Low Clachaig

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stones

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3451

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 170182

Northing 639661

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

(NR 7017 3965) (information from RCAHMS 6" map). Two cup marked boulders lying close 
together on open moorland and just showing above ground. The larger, measuring about 1.4m 
square, bears four plain cups; the other, which is slightly smaller, has three cups.
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1961.

The two cup-marked boulders, within 4.0m of each other, are as described by RCAHMS (1971).
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (NKB) 13 February 1978.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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Asset/Event Number 176

Asset/Event Name Blary

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3452

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 170660

Northing 636970

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

(NR 7068 3699) (information from RCAHMS 6" map). A cup-marked stone lies in open 
moorland 110m south of the long head-dyke and 685m east of its intersection with the Allt a' 
Mhuilinn. Measuring 1.7m by 1.4m and projecting 0.6m above ground, it bears on its upper 
surface 25 plain cups, most of them shallow and worn.
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1962.

The cup-marked boulder as described by RCAHMS (1971) is located at NR 7065 3696. Colville 
(1953) is presumably referring to this boulder, as it is the most prominent of four other cup-
marked stones in the vicinity. (See NR73NW 14, 15, 18.)
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (NKB) 30 January 1978.

Site identified during an archaeological desk-based assessment and field inspection undertaken 
in March 1996 within the area of a proposed plantation W of Loch Arnicle:

NR 7066 3697: Cup Marked Stone
Description: The NMRS records a cup marked stone lying in open moorland 110m south of the 
long head-dyke and 685m east of its intersection with the Allt a' Mhuilinn burn. The current OS 
1:10,000 map also depicts 'Cup-marked rocks' at this location. The stone was seen to measure 
1.7m by l.4m and to project 0.6m above ground. It bears on its upper surface 25 plain cups, 
most of them shallow and worn. This stone was not located during the course of this field 
survey, and was not visible on the 1946 and 1947 aerial photographs.
Cressey, M., CFA Archaeology Ltd, 'Loch Arnicle Woodland Grant Scheme, Kintyre, Argyll & 
Bute: Archaeological Survey', (1996)
Entered WoSAS (MO'H), 30/03/10

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 177

Asset/Event Name Blary

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3453

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 170264

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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Northing 637668

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

(NR 7026 3764) (information from D Colville 1953). A large cup-marked boulder, lying on the 
south flank of the knoll, measures 2.4m by 1.5m by 0.6m high, and bears on its upper surface, 
three plain cups and two other possible cups.
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1962.

This cup-marked boulder is as described by RCAHMS (1971).
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (NKB) 30 January 1978.

Asset/Event Number 178

Asset/Event Name Killmaluag

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3454

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 170108

Northing 639202

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

(NR 7017 3923) (information from RCAHMS 6" map). A cup-marked stone, recorded in 1938 
(information from Kintyre Collections manuscript
224/10 {Mrs MacAlister Hall}) as being situated in this area about 45m below a stone and turf 
dyke forming the Killmaluag-Amod march, has been searched for repeatedly but without 
success. It measures 1.6m by 1.5m, bears six very shallow cups and lies slightly to the east of 
and above NR63NE 27.
RCAHMS 1971.

The cup-marked boulder, located at NR 7010 3919, is as described by RCAHMS (1971)
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (NKB) 13 February 1978.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 179

Asset/Event Name Loch Dirigadale

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3470

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 172537

Northing 645730

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

(NR 7252 4572) A large cup-marked boulder is situated at a height of 200m OD on a small 
heathery knoll that rises slightly above the general level of the marshy ground 230m ESE of 
Loch Dirigadale. Measuring 2.3m by 1.5m and 0.6m high, it bears at least sixty-five cups of 
normal size and more than two dozen other very small shallow cups.
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1961.

This cup-marked boulder is as described by RCAHMS.
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (J B) 25 January 1977.

Asset/Event Number 180

Asset/Event Name Lagloskine

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3473

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 172874

Northing 647153

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

(NR 7285 4712) A cup-marked boulder measuring 1.5m by 1.2m by 0.2m high, it has at least 
five shallow cup-marks on its rough upper surface. Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (J B) 15 December 1977.

A low boulder, 1.5 m by 1.5 m just protruding from ground. Possible, very shallow cup marks 
on upper surface.
Cavers, G. & Humble, J., AOC Archaeology Group, 'Willow Windfarm, Kintyre: Archaeological 
Walkover Survey', 2015
Entered WoSAS (MO'H) 07/06/2018

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 181

Asset/Event Name Lagloskine

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3474

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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HER Number 3474

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 172825

Northing 647028

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

At NR 7282 4700 on the SE side of a largely turf-covered, rock outcrop are four relatively deep 
cup-marks.
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (J B) 15 December 1977.

At least two possible cup marks on a bedrock outcrop, somewhat deeper than those on other 
stones nearby.
Cavers, G. & Humble, J., AOC Archaeology Group, 'Willow Windfarm, Kintyre: Archaeological 
Walkover Survey', 2015
Entered WoSAS (MO'H) 07/06/2018

Asset/Event Number 182

Asset/Event Name Lagloskine

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3475

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 171318

Northing 647562

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

NR 7131 4756 A prominent boulder, 2.2m by 1.5m by 0.7m high; it has at least nine cup marks 
on its weathered upper surface.
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (J B) 16 December 1977.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 183

Asset/Event Name Ballure

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3478

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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Easting 171124

Northing 648924

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

(NR 7113 4892) A cup-marked boulder 0.86m by 0.31m by 0.71m high, is incorporated in the 
south side of the doorway of the ruined Drumnavow. It bears at least twenty-five cups on its 
north face.
RCAHMS 1971; Information from D Colville to OS, 1953 and from RCAHMS
6" map.

This cup marked boulder is as described by RCAHMS.
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (J B) 16 December 1977.

Asset/Event Number 184

Asset/Event Name Ballure

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3479

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 171503

Northing 648894

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

(NR 7150 4889) A cup-marked boulder lies 400m east of NR74NW 2 at a height of just over 
90m OD and 90m west of the stone wall running to the east end of Lagan Droigheann wood. It 
measures 0.9m by 0.9m by 0.4m high and bears one well-marked cup.
RCAHMS 1971; Information from D Colville to OS, 1953.

This cup-marked boulder is as described by RCAHMS.
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (J B) 16 December 1977.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 185

Asset/Event Name Lagloskine

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3480

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 172788

Northing 647069

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

(NR 7278 4705) A cup-marked boulder, measuring 1.2m by 0.8m by 0.5m high, lies 
immediately north of a large walled enclosure. It bears seven shallow cups.
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1963; Information from D Colville to OS, 1953 and from RCAHMS 6" 
map.

This cup-marked boulder is as described by RCAHM.
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (J B) 15 December 1977

Boulder 1 m by 0.5 m with very shallow cup marks on upper surface.
Cavers, G. & Humble, J., AOC Archaeology Group, 'Willow Windfarm, Kintyre: Archaeological 
Walkover Survey', 2015
Entered WoSAS (MO'H) 07/06/2018

Asset/Event Number 186

Asset/Event Name Old Largie Castle

Type of Asset/Event Castle; Farmstead

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3482

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 170850

Northing 648320

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

Old Largie Castle (Site). When the officers of the Ordnance Survey visited this site about the 
year 1868 they reported that "only a small portion of the side wall" of the castle survived, and 
that the remainder of the area was occupied by the farmsteading of High Rhunahaorine. This 
farmsteading, apparently a structure of late 18th- or early 19th century date, has since become 
completely ruinous and its fragmentary remains now incorporate no recognisable portions of 
an early castle.
The MacDonalds of Largie, descendants of the MacDonald Lords of the Isles, have been in 
possession of estates in Kintyre since about the middle of the 15th century. The site now under 
discussion was presumably an early seat of the family in this locality, but since at least as early 
as the end of the 18th century the principal family residence has been situated at Tayinloan. 
Old Largie Castle is said to have been "merely a fortified house, strong but plain in character, 
and of small size (Bede 1861).
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1965; Name Book 1869; C Bede 1861.

Within the ruins of the farmstead there are two features remaining probably from the old 
castle. They are a cellar in the SW end of the farmstead, of which no structural details remain 

Date and/or Period Medieval; Post-medieval
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due to choking by debris, and short stretches of broken walling up to 2.2m high on the N and E 
sides of the farm which would appear to be the remains of the original barmkin.
Visited by OS (J B) 16 December 1977.

During the course of a watching brief conducted on the installation of an earth wire to an 
overhead power line, the opportunity was taken for a brief investigation of Old Largie Castle 
and the remains of the farmstead that reportedly overlie it. The only buildings of which 
anything now stands consist of two adjoining structures in the south-west corner of the site.

The westernmost of these buildings survives as a cellar, now almost completely infilled with 
rubble and overgrown with hawthorn trees. It measures 7.8m east/west by 6m wide overall 
with mortar-bonded walls of random rubble standing up to 2m high.

Abutting the east side of this building is another structure which measures 7.3m east/west by 
6m wide. Clearly these two structures formed at least part of a single range of buildings which, 
on the evidence of the cellarage in one of them, was probably an element of Old Largie Castle. 
It might be reasonable to suggest that this short range continued to be occupied when the 
castle was replaced by the post-medieval farm.

The principal seat of the MacDonalds of Old Largie is believed to have been transferred to 
Tayinloan in the late 18th century (RCAHMS 1971, 160), around the time that High 
Rhunahaorine farm came into being. It might be that this process was simply a renaming 
exercise, perhaps with the ownership of the castle being passed to a junior member of the 
family.

The only other standing structure thought to be contemporary with the late medieval castle 
consists of the remains of what is believed to be a barmkin wall on the east side of the site. It is 
built of mortar-bonded rubble and now stands to a maximum height of 2.4m. There is a return 
at the north end of this wall although its south end peters out as the ground slopes down 
towards a small stream.

The drystone foundations of another wall abut the putative east barmkin wall, roughly midway 
along its surviving length, perhaps indicating the limit of a later farm enclosure measuring 
approximately 30m east/west by 22m wide.

On the evidence of the structures still standing, it is impossible to tell what Old Largie Castle 
originally comprised. Although the barmkin appears to have been quite large, the only 
structures now visible within it are the two relatively small buildings at its south-west corner. It 
seems unlikely that the cellared building, clearly the earliest of those two structures, was the 
castle's principal dwelling and it must be wondered whether a more imposing tower was 
completely demolished when the castle was abandoned, leaving no trace above ground.

Other than the drystone wall that divides the original barmkin, there is little that can be 
ascribed with confidence to the post-medieval farmstead although the first edition Ordnance 
Survey map, published in 1882, shows the ruins that are still visible as well as a range to its 
north-east of which nothing was noted at the time of the watching brief.

Clearly, until the hawthorn trees and other vegetation that cover the area are removed it will 
be difficult to undertake a detailed survey of the site. Even then, little more might be revealed 
beyond what is already evident.
Lewis, J., Scotia Archaeology Ltd, ' Earth Wire Trench at Rhunahaorine, Kintyre, Argyll: 
Archaeological Watching Brief' (2015)

Asset/Event Number 187

Asset/Event Name Lagloskine

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stone

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3484

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 172871

Northing 647201

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

(NR 7286 4718) A cup-marked boulder is embedded in the ground about 90m NNE of NR74NW 
4. It measures 0.8m by 0.5m and just shows above ground. It bears five cups, one of which is 
oval.
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1963; Information from D Colville to OS, 1953.

This cup-marked boulder is as described by the RCAHMS. It lies 160m NNE of NR74NW 4.
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (J B) 15 December 1977.

Stone 0.7 m by 0.5 m and barely protruding from ground, bearing very shallow cup marks, of 
which one is oval.
Cavers, G. & Humble, J., AOC Archaeology Group, 'Willow Windfarm, Kintyre: Archaeological 
Walkover Survey', 2015
Entered WoSAS (MO'H) 07/06/2018

Asset/Event Number 188

Asset/Event Name Lagloskine

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3485

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 172894

Northing 647219

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

(NR 7289 4720) A cup-marked boulder, 1.5m by 1.4m by 0.5m high, lies 27m NNE of NR74NW 
8. It bears six very shallow cups.
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1963.

This cup-marked boulder is as described by the RCAHMS.
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (J B) 15 December 1977.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 189

Asset/Event Name
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Asset/Event Name Braids

Type of Asset/Event Cup and Ring Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3501

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 171768

Northing 644420

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

(NR 7176 4440) Cup and ring markings occur on a large flat boulder at a height of 170m OD in 
rough pasture 365m S of Braids farmhouse. Measuring 2.7m by 1.4m and portruding 0.3m 
above ground, the boulder lies 135m NNE of the junction of two small nameless tributaries of 
the Killean Burn; its level upper surface bears an unusual combination of designs including cup-
and-ring markings, plain cups and rayed circles. Near the NW corner of the stone there is a cup 
surrounded by two rings, measuring 0.09m and 0.15m in diameter respectively, to the outer of 
which there is attached a small cup and gutter enclosed within an elongated horse shoe-figure. 
Close beside it is a second double-ringed symbol in which a radial groove runs from a central 
cup across the inner ring (0.10m in diameter) to end a short distance beyond a gap in the outer 
ring (0.17m in diameter). Elsewhere there are at least four other cups, each accompanied by a 
complete or partial ring (0.076 to 0.10m in diameter) together with twenty-two plain cups 
ranging from 0.025m to 0.070m in diameter, the larger examples being up to 0.025m deep. 
The most unusual symbols, however, are the two rayed circles, which are rare within the 
varied repertoire of cup-and ring designs. The larger example, near the S end of the stone, 
consists of a small central cup from which six evenly-spaced grooves radiate to a surrounding 
ring (0.15m in diameter), thus forming a wheel-like figure. The smaller example, situated 
among a group of plain cups in the NE quarter of the stone, consists of a small cup with six 
radial grooves, but no surrounding ring, forming a design resembling an asterisk.
RCAHMS 1971; Infdormation from D Colville to OS, 1953.

The 'wheel' and the 'asterisk' had weathered away by 1974.
R W B Morris 1977.

The cup-marked boulder noted above is as described and illustrated by RCAHMS. The 'wheel' is 
still clearly visible, but the 'asterisk' is very obscure.
About 23.0 metres to the north there is an uneven block approximately 1.4m by 1.0m by 0.7m 
high. On the southerly inclined face is a well-formed hollow, almost certainly a cup-mark. On 
the opposite face there is a weathered, elongated oval depression. It is probably a 'dumb-bell' 
mark, but it is not as clearly defined as the cup mark. Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (J B) 16 February 1978.

Located under bracken, this large boulder is generally as described in the previous reports, 
although the rock art features have suffered some erosion since their initial discovery. The rare 
wheel-type design in particular is difficult to see
Birch, S., West Coast Archaeological Services, 'Braids Woodland Creation Scheme - Killean 
Estate, Kintyre Peninsula: Archaeological Desk Based Assessment and Walkover Survey', 2018

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 190

Asset/Event Name Braids

Type of Asset/Event Cup and Marked Stone

Date and/or Period
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Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3506

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 171681

Northing 644469

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

At NR 7168 4447 is a rock outcrop 4.5m by 3.0m and standing 0.9m high on the S side. On the S 
side of the near level upper surface are at least twelve cup marks, four examples of which are 
unusually large, maximum size 0.14m in diameter and 0.07m deep.
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (J B) 15 March 1978.

This cup-marked bedrock outcrop is located on the NW side of a stream course and is generally 
covered in bracken around its base. The markings are as described in previous reports, 
although many are obscured by thick lichens and patches of vegetation growing out of the 
numerous cracks which run across the outcrop. However, the large and quite unusual deep 
cups could be clearly seen
Birch, S., West Coast Archaeological Services, 'Braids Woodland Creation Scheme - Killean 
Estate, Kintyre Peninsula: Archaeological Desk Based Assessment and Walkover Survey', 2018

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 191

Asset/Event Name Achaglas

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3511

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 170965

Northing 642012

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

(NR 7096 4201) A cup-marked boulder lies 550m north of Achaglass and 90 m NW of the Allt 
Achadh a'Choirce, north of a ruined steading. It measures 1.7m by 1.2m by 0.3m high and 
bears at least thirty cups. RCAHMS 1971, visited 1962.

No change to RCAHMS report.
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (J M) 8 February 1978.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 192
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Asset/Event Name Achaglas

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3512

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 171099

Northing 642125

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

(NR 7109 4212) A cup-marked boulder lies 230m NE of NR74SW 4 at the top of the steep east 
bank of the Allt Achadh a'Choirce. It bears at least seventeen cups and measures 1.8m by 1.2m 
by 0.6 m high.
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1972.

No change to RCAHMS report.
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (J M) 8 February 1978.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 193

Asset/Event Name Achaglas

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stones

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3513

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 172244

Northing 642173

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

('A': NR 7225 4216 and 'B': NR 7224 4219) Two cup-marked boulders 100m NW of the ruins of 
Glencloichageoidh, immediately east of a small unnamed stream. 'A', the larger stone, 
measures 2m by 1.2m by 0.9m high and bears six indistinct cups. 'B', which lies 16.5m to the 
north, measures 1.5m by 1.2m by 1.1m high and bears fourteen well-marked cups. RCAHMS 
1971, visited 1962.

No change to RCAHMS report.
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (J M) 7 February 1978.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 194
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Asset/Event Number 194

Asset/Event Name Drumnamucklach

Type of Asset/Event Cup and Ring Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3515

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 170176

Northing 644393

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

(NR 7018 4439) A cup and ring marked stone is situated about 685m NE of Drumnamucklach. It 
lies beside a small stream, a short distance N of the juntion of two stone walls, and measures 
3.0m by 1.8m and 0.5m in height; its upper surface slopes down towards the NE. The markings 
which are up to 0.019m in depth, are confined to the E part of the stone as the W part is very 
uneven. They comprise ringed cups, plain cups and a very unusual combination of two pairs of 
elongated channels running at right angles to each other and forming a rough grid-pattern 
across the stone. Two of the cups have a single ring with an incomplete second ring, three cups 
have one complete ring, and a further six cups have an incomplete single ring. In one instance 
a group of three cups is enclosed within an oval channel which merges with one of the long 
transverse gutters already mentioned. In addition there are eight plain cups.
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1961; R W B Morris 1977.

This cup and ring marked stone is as described and illustrated by the RCAHMS
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (J B) 13 December 1977.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 195

Asset/Event Name Drumnamucklach

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3516

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 170164

Northing 644126

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

(NR 7016 4413) A cup-marked stone measuring 2.4m by 2.1m lies 550 ENE of 
Drumnamucklach; it is 80m SE of a long head-dyke and almost in line with the centre of three 
cross-walls that run downhill from the dyke of the policies of Killean House. Its flat upper 
surface appears at one time to have been almost covered with plain cups, but owing to 
weathering they are now so indistinct that only about a dozen can be identified with certainty, 

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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the largest measuring 0.038m in diameter and 0.006m in depth. RCAHMS 1971, visited 1961; 
Information from D Colville to OS, 1953.

The cup-marked stone noted above is as described by the RCAHMS. About 50 metres to the 
NE, at NR 7020 4416, another boulder, 2.7m by 2.4m by 0.6m high, bears three cup marks and 
two other possible examples. Surveyed at 1/10,000.
Visited by OS (J B) 13 December 1977.

Asset/Event Number 196

Asset/Event Name Corriecrevie

Type of Asset/Event Cup and Ring Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3546

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 174314

Northing 654387

Parish Kilcalmonell

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

NR 7431 5438 A cup and ring-marked boulder lies on the SW slope of the hill, 1/2 mile NE of 
NR75SW 1. It measures 150cm by 130cm by 40cm, with a basin 19cm in diameter and 6cm 
deep, and at least sixty cups, 7cm in maximum diameter and 2.5cm deep, one with a 
surrounding ring.
M Daniels 1974.

This cup and ring-marked boulder is generally as described. At least five of the cups are ringed.
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (J B) 15 December 1977.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 197

Asset/Event Name Ballochroy

Type of Asset/Event Cup and Ring Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3552

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 173399

Northing 652229

Parish Kilcalmonell

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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(NR 734 522. A cup and ring marked stone is situated on the open hillside 685m E of 
Ballochroy, at a height of 75m OD. The easternmost of a group of 7 boulders, it measures 1.3m 
by 0.8m and 0.4m in height, and lies near the foot of a small craggy outcrop 136m N of the 
approach road to Minen and midway between 2 fences running N-S. The markings, though 
shallow, are quite clear.
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1961.

NR 7340 5221: As described and illustrated by RCAHMS.
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (D W R) 13 August 1973.

Asset/Event Number 198

Asset/Event Name Ballochroy

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3553

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 173684

Northing 652312

Parish Kilcalmonell

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

NR 736 522. A cup-marked boulder is situated at a height if 90m OD., about 275m ENE of 
NR75SW 4 and near the east end of a line of crags. Measuring 0.97m by 0.91m, it has 12 plain 
cups on its rough upper surface.
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1961.

NR 7368 5231. This cup-marked stone is as described by the RCAHMS. Suveyed at 1/10,000.
Visited by OS (J B) 14 December 1977.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 199

Asset/Event Name Ballochroy

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3554

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 173770

Northing 652625

Parish Kilcalmonell

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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NR 738 526. A cup-marked flat slab is situated in a cultivated field 18.5m north of a rough track 
and 300m ENE of the intersection of the track and a stone wall. Measuring 1.2m by 1.2m, it 
bears at least 11 plain cups.
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1961.

NR 7377 5262. This cup-marked stone is as described by the RCAHMS. Surveyed at 1/10,000.
Visited by OS (J B) 15 December 1977.

Asset/Event Number 200

Asset/Event Name Auchencar, Arran

Type of Asset/Event Enclosure

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3809

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 188760

Northing 636950

Parish Kilmory

Council North Ayrshire

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

NR 8876 3695 An enclosure, visible on RAF air photographs 58/980 3027-28 (flown 1952), is 
situated at 100ft OD on the level top of a steep-sided west facing spur (which is part of the 
former coastal slope).

A length of ruined stone wall and two parallel silted-up ditches isolate a level occupation area 
approximately 40.0m long by up to 25.0m wide. The wall is now a rubble spread crossing the 
spur; it is about 23.0m long, 2.5m wide and 0.2m high with a distinct gap near its east end 
probably indicating an entrance.

It is not certain if this wall ever encircled the promontory. At 8.0m and 22.0m to the north-east 
lie the cross-ridge ditches which are up to 4.0m wide and 1.0m and 0.6m deep respectively; 
there are vestiges of a causeway near the centres of the ditches. There is evidence of a bank or 
rampart between the ditches but it has been too badly denuded to positively identify.

A substantial trench approximately 15.0m by 8.0m and 1.4m deep, has been excavated in the 
interior with only a nominal spoil heap; its origin and purpose is completely obscure but it 
would appear to be the result of recent quarrying.
The general appearance and position of the enclosure suggests that it was a small fort or 
defended settlement.

Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (MJF) 7 December 1977.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 201

Asset/Event Name Oragaig

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stone

Date and/or Period
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Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3901

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 185055

Northing 654498

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS C - Almost Certainly of National Importance

NR 850 545. A triangular cup-marked boulder is situated on the level tongue of land between 
the Allt Oragaig and the Allt Domhain, 230m SW of Oragiag farm-house. Measuring 1.5m x 
1.4m x 0.8m, it bears 25 cups, two forming a dumb-bell figure.
R W B Morris 1969; RCAHMS 1971, visited 1961.

NR 8504 5447. As described.
Surveyed at 1/2500.
Visited by OS (IA) 3 August 1973.

NR 8505 5450. No change to the previous information.
Surveyed at 1/10,000.
Visited by OS (BS) 21 February 1977.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 202

Asset/Event Name Killmaluag

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3045

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 169900

Northing 639200

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS V - Probably of National Importance

Area: NR 699 391. A cup-marked stone, recorded in 1938 (by Mrs MacAllister-Hall in Kintyre 
Collections MS 224/10) as being situated in this area, high up on featureless moorland about 
1.6 km NNE of Killmaluag (NR 693 376) and between 185m and 215m OD, has been searched 
for repeatedly but without success. It is a flat stone, 1.1 by 0.8m, lying among heather and 
bearing seven cups. It lies below and slightly to the west of NR73NW 6.
RCAHMS 1971

No cup-marked stone can be identified in the area indicated. At NR 6990 3920 is a stone, 
partially covered by turf, whose dimensions correspond approximately to those given by 
RCAHMS, but the depressions upon it are entirely natural.
Visited by OS (NKB) 16 February 1978

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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Asset/Event Number 203

Asset/Event Name Killmaluag

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3054

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 169420

Northing 637800

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS V - Probably of National Importance

(NR 6942 3780) (information from D Colville, 1953). A boulder bearing thirty-five cup-marks 
and two ovals has been partly removed by blasting, and two charge-holes are visible, one in 
the centre of the upper surface and the other in the SE face. It measures 1.2m by 0.9m by 0.9m 
high and one of the cups has faint traces of a single incomplete ring.
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1965

This cup and ring-marked boulder as desribed by RCAHMS.
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (JB) 29 November 1977

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 204

Asset/Event Name Drumore Burn

Type of Asset/Event Shieling-huts; Enclosures

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3095

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 168969

Northing 633412

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS V - Probably of National Importance

(Area: NR 691 334) Four pairs of turf circles and several shielings situated within 150 yds of 
Doig's Grave, in 1934. Internal diameters 7ft 6 ins to 17ft in internal diameter and 12ft to 26ft 
in external diameter. Information from D Colville, 1953.

At NR 690 334, on dry stances alongside Drumore Burn at 200m OD, is a group of at least 
twenty-four shielings and three sub-circular enclosures. The shielings are of the usual earthen 
construction, and are circular or oval, on average 2.0m across. Most examples occupy mounds. 
Superficially the enclosures resemble hut circles being 4.0m to 5.0m internal diameter within 
heather-covered banks spread to 1.5m broad, but they lack the circularity of plan-form, and 

Date and/or Period Unknown
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are primarily of earth though some possible inner facing stones are visible. They are probably 
small stock enclosures associated with the shielings.

The site occurs within a new forestry plantation, but it has been left clear of ploughing and 
planting.
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (NKB) 15 December 1977.

Asset/Event Number 205

Asset/Event Name Carn Ruairidh

Type of Asset/Event Kerb-cairn

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3104

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 166370

Northing 649930

Parish Gigha and Cara

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS V - Probably of National Importance

A small pile of stones whose name, meaning 'Roderick's Cairn' is well-known. It has evidently 
been a cairn of some size to judge by the surrounding ground. Tradition says it was used for 
the guidance of vessels into the 'Fhang'.
Name Book 1869.

A cairn with peristalith, measuring about 25 feet across and having a small modern cairn on 
top.
OS 6" map annotated by C M Piggott, September 1948.

(NR 6637 4996). The cairn is 7.5m in diameter and about 1.0m high, covered by heather and 
bracken. Although the kerb is generally ill-defined it is relatively well-preserved in the SE 
quarter. Stones have probably been added to the summit at a later date.
Surveyed at 1/10,000.
Visited by OS (J B) 20 January 1978.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 206

Asset/Event Name North Druimachro

Type of Asset/Event Dun

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3113

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 164780

Northing 647800

Parish Gigha and Cara

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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Parish Gigha and Cara

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS V - Probably of National Importance

NR 6478 4780. The last vestiges of a dun can be seen on the top of an isolated knoll. It was 
probably oval on plan, measuring about 13.5m by 9m internally, but the remains of the wall 
can now be traced only round the N half of the circuit, appearing as a very low stone bank 
about 3m thick. A short stretch of the outer face survives on the W side, about one metre 
below the crest of the knoll. The entrance may have been on the SE.
RCAHMS 1971.

The dun is as described and planned by RCAHMS.
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (J B) 17 January 1978.

NR 647 478. Unchanged from description in Inventory except that the hill would appear to 
have been artificially shaped round the sides and levelled on the top.
Visited April 1993.
Island of Gigha Archaeological Field Survey.
Site report in SMR archive.
Hood 1994.

Asset/Event Number 207

Asset/Event Name Low Clachaig

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3154

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 169480

Northing 640340

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS V - Probably of National Importance

(NR 6946 4034) A small stone bearing four plain cup-marks is incorporated in the foundation-
course of the south corner of the barn at Low Clachaig. It measures 0.84m by 0.5m by 0.3m 
high.
RCAHMS 1971.

This cup marked stone is as described by RCAHMS.
Surveyed at 1:2500.
Visited by OS (J B) 13 Decewmber 1977.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 209

Asset/Event Name Gortinane

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stones

Date and/or Period
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Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3481

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 171128

Northing 647371

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS V - Probably of National Importance

(NR 7115 4746) A cup-marked boulder lies 455m east of Gortinanane in Heathery Park. It 
measures 1.2m by 1.1m and 0.4m high and bears thirteen cups.
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1960; Information from D Colville to OS, 1953.

Heathery Park (centred NR 711 473) is in the process of being reclaimed; all protruding stones 
and boulders have been removed to its edges. Three cup-marked boulders ('A'-'C') were noted 
beside the fence along the SE side. 'A' is 1.1m by 1.1m by 0.3m and has about six cup-marks. 'B' 
is 1.1m by 0.7m by 0.3m with at least seven cup- marks. 'C' is possibly the boulder noted by the 
previous authorities. It measures 1.2m by 0.8m by 0.4m and has about eleven cup marks.
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (J B) 16 December 1977.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 210

Asset/Event Name Drumnamucklach

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stones

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3491

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 170253

Northing 643786

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS V - Probably of National Importance

('A' : NR 7012 4370, 'B' : NR 7021 4381, 'C' -: NR 7025 4385 and 'D' : NR 7041 4373). Four cup-
marked stones.
Information from D Colville to OS, 1953. 

Four boulders bearing small irregular depressions which are due to natural weathering.
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1961.

Perambulation of the area revealed a cup-marked boulder, a possible cup-marked boulder and 
a number of stones with naturally weathered depressions. The cup-marked boulder is at NR 
7030 4382; only its inclined south face measuring 0.7m by 0.45m protrudes through the turf. 
This face bears five cup-marks. A small number of irregular depressions (the result of 
weathering) are also visible. At NR 7019 4377 a boulder measuring 1.0m by 0.7m, and standing 
0.6m high on the south side bears three possible cup-marks on its upper surface; other 
irregular marks have been caused by natural agencies.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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The information provided by Colville is too scant to allow correlation with the stones noted 
above.
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (J B) 17 February 1978.
Possibly this is the site listed by Naddair and MacLardy as Drumnamucklach (6): 'Approximately 
11 solo cups'.
Naddair and MacLardy 1994a.

Asset/Event Number 211

Asset/Event Name Braids

Type of Asset/Event Hut-circle

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3492

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 171742

Northing 644356

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS V - Probably of National Importance

NR 717 444. An enclosure lies 40m SW of NR74SW 2. It measures 7.5m in diameter within a 
turf-covered wall 1.5m to 2m thick. The entrance is in the SE and 4m SW of the enclosure, a 
turf-covered dyke, 16.5m long, runs NW-SE.
M Daniels 1974.

NR 7173 4435. Sheep Stell.
Information from RCAHMS 6" map.

This feature lying among run-rig at NR 7174 4436 is almost certainly a hut circle. It is generally 
as described by Authy 1 measuring about 9.0m in diameter within a wall 2.5m maximum 
spread and 0.5m in average height. The "dyke" to the SW is covered by peat and turf, 
suggesting a considerable age, but whether it is contemporary with the hut or connected with 
the run-rig cannot be determined.
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (J B) 17 February 1978.

This structure is completely obscured by dense bracken stands, although the vegetation 
growing off the wall-heads highlights its location. The site is as described in previous reports, 
with banks up to 0.7m high and with an entrance located in the SE section of the bank. There 
are some large stones embedded in the ground around parts of the base of the bank, but 
especially on the NW arc
Birch, S., West Coast Archaeological Services, 'Braids Woodland Creation Scheme - Killean 
Estate, Kintyre Peninsula: Archaeological Desk Based Assessment and Walkover Survey', 2018

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 212

Asset/Event Name Achaglas

Type of Asset/Event Enclosure
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Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3497

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 171270

Northing 641670

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS V - Probably of National Importance

At NR 7127 4167 on a gentle south facing slope is an enclosure of some age that may be a 
homestead. The structure is levelled slightly into the slope and is rectangular in plan with the 
south angles rounded, and with the north side faintly bowed out. It measures internally 8.9m, 
N-S, by 5.3m conversely. The peat-covered wall, standing to 0.5m and a little over 1.0m in 
width, seems to be coursed and interspaced with small boulder-slab facings at base. It is 
divided into two equal compartments with a step in the floor level to the northern 
compartment. The entrance was probably in the south wall. There is rig-and-furrow in the 
vicinity which is probably associated with the abandoned farm Achaglass 450.0m to the SW.

There are comparable features between this site and one example close to the Armadale Burn 
in north Sutherland (See NC76SE 7).
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (J M) 9 February 1978.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 213

Asset/Event Name Achaglas

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3505

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 171010

Northing 641876

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS V - Probably of National Importance

At NR 7101 4187, in the east side of a stream gully, is a rock outcrop measuring 2.0 by 1.4m 
and exposed to a depth of 0.4m on the west face. It bears on its top surface a well defined cup-
mark and also four or five shallow depressions that may be further much-weathered examples. 
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (J M) 9 February 1978.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 214

Asset/Event Name Loch Ciaran

Type of Asset/Event Crannog
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Type of Asset/Event Crannog

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3542

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 177780

Northing 654030

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS V - Probably of National Importance

c. NR 778 540. A possible crannog has been recorded about 65m from the E shore of Loch 
Ciaran, the level of which was raised by 1.2m in 1906. It is described as a submerged mass of 
stones, c. 36.5m x 18.5m, connected to the shore on the N and SE by two lines of flat boulders 
c. 230m and 90m in length respectively (McInnes 1935). At the date of visit, only a single stone 
was visible above the surface of the loch. (A small island is shown on OS 6"map, 1924 at NR 
7779 5401.)
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1963.

Only one stone is at present visible. According to local information a small pile of stones, 
without a causeway, can be seen when the water level is low.
Visited by OS (D W R) 13 August 1973.

The single stone noted in the preceding reports is at NR 7778 5403. It is set on edge and 
undoubtedly acts as a hazard marker.
Visited by OS (J M) 5 February 1978.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 215

Asset/Event Name Talatoll

Type of Asset/Event Hut Platform

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3544

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 176448

Northing 653936

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS V - Probably of National Importance

At NR 7645 5393 and levelled into an easterly slope is an oval platform that may be the 
remains of a hut circle. It is heather-covered and measures 10.0m NW-SE by 9.0m transversely 
and is 0.4m high; some stone is indicated in the periphery. A modern ditch skirts the west side. 
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (J M) 5 February 1978.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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Asset/Event Number 216

Asset/Event Name Allt na h-Airighe, Arran

Type of Asset/Event Shieling-huts

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3803

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 188885

Northing 638475

Parish Kilmory

Council North Ayrshire

Description WoSAS V - Probably of National Importance

NR 8888 3847 and NR 8893 3838. Three collapsed shielings were found during field 
investigation on low ground beside the Allt na h-Airighe. Two are on the east bank and the 
third is on the west bank and they are 3.5m diameter 0.5m high stony turf-covered mounds.
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (MJF) 9 December 1977.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 217

Asset/Event Name Auchengallon, Arran

Type of Asset/Event Burial-ground; Chapel

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3805

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 189085

Northing 635525

Parish Kilmory

Council North Ayrshire

Description WoSAS V - Probably of National Importance

The walls of this chapel were visible within living memory in the centre of the burial ground, 
which is still in use. Though it is well known in the district, it is not mentioned in the NSA 
(1845).
Name Book 1856.

Chapel sites, Auchengallon: Close to the roadway are the remains of two parallel structures. 
One is 16ft E-W by 11ft N-S within 4ft 6in thick wall, and the other is 14ft E-W by 9ft N-S within 
3ft 6in thick walls. Both buildings seem to have been dry-built, and as far as can now be 
judged, the walls were of faced stone, with rubble infill. There are a few gravestones, without 
archaeological interest.
J A Balfour 1910.

The published site lies in an old burial ground which is bounded by a coastal cliff on the east 
and south sides and drystone walling on the other sides. The sub rectangular enclosure is 
55.0m N-S by 32.0m. There are several broken and recumbent tombstones (none having 

Date and/or Period Unknown
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legible inscriptions) and a quantity of loose stone over the area but no structural remains could 
be identified in the dense undergrowth.
The two buildings "close to the road" are not shown on the OS 25" (county series map) nor is 
there any evidence of them on the ground. They are clearly different structures to the one 
noted in 1856.
Visited by OS (TRG) 12 October 1977.

Asset/Event Number 218

Asset/Event Name Glen Iorsa, Arran

Type of Asset/Event Shieling-huts

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3811

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 189630

Northing 638090

Parish Kilmory

Council North Ayrshire

Description WoSAS V - Probably of National Importance

Centred NR 8963 3807. A very well-preserved group of at least nine shieling bothies were 
found during field investigation situated on the floodplain of a tributary of Iorsa Water.
The largest structure lay to the south of the main group and now comprises a turf-covered 
mound 10.0m by 8.0m and 0.8m high. Most of the collapsed bothies are now 4.5m diameter 
and 0.5m high turf-covered mounds.
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (MJF) 9 December 1977.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 219

Asset/Event Name Allt an Torra

Type of Asset/Event Charcoal Burning Platform

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3866

Status HER National Heritage Asset

Easting 181110

Northing 640520

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description WoSAS V - Probably of National Importance

(NR 811 401) A Platform lies along the beach about 1 mile norht of Carradale. It is more like a 
hut circle than the two similar platforms to the south (see NR83NW 4). It is 30m beyond the 
point where the Forestry Commission path leaves the shore and turns west to climb up the 

Date and/or Period Unknown
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cliff. It is behind a rock stack and in a very sheltered position. Information contained in letter 
from Miss E B Rennie 30 May 1977.

This platform lies at NR 8112 4052 in the position described above. It is similar to the two 
examples close by to the south (see NR83NW 4) but does not have such a high frontal arc of 
walling. It is clearly scooped into the slope and measures 8.2m in overall diameter with a 
maximum height of 0.4m in the east where fragmentary walling is visible. No entrance can be 
seen. The date and purpose of the platform are uncertain.
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (JB) 16 March 1978.

NR 8111 4052

In 2004 this site was examined as part of the Coastal Zone Assessment Survey of Kintyre and 
the Isle of Arran (CFA Archaeology Ltd for HS, the Firth of Clyde Forum and the SCAPE Trust). 
The condition of the site was noted as 'Unknown' and further action recommended by CFA 
Archaeology Ltd for this site is 'Nil'.

Allt An Torra: Platform
Source: NMRS
Date: Unknown
Cressey, M. & Badger, S., 'Coastal Zone Assessment Survey: Kintyre & Isle of Arran', CFA 
Archaeology Ltd, 2004
Entered WoSAS (MO'H) 15/04/08

Asset/Event Number 221

Asset/Event Name Braids

Type of Asset/Event Limekiln

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 62884

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 171855

Northing 645022

Parish Killean And Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description A limekiln is marked on Ordnance Survey First Edition Maps (1:2500). It is not marked on 
modern maps.
Entered WoSAS (PR) 05/08/2010

The lime kiln recorded at this location could not be found during the walkover survey
Birch, S., West Coast Archaeological Services, 'Braids Woodland Creation Scheme - Killean 
Estate, Kintyre Peninsula: Archaeological Desk Based Assessment and Walkover Survey', 2018

Date and/or Period Post-medieval

Asset/Event Number 222

Asset/Event Name Braids

Type of Asset/Event Cup Marked Stone

Listing No./NRHE Number

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 69213

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 171851

Northing 644640

Parish Killean And Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description A cup marked boulder bearing at least 8-10 simple cups, 20-40mm in diameter and up to 
15mm deep, was found to the NE of the grid reference recorded for WoSAS Pin 3508, on the 
NW side of the open ditch. This may be the boulder from recorded as WoSAS Pin 3508 which 
has either been moved from its original location, or the original grid reference was incorrect
Birch, S., West Coast Archaeological Services, 'Braids Woodland Creation Scheme - Killean 
Estate, Kintyre Peninsula: Archaeological Desk Based Assessment and Walkover Survey', 2018

Asset/Event Number 223

Asset/Event Name Braids

Type of Asset/Event Dyke

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 69214

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 171924

Northing 645055

Parish Killean And Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description A fragment of dyke is located at the N end of Survey Area 2 and runs NE into a conifer 
plantation, adjacent to a quarry site. The dyke measures up to 1.4m spread and stands up to 
0.7m high, and is defined by the bracken growing on it
Birch, S., West Coast Archaeological Services, 'Braids Woodland Creation Scheme - Killean 
Estate, Kintyre Peninsula: Archaeological Desk Based Assessment and Walkover Survey', 2018.

*DL 
*08/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Identified as described above.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 224

Asset/Event Name Braids

Type of Asset/Event Quarry

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 69215

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Date and/or Period Unknown
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Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 171987

Northing 645040

Parish Killean And Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Located immediately inside the N boundary of the survey area is a linear depression containing 
loose stone and boulders, which may be a quarry site. The depression generally measures 
around 0.6m deep, but a slightly deeper hollow 3.0m N-S by 1.5m wide is up to 0.8m deep. 
Covered by deep bracken, rushes and grass

Birch, S., West Coast Archaeological Services, 'Braids Woodland Creation Scheme - Killean 
Estate, Kintyre Peninsula: Archaeological Desk Based Assessment and Walkover Survey', 2018

*DL
*08/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Rectangular depression approx 0.5m deep and 23m by 5m located at the summit of a low hill. 
Immediatley to the south of a large modern quarry.

Asset/Event Number 225

Asset/Event Name Braids

Type of Asset/Event Dyke; Quarry

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 69216

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 171990

Northing 645009

Parish Killean And Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Located under very dense and deep bracken is a rough alignment of boulders up to 0.7m wide 
and 0.4m high, which may be a part of a shallow quarry, or a very degraded dyke or track 
upcast
Birch, S., West Coast Archaeological Services, 'Braids Woodland Creation Scheme - Killean 
Estate, Kintyre Peninsula: Archaeological Desk Based Assessment and Walkover Survey', 2018

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 226

Asset/Event Name Braids

Type of Asset/Event Quarry

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 69217

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 171980

Date and/or Period Unknown
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Easting 171980

Northing 644939

Parish Killean And Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Located on the crest of the ridge definingthis part of Survey Area 2, is an amorphous-shaped 
depression with some steep rock scarp slopes on the E and SE sides. This may be a quarry for 
the extraction of rock for the nearby lime kiln, or for the large sheep fold
Birch, S., West Coast Archaeological Services, 'Braids Woodland Creation Scheme - Killean 
Estate, Kintyre Peninsula: Archaeological Desk Based Assessment and Walkover Survey', 2018

Asset/Event Number 227

Asset/Event Name Bairds

Type of Asset/Event Quarry

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 69218

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 171985

Northing 644929

Parish Killean And Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Located on the E side of the ridge is a small quarry displaying some vertical walls and outcrops 
that show signs of quarrying (sharp edges) and some spoil at their base; the quarry is up to 
2.8m deep
Birch, S., West Coast Archaeological Services, 'Braids Woodland Creation Scheme - Killean 
Estate, Kintyre Peninsula: Archaeological Desk Based Assessment and Walkover Survey', 2018

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 228

Asset/Event Name Braids

Type of Asset/Event Sheepfold

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 69219

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 171991

Northing 644841

Parish Killean And Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description This large and quite complex structure is generally built with the local stone, with well-coursed 
walls and coping stones. The main shape of the original fank comprises a large square open 
area, which still contains some wooden posts from internal fences structures. Running just off-
centre from this in a NE

Date and/or Period Unknown
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direction is a narrow access route with rectangular cells to each side (3 cells to each side) 
accessed from the main passage. Built on to the NE end of the sheep fold is a red brick sloping 
roofed building with chimney, containing a steel vat with fireplace below, a steel water tank on 
one wall and the sheep dip. An open yard extends to the NE with two work areas
Birch, S., West Coast Archaeological Services, 'Braids Woodland Creation Scheme - Killean 
Estate, Kintyre Peninsula: Archaeological Desk Based Assessment and Walkover Survey', 2018

Asset/Event Number 229

Asset/Event Name Braids

Type of Asset/Event Dyke

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 69220

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 171897

Northing 644923

Parish Killean And Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description A curving dyke to the W of lime kiln and cut through by the track at the N end measures up to 
1.6m spread and stands up to 0.6m high. The dyke is covered by dense bracken stands
Birch, S., West Coast Archaeological Services, 'Braids Woodland Creation Scheme - Killean 
Estate, Kintyre Peninsula: Archaeological Desk Based Assessment and Walkover Survey', 2018

*DL
*08/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Tall drystone dyke situated on rising land within a large improved grassland area. Drystone 
build. The dyke curves in a c shape from the track and is truncated by another track to the 
south/south-east. Curving shape indicates that it originally formed an enclosure.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 230

Asset/Event Name Braids

Type of Asset/Event Track

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 69221

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 171864

Northing 644847

Parish Killean And Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description A track winds it was up the hill from the W to access the farmstead at Braids, is lightly 
metalled, and measures 3.2m wide.

Date and/or Period Unknown
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Birch, S., West Coast Archaeological Services, 'Braids Woodland Creation Scheme - Killean 
Estate, Kintyre Peninsula: Archaeological Desk Based Assessment and Walkover Survey', 2018

*DL
*08/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Track identified rising up a hill, appears to have been related to the Braids Farmstead.

Asset/Event Number 231

Asset/Event Name Braids

Type of Asset/Event Dyke

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 69222

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 171825

Northing 644832

Parish Killean And Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description A well-preserved section of stone-built dyke with copping stones runs along the boundary of 
Survey Area 2, adjacent to the farmstead at Braids, which is excluded from the proposed 
woodland creation scheme. The dyke measures up to 0.7m wide and stands up to 1.4m high. 
The dyke encloses the NE and N sides of the Braids farmstead.
Birch, S., West Coast Archaeological Services, 'Braids Woodland Creation Scheme - Killean 
Estate, Kintyre Peninsula: Archaeological Desk Based Assessment and Walkover Survey', 2018.

*DL 
*08/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Identified as described above.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 232

Asset/Event Name Braids

Type of Asset/Event Building

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 69223

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 171864

Northing 644785

Parish Killean And Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description

Date and/or Period Unknown
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Description Although this stone-built byre lies outside the proposed woodland creation scheme, it forms 
the boundary of the Braids exclusion area, along with a stone dyke. The building is relatively 
well-preserved and has walls up to 0.6m wide and standing between 2.0m, and 3.5m at the 
gables. The building has a stone-slab-lined drain running down its length in the floor.
Birch, S., West Coast Archaeological Services, 'Braids Woodland Creation Scheme - Killean 
Estate, Kintyre Peninsula: Archaeological Desk Based Assessment and Walkover Survey', 2018.

Asset/Event Number 234

Asset/Event Name Cross, Kintyre, Killean, St John's Church

Type of Asset/Event Cross

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 90627

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 169488

Northing 644583

Parish Killean And Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description In the MacDonald of Largie vault, a plain cross with broken arms, 1.85 m high by 0.36 m wide. 
On the front is incised an outline cross with round armpits.
I Fisher 2001.

Date and/or Period Early Medieval

Asset/Event Number 235

Asset/Event Name Cross Slab, Kintyre, Killean, St John's Church

Type of Asset/Event Cross Slab

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 90876

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 169488

Northing 644565

Parish Killean And Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Late 12th-century parish church of St John.
(1) Slab, now in Campbeltown Museum; 0.51m by 0.33m, trimmed at top and one side. Face 
(a) bears in false relief a Latin cross between four crosslets with pellets in the angles. On face 
(b) is a similar cross. The lower margin has been rebated to fit a socket-stone, perhaps on a 
free-standing 'altar' or leacht.
I Fisher 2001.

Date and/or Period Early Medieval

Asset/Event Number 236

Asset/Event Name
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Asset/Event Name Gleann Drochaide

Type of Asset/Event Shieling Huts

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3489; 58357

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 175073

Northing 643805

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Centred at NR 750 438, on level ground above the south side of a stream, are turf and stone 
footings of about six shielings. The average dimensions are 4.0 by 3.0m giving a roughly sub-
oval plan.
Surveyed at 1:10,000.
Visited by OS (J M) 28 February 1978.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 237

Asset/Event Name Auchenbreck

Type of Asset/Event Enclosures; Stone Setting

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 12928

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 178190

Northing 644130

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Clear-felling on an E-facing hillside overlooking Auchenbreck farm is revealing ruinous 
structures: (1) D-shaped; sub-circular, hollowed area enclosed by random stone walling; 
possibe entrance on south side; stone blocks of a natural outcrop form one straight side. 
Internal measurement back to front 4m. (2) Oval enclosure measuring 11m by 9m. (3) A small 
very mutilated rectangular enclosure. (4) A setting of stones, some onn edge, approximately 
1m in diameter. Other structures have been seen and await examination when debris can be 
cleared.
G Siggins 1991.

NR 7815 4419
Hut circles.
Information advised by R Wilson from Forest Enterprise Scotland (North), Lochgilphead in 
correspondence dated 29.04.99
Entered WoSAS (LH) 19/09/2005

*DL
*12/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Within forestry plantation planted since the 1970s/80s. Potentially destroyed and/or truncated.

Date and/or Period Unknown
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Asset/Event Number 238

Asset/Event Name Clachaig Water

Type of Asset/Event Shieling-huts

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 14206; 59246

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 173437

Northing 642687

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Old Shielings [NAT]. (Two shown as dots at NR 7343 4267 and NR 7343 426, on the E side of an 
unnamed tributary of the Clachaig Water, c.230m OD.).
OS 1:10,000 map 1988.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 239

Asset/Event Name Allt Deucheran

Type of Asset/Event Shieling-hut

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 21304; 58350

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 176360

Northing 643200

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description This site consists of a well preserved subcircular mound 4.5m across (max) and 0.7m in height 
with a dished interior. It is thought to have been a shieling.
Site report in SMR archive.
WoSAS, DES 1997.
Visited WoSAS (PR) 16/05/96.
Entered WoSAS (NE) 17/05/00

*DL
*08/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

No specific features identified at this location, however a number of tumbled stones were 
identified. Area immediately to west of Allt Deucheran burn, and is overgrown with bracken 
with a number of fallen trees lying across the surface.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 240
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Asset/Event Number 240

Asset/Event Name Auchenbreck

Type of Asset/Event Bloomery

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 51616; 58342

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 178520

Northing 643250

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Site of bloomery, as suggested by the ranger for this area.
Information from R Wilson, Forest Enterprise Scotland (North), Lochgilphead in 
correspondence dated 29.04.99
Entered WoSAS (LH) 19/09/2005

*DL
*08/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

No specific features identified at this location, which is a small flat area at the edge of a large 
improved field at the edge of a steep ravine leading down to the Carradale Water. An area of 
high reeds and some lumps and bumps in the ground indicate some distrubance, but nothing 
clear. Several small clearance cairns located to the northwest of the bloomery.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 241

Asset/Event Name Shieling, Deucheran

Type of Asset/Event Shieling

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 51622; 58351

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 176500

Northing 643000

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description No further information available from HER.

*DL
*12/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Within forestry plantation planted since the 1970s/80s. Potentially destroyed and/or truncated.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 242
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Asset/Event Number 242

Asset/Event Name Old Building and Field Enclosure, Rhondale

Type of Asset/Event Croft; Building; Enclosure

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 51630; 58369

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 177100

Northing 638500

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description No further information available from HER.

*DL
*12/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Within forestry plantation planted since the 1970s/80s. Potentially destroyed and/or truncated.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 243

Asset/Event Name Field Enclosures

Type of Asset/Event Enclosures

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 51631; 58362

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 176250

Northing 645700

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Field enclosures. Surrounded by a turf dyke, ploughed and fully stocked with spruce within and 
shows no evidence of internal structures.

*DL 
*08/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Field enclosures not identified due to location within mature forestry.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 244

Asset/Event Name Mill, Rhonadale

Type of Asset/Event Mill; Millstone

Date and/or Period Unknown
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Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 51634; 58370

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 178590

Northing 639350

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Millstone (outside fence). No further information available from HER.

Asset/Event Number 245

Asset/Event Name Dippen

Type of Asset/Event Cistern

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 51637

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 179845

Northing 637521

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Site identified by staff from West Argyll Forest District during operations in the Deucheran 
forest area:
WAFD Site ID 84: Cistern
Information from West Argyll Forest District (Source: FDP)
Entered WoSAS (MO'H), 23/06/09

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 246

Asset/Event Name Cruach nan Gabhar

Type of Asset/Event Summit Cairn

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 51638; 58349

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 175100

Northing 642000

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Information supplied by R Wilson, Forest Enterprise Scotland (North), Lochgilphead in 
correspondence dated 29.04.99
Entered WoSAS (LH) 19/09/2005

Date and/or Period Unknown
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No further information available from HER.

Asset/Event Number 247

Asset/Event Name Summit Cairns, Saddell & Skipness

Type of Asset/Event Summit Cairn

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 51639; 58358

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 176150

Northing 644280

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Information supplied by R Wilson, Forest Enterprise Scotland (North), Lochgilphead in 
correspondence dated 29.04.99
Entered WoSAS (LH) 19/09/2005

No further information available from HER.

*DL
*08/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Small summit cairn approximately 1m high and 1m across, and comprised of medium and large 
grey stones. Heavily lichen and moss covered, indicating that it is not a 'new' feature. Situated 
at the end of a rocky outcrop near to the summit of the hill.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 248

Asset/Event Name Summit Cairns, Diollaid Mhor

Type of Asset/Event Summit Cairn

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 51640; 58360

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 176580

Northing 640370

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Information supplied by R Wilson, Forest Enterprise Scotland (North), Lochgilphead in 
correspondence dated 29.04.99
Entered WoSAS (LH) 19/09/2005

No further information available from HER.

Date and/or Period Unknown
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Asset/Event Number 249

Asset/Event Name Summit Cairns, Saddell & Skipness

Type of Asset/Event Summit Cairn

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 51641

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 176740

Northing 642910

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Information supplied by R Wilson, Forest Enterprise Scotland (North), Lochgilphead in 
correspondence dated 29.04.99
Entered WoSAS (LH) 19/09/2005

No further information available from HER.

*DL
*12/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Within forestry plantation planted since the 1970s/80s. Potentially destroyed and/or truncated.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 250

Asset/Event Name Gleann Drochaide

Type of Asset/Event Croft

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 51643

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 176450

Northing 645950

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Croft. An old croft house, about 4 x 2m with rounded corners and drystone-built (photos 
supplied). There are no ancillary structures visible.

Information supplied by R Wilson, Forest Enterprise Scotland (North), Lochgilphead in 
correspondence dated 29.04.99
Entered WoSAS (LH) 19/09/2005

*DL
*12/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Date and/or Period Unknown
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Within forestry plantation planted since the 1970s/80s. Potentially destroyed and/or truncated.

Asset/Event Number 251

Asset/Event Name Grogport

Type of Asset/Event Milestone

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 54843

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 180950

Northing 644480

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description In 2004 this site was examined as part of the Coastal Zone Assessment Survey of Kintyre and 
the Isle of Arran (CFA Archaeology Ltd for HS, the Firth of Clyde Forum and the SCAPE Trust). 
The condition of the site was noted as 'Unknown' and further action recommended by CFA 
Archaeology Ltd for this site is 'Nil'.

Grogport: Milestone
Source: OS 1st ed
Date: 18th-20th C AD
Cressey, M. & Badger, S., 'Coastal Zone Assessment Survey: Kintyre & Isle of Arran', CFA 
Archaeology Ltd, 2004
Entered WoSAS (MO'H) 15/04/08

Date and/or Period Post-medieval

Asset/Event Number 252

Asset/Event Name Grogport

Type of Asset/Event Stone wall

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 54844

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 181280

Northing 643930

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description In 2004 this site was examined as part of the Coastal Zone Assessment Survey of Kintyre and 
the Isle of Arran (CFA Archaeology Ltd for HS, the Firth of Clyde Forum and the SCAPE Trust). 
The condition of the site was noted as 'Fair' and further action recommended by CFA 
Archaeology Ltd for this site is 'Nil'.

Grogport: Stone wall
Source: Fieldwalking

Date and/or Period Post-medieval
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Date: 18th-20th C AD
Cressey, M. & Badger, S., 'Coastal Zone Assessment Survey: Kintyre & Isle of Arran', CFA 
Archaeology Ltd, 2004
Entered WoSAS (MO'H) 15/04/08

Asset/Event Number 253

Asset/Event Name Grogport

Type of Asset/Event Stone wall

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 54845

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 181080

Northing 643590

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description In 2004 this site was examined as part of the Coastal Zone Assessment Survey of Kintyre and 
the Isle of Arran (CFA Archaeology Ltd for HS, the Firth of Clyde Forum and the SCAPE Trust). 
The condition of the site was noted as 'Fair' and further action recommended by CFA 
Archaeology Ltd for this site is 'Nil'.

Grogport: Stone wall
Source: Fieldwalking
Date: 18th-20th C AD
Cressey, M. & Badger, S., 'Coastal Zone Assessment Survey: Kintyre & Isle of Arran', CFA 
Archaeology Ltd, 2004
Entered WoSAS (MO'H) 15/04/08

Date and/or Period Post-medieval

Asset/Event Number 254

Asset/Event Name Grogport

Type of Asset/Event Boathouse

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 54846

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 181090

Northing 643520

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description In 2004 this site was examined as part of the Coastal Zone Assessment Survey of Kintyre and 
the Isle of Arran (CFA Archaeology Ltd for HS, the Firth of Clyde Forum and the SCAPE Trust). 
The condition of the site was noted as 'Fair' and further action recommended by CFA 
Archaeology Ltd for this site is 'Nil'.

Date and/or Period Post-medieval
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Grogport: Boathouse
Source: Fieldwalking
Date: 18th-20th C AD
Cressey, M. & Badger, S., 'Coastal Zone Assessment Survey: Kintyre & Isle of Arran', CFA 
Archaeology Ltd, 2004
Entered WoSAS (MO'H) 15/04/08

Asset/Event Number 255

Asset/Event Name Grogport

Type of Asset/Event Stone Wall

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 54847

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 181150

Northing 643490

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description In 2004 this site was examined as part of the Coastal Zone Assessment Survey of Kintyre and 
the Isle of Arran (CFA Archaeology Ltd for HS, the Firth of Clyde Forum and the SCAPE Trust). 
The condition of the site was noted as 'Fair' and further action recommended by CFA 
Archaeology Ltd for this site is 'Nil'.

Grogport: Stone wall
Source: Fieldwalking
Date: 18th-20th C AD
Cressey, M. & Badger, S., 'Coastal Zone Assessment Survey: Kintyre & Isle of Arran', CFA 
Archaeology Ltd, 2004
Entered WoSAS (MO'H) 15/04/08

Date and/or Period Post-medieval

Asset/Event Number 257

Asset/Event Name Carradale Bay

Type of Asset/Event Jetty

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 54860

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 180200

Northing 637220

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description In 2004 this site was examined as part of the Coastal Zone Assessment Survey of Kintyre and 
the Isle of Arran (CFA Archaeology Ltd for HS, the Firth of Clyde Forum and the SCAPE Trust). 
The condition of the site was noted as 'Eroding' and further action recommended by CFA 

Date and/or Period Post-medieval
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Archaeology Ltd for this site is 'Survey'.

Carradale Bay: Jetty
Source: OS 2nd ed
Date: 18th-20th C AD
Cressey, M. & Badger, S., 'Coastal Zone Assessment Survey: Kintyre & Isle of Arran', CFA 
Archaeology Ltd, 2004
Entered WoSAS (MO'H) 15/04/08

Asset/Event Number 258

Asset/Event Name Dippen Bay

Type of Asset/Event Stone Wall

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 54861

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 180160

Northing 636550

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description In 2004 this site was examined as part of the Coastal Zone Assessment Survey of Kintyre and 
the Isle of Arran (CFA Archaeology Ltd for HS, the Firth of Clyde Forum and the SCAPE Trust). 
The condition of the site was noted as 'Good' and further action recommended by CFA 
Archaeology Ltd for this site is 'Nil'.

Dippen Bay: Stone wall
Source: Fieldwalking
Date: 18th-20th C AD
Cressey, M. & Badger, S., 'Coastal Zone Assessment Survey: Kintyre & Isle of Arran', CFA 
Archaeology Ltd, 2004
Entered WoSAS (MO'H) 15/04/08

Date and/or Period Post-medieval

Asset/Event Number 259

Asset/Event Name Grogport Old Manse

Type of Asset/Event Boathouse; Wall

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 55766

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 181080

Northing 643590

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Sites identified as part of a coastal zone assessment survey.

Date and/or Period Post-medieval
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NR 8108 4359 - Stone wall.
NR 8109 4352 - Boathouse.
M Cressey, S Badger, 2005.
Entered WoSAS (MO'H), 21/04/08

No further information available from HER.

Asset/Event Number 260

Asset/Event Name Dippen Hill

Type of Asset/Event Burial Cairn (Possible)

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 57583

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 179700

Northing 636900

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description This possible burial cairn consists of two or three largish stones in the centre with some 
outliers and is situated wet ground on the west side of Carradale-Campbeltown road - no 
distance away but hidden in a dip. Work has just begun to level an area to the south for 5 new 
houses, and while the current works do not appear likely to directly affect the cairn, its 
presence should be recorded so that it is taken into consideration should any further 
development be proposed.

The grid reference is NR797 369 and on Pathfinder map 453 the letter P of 'Platforms' is just 
about where the cairn is. A large number of platforms were identified on Dippen Hill; one of 
which was lost to road widening some years ago and more may be lost to the housing. The 
eroded and nearly invisible turf edged platforms were examined some years ago and yielded 
nothing in the way of finds.
Siggins, G., Report to SMR, 30/06/08
Entered WoSAS (MO'H) 30/06/2008

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 261

Asset/Event Name Carradale

Type of Asset/Event Bridge

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 58326

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 179766

Northing 638228

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description

Date and/or Period Unknown
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Description Site identified by staff from West Argyll Forest District during operations in the Deer Hill forest 
area:
WAFD Site ID 146: Stone lined culvert
Information from West Argyll Forest District (Source: FDP)
Entered WoSAS (MO'H), 23/06/09

Asset/Event Number 262

Asset/Event Name Gorton

Type of Asset/Event Bloomery

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 58331

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 180043

Northing 638436

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Site identified by staff from West Argyll Forest District during operations in the Deer Hill forest 
area:
WAFD Site ID 151: Site of old Bloomery - could not be located
Information from West Argyll Forest District (Source: FDP)
Entered WoSAS (MO'H), 23/06/09

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 263

Asset/Event Name Allt Deucheran

Type of Asset/Event Enclosure

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 58340

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 176751

Northing 642930

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Site identified by staff from West Argyll Forest District during operations in the Deucheran 
forest area:
WAFD Site ID 160: Small circular enclosure (Earthwork)
Information from West Argyll Forest District (Source: FDP)
Entered WoSAS (MO'H), 23/06/09

*DL
*12/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Date and/or Period Unknown
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Within forestry plantation planted since the 1970s/80s. Potentially destroyed and/or truncated.

Asset/Event Number 264

Asset/Event Name Auchenfraoch

Type of Asset/Event Enclosure

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 58343

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 178400

Northing 642500

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Site identified by staff from West Argyll Forest District during operations in the Deucheran 
forest area:
WAFD Site ID 163: Field enclosure, turf Dyke
Information from West Argyll Forest District (Source: FDP)
Entered WoSAS (MO'H), 23/06/09

*DL
*12/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Within forestry plantation planted since the 1970s/80s. Potentially destroyed and/or truncated.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 265

Asset/Event Name Breklarich

Type of Asset/Event Corn Drying Kiln

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 58347

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 177819

Northing 644997

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Site identified by staff from West Argyll Forest District during operations in the Deucheran 
forest area:
WAFD Site ID 167: Lime Kiln
Information from West Argyll Forest District (Source: FDP)
Entered WoSAS (MO'H), 23/06/09

*DL
*12/11/2024

Date and/or Period Unknown
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*Walkover Survey

Within forestry plantation planted since the 1970s/80s. Potentially destroyed and/or truncated.

Asset/Event Number 266

Asset/Event Name Deucheran

Type of Asset/Event Sheepfold

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 58352

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 177600

Northing 643059

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Site identified by staff from West Argyll Forest District during operations in the Deucheran 
forest area:
WAFD Site ID 172: Fank
Information from West Argyll Forest District (Source: FDP)
Entered WoSAS (MO'H), 23/06/09

*DL
*12/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Within forestry plantation planted since the 1970s/80s. Potentially destroyed and/or truncated.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 267

Asset/Event Name Drochaid Burn

Type of Asset/Event Shieling

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 58361

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 175473

Northing 644425

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Site identified by staff from West Argyll Forest District during operations in the Deucheran 
forest area:
WAFD Site ID 181: sheilings
Information from West Argyll Forest District (Source: FDP)
Entered WoSAS (MO'H), 23/06/09

Date and/or Period Unknown
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*DL
*12/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Within forestry plantation planted since the 1970s/80s. Potentially destroyed and/or truncated.

Asset/Event Number 268

Asset/Event Name Auchenbreck

Type of Asset/Event Dyke

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 58480

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 178948

Northing 643524

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Site identified by staff from West Argyll Forest District during operations in the Grogport forest 
area:
WAFD Site ID 301: Pre-1860 Dyke ruins NW- E through Plantation
Information from West Argyll Forest District (Source: FDP)
Entered WoSAS (MO'H), 23/06/09

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 269

Asset/Event Name Auchenbreck

Type of Asset/Event Sheepfold

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 58481

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 178900

Northing 643700

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Site identified by staff from West Argyll Forest District during operations in the Grogport forest 
area:
WAFD Site ID 302: Fank
Information from West Argyll Forest District (Source: FDP)
Entered WoSAS (MO'H), 23/06/09

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 270

Asset/Event Name Craigmhor
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Asset/Event Name Craigmhor

Type of Asset/Event Sheepfold

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 58484

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 178100

Northing 645600

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Site identified by staff from West Argyll Forest District during operations in the Grogport forest 
area:
WAFD Site ID 305: Fank
Information from West Argyll Forest District (Source: FDP)
Entered WoSAS (MO'H), 23/06/09

*DL
*12/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Within forestry plantation planted since the 1970s/80s. Potentially destroyed and/or truncated.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 271

Asset/Event Name Sunadale

Type of Asset/Event Dyke

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 58486

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 180600

Northing 644800

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Site identified by staff from West Argyll Forest District during operations in the Grogport forest 
area:
WAFD Site ID 307: Turf Dykes
Information from West Argyll Forest District (Source: FDP)
Entered WoSAS (MO'H), 23/06/09

*DL
*12/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Within forestry plantation planted since the 1970s/80s. Potentially destroyed and/or truncated.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 272
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Asset/Event Number 272

Asset/Event Name Sunadale

Type of Asset/Event Croft

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 58488

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 181500

Northing 646000

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Site identified by staff from West Argyll Forest District during operations in the Grogport forest 
area:
WAFD Site ID 309: Ruined steading, enclosure
Information from West Argyll Forest District (Source: FDP/SKAF)
Entered WoSAS (MO'H), 23/06/09

*DL
*12/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Within forestry plantation planted since the 1970s/80s. Potentially destroyed and/or truncated.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 273

Asset/Event Name Lag Kilmichael

Type of Asset/Event Sheepfold

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 58591; 59351

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 178163

Northing 640721

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Site identified by staff from West Argyll Forest District during operations in the Deucheran 
forest area:
WAFD Site ID 413: Foundations of circular structure, 2m in diameter, fank or shieling?
Information from West Argyll Forest District (Source: Peter Simpson)
Entered WoSAS (MO'H), 23/06/09

*DL
*12/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Within forestry plantation planted since the 1970s/80s. Potentially destroyed and/or truncated.

Date and/or Period Unknown
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Asset/Event Number 274

Asset/Event Name Deucheran

Type of Asset/Event Shieling

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 58855

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 178163

Northing 644165

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Site identified by staff from West Argyll Forest District during operations in the Deucheran 
forest area:
WAFD Site ID 688: Hut Circles (2)
Information from West Argyll Forest District (Source: FDP)
Entered WoSAS (MO'H), 23/06/09

*DL
*12/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Within forestry plantation planted since the 1970s/80s. Potentially destroyed and/or truncated.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 275

Asset/Event Name Cruach na Naich

Type of Asset/Event Summit Cairn

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 58939

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 174198

Northing 643418

Parish Killean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Site identified by staff from West Argyll Forest District during operations in the High Clachaig 
forest area:
WAFD Site ID 774: Summit cairn
Information from West Argyll Forest District (Source: )
Entered WoSAS (MO'H), 23/06/09

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 276

Asset/Event Name Auchnabreck

Type of Asset/Event Sheepfold
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Type of Asset/Event Sheepfold

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 59083

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 178941

Northing 643337

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Site identified by staff from West Argyll Forest District during operations in the Grogport forest 
area:
WAFD Site ID 919: Foundations of rectangular structure
Information from West Argyll Forest District (Source: HM)
Entered WoSAS (MO'H), 23/06/09

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 277

Asset/Event Name Creag Mhor

Type of Asset/Event Shieling

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 59094

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 177453

Northing 645787

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Site identified by staff from West Argyll Forest District during operations in the Grogport forest 
area:
WAFD Site ID 930: Sub-rectangular shieling foundations
Information from West Argyll Forest District (Source: RW)
Entered WoSAS (MO'H), 23/06/09

*DL
*12/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Within forestry plantation planted since the 1970s/80s. Potentially destroyed and/or truncated.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 278

Asset/Event Name Barr na Buinneig

Type of Asset/Event Croft

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 59323

Date and/or Period Unknown
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HER Number 59323

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 181000

Northing 642840

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Site identified by staff from West Argyll Forest District during operations in the Deer Hill forest 
area:
WAFD Site ID 1165: Possible site within field enclosure
Information from West Argyll Forest District (Source: RW from OS map)
Entered WoSAS (MO'H), 23/06/09

Asset/Event Number 279

Asset/Event Name Cnoc Reamhar

Type of Asset/Event Enclosure

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 59344

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 177560

Northing 646117

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Site identified by staff from West Argyll Forest District during operations in the Grogport forest 
area:
WAFD Site ID 1186: Double circle of stones, possible homestead
Information from West Argyll Forest District (Source: SC & D.Ritchie)
Entered WoSAS (MO'H), 23/06/09

*DL
*12/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Within forestry plantation planted since the 1970s/80s. Potentially destroyed and/or 
truncated. Enclosure may survive within a clearing in the forestry plantation.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 280

Asset/Event Name Loch Barr-lice

Type of Asset/Event Enclosure

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 59379

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 179730

Date and/or Period Unknown
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Easting 179730

Northing 643600

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Site identified by staff from West Argyll Forest District during operations in the Grogport forest 
area:
WAFD Site ID 1222: Two enclosures, possible location for a croft?
Information from West Argyll Forest District (Source: RW from OS map)
Entered WoSAS (MO'H), 23/06/09

*DL
*12/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Within forestry plantation planted since the 1970s/80s. Potentially destroyed and/or truncated.

Asset/Event Number 281

Asset/Event Name Grogport

Type of Asset/Event Enclosure

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 59451

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 178630

Northing 644442

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Site identified by staff from West Argyll Forest District during operations in the Grogport forest 
area:
WAFD Site ID 1294: a semi-circle of rough walling enclosing a hollowed area
Information from West Argyll Forest District (Source: reported by Gloria Siggins)
Entered WoSAS (MO'H), 23/06/09

*DL
*12/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Within forestry plantation planted since the 1970s/80s. Potentially destroyed and/or truncated.

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 282

Asset/Event Name Carradale Water

Type of Asset/Event Foot Bridge

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 59504

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Date and/or Period Unknown
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Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 178343

Northing 643414

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Site identified by staff from West Argyll Forest District during operations in the Grogport forest 
area:
WAFD Site ID 1347: foot bridge
Information from West Argyll Forest District (Source: on 1st edition OS)
Entered WoSAS (MO'H), 23/06/09

*DL 
*08/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Foot bridge not identified.

Asset/Event Number 283

Asset/Event Name Carradale Water

Type of Asset/Event Saw Pit

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 59505

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 180187

Northing 637878

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Site identified by staff from West Argyll Forest District during operations in the Deer Hill forest 
area:
WAFD Site ID 1348: saw pit
Information from West Argyll Forest District (Source: on 1st edition OS)
Entered WoSAS (MO'H), 23/06/09

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 284

Asset/Event Name Loch nan Eun

Type of Asset/Event Cairn

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 59541

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 175809

Northing 642998

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Date and/or Period Unknown
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Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Site identified by staff from West Argyll Forest District during operations in the Deucheran 
forest area:
WAFD Site ID 1384: cairn, 1m high on top of v large boulder. Old as overgrown with lichen
Information from West Argyll Forest District (Source: Peter Simson - during survey)
Entered WoSAS (MO'H), 23/06/09

*DL
*12/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Within forestry plantation planted since the 1970s/80s. Potentially destroyed and/or truncated.

Asset/Event Number 285

Asset/Event Name Deucheran

Type of Asset/Event Shieling

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 59542

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 176428

Northing 639651

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Site identified by staff from West Argyll Forest District during operations in the Deucheran 
forest area:
WAFD Site ID 1385: 2 possible shielings, 1 oval 3x2m in clearing, another rectangular 3.5x2.5m 
in forest. Both very degraded
Information from West Argyll Forest District (Source: Peter Simson - during survey)
Entered WoSAS (MO'H), 23/06/09

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 286

Asset/Event Name Narachan Burn

Type of Asset/Event Shieling; Enclosure

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 62716

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 177589

Northing 647627

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description

Date and/or Period Unknown
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Description A small enclosure is depicted on the Ordnance Survey (2001) 1:25,000 map. It is not shown on 
earlier maps.
Field surveys recorded no upstanding remains, however the structure may have been obscured 
by dense vegetation in the area or it may have been destroyed by modern forestry practices.
Jones, C., 'Cour Wind Farm Cultural Heritage Assessment', CFA Archaeology Ltd, (2010)

Asset/Event Number 287

Asset/Event Name Gortan an t-Sailleir

Type of Asset/Event Field Boundary

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 62723

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 181589

Northing 647062

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Langland (1801) depicts a series of enclosures on the eastern slopes of Cnoc Iaruinn.
Field surveys recorded a turf-covered stone field bank, varying in size from 0.5m wide by 0.5m 
high to 1.7m wide by 1m high.
Jones, C., 'Cour Wind Farm Cultural Heritage Assessment', CFA Archaeology Ltd, (2010)

181693 to 647093 and 180993 to 646319
Field survey carried out in 2009 (Jones 2010) recorded the remains of a low-relief field bank, 
measuring 1.5m wide and 0.5m high. A ditch ran along the northern section of the bank. A 
watching brief was carried out where a temporary access track for the Carradale to Crossaig 
OHL crossed the field bank. A shallow earthen bank was recorded overlying peat subsoil (J 
Mabbit pers comm., 2014).
Haistie, M., CFA Archaeology Ltd, 'Proposed Crossaig Substation Service Road, Kintyre - 
Appendix 2: Cultural Heritage', 2014

Date and/or Period Unknown

Asset/Event Number 288

Asset/Event Name Allt a'Bheime

Type of Asset/Event Quarry

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 62725

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 181895

Northing 647066

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description The Ordnance Survey (2001) 1:25000 map depicts a disused quarry. The quarry does not 
appear on the Ordnance Survey 1st Edition (1870) or the 2nd Edition (1900).

Date and/or Period Post-medieval
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Field survey recorded a quarry, circa 5m in diameter and circa 3m high.
Jones, C., 'Cour Wind Farm Cultural Heritage Assessment', CFA Archaeology Ltd, (2010)

Asset/Event Number 289

Asset/Event Name Closeburn

Type of Asset/Event Farmstead

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 68163

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 181740

Northing 646100

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description A settlement is shown at this location on Langlands map (1801) and Thomsons map (1832). 
Two roofed buildings, annotated Closeburn, are shown on the Ordnance Survey 1st Edition 
map (1870) and 2nd Edition (1900) maps on either side of a road which crosses the Close Burn. 
By the 1924 Ordnance Survey only one building is depicted to the east of the public road.
Haistie, M., CFA Archaeology Ltd, 'Proposed Crossaig Substation Service Road, Kintyre - 
Appendix 2: Cultural Heritage', 2014

*DL
*12/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Within forestry plantation planted since the 1970s/80s. Potentially destroyed and/or truncated.

Date and/or Period Post-medieval

Asset/Event Number 290

Asset/Event Name Port na h-Uamha

Type of Asset/Event Cist (possible)

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 69531

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 181152

Northing 644730

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description A large flat slab identified at this location may be a cist. Located in a flat strip between the 
modern B842 and the shore, one end of the slab rests on another stone, while sounding with a 
stick produces an is obvious resonance suggesting there is a box or hollow below.
Information from Hunter, H., 21/01/21

Date and/or Period Unknown

 



 

Appendix 2: Gazetteer of Heritage Assets and Events

Feature identified around 10m east of the B842, in a strip of ground between the road and the 
shore. The ground in this area is boggy and waterlogged due to the presence of a band of 
slightly higher exposed bedrock on the coast, with many pools of standing water visible. The 
feature sits at a slight angle to the road, with the north-east end further from the road edge 
than the south-west; however, the long axis of the slab is nevertheless aligned broadly NE-SW.

On initial inspection, the feature appeared to comprise a large and generally flat slab 
measuring around 1.6m NE-SW by around 0.9m at its widest point. At its NE end, this slab 
appeared to be resting on a second stone that extended a further 0.5m beyond the end of the 
main slab. However, cleaning at the intersection between these two elements indicates that 
they were in fact part of the same stone. Removing vegetation and soil from around the SW 
end of the main visible slab exposed a similar lower stepped portion extending for a futher 
0.4m, meaning that the total length of the slab was around 2.5m.

Small trial holes were excavated down each side of the long axis of the stone to determine its 
depth; these revealed the slab to be around 0.4m thick. There was no obvious indication of 
side slabs, and while there did appear to be a small gap or space below the slab, this was very 
narrow, with a base that appeared to be composed of soft mud. Combined with the overall 
dimensions and the fact that it did appeared to comprise a single stone rather than being a flat 
slab resting on a second stone, as it had initially appeared, this would seem to suggest that it is 
not a cist.
Entered WoSAS (MO'H) 28/01/2021

Asset/Event Number 292

Asset/Event Name Sheepfold, Creagmhòr

Type of Asset/Event Sheepfold

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number

Status Non-designated Heritage Asset

Easting 178164

Northing 645550

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description *DL
*23/10/2024
*Historic Mapping

'Sheepfold' depicted on 1st and 2nd edition OS mapping. Superceded by modern forestry 
plantation.

-Ordnance Survey, 1870. Argyllshire CCXXIV. Surveyed 1867. Published 1870.
-Ordnance Survey, 1900. Argyll and Bute Sheet CCXXXVI.SW. Surveyed 1898. 1900.

*DL
*12/11/2024
*Walkover Survey

Within forestry plantation planted since the 1970s/80s. Potentially destroyed and/or 
truncated. Potential clearing at this location indicates it may be preserved.

Date and/or Period Post-medieval
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Asset/Event Number 293

Asset/Event Name  Archaeological Desk Based Assessment and Walkover Survey: Braids Woodland Creation Sche

Type of Asset/Event DBA; Walkover Survey

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 6572

Status Event

Easting 171916

Northing 644924

Parish Kilean and Kilchenzie

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Context: An archaeological desk based assessment and walkover survey was carried out in 
advance of a woodland creation scheme at the head of the Killean Glen.    

Results: The desk based assessment recovered 15 archaeological sites including post-medieval 
farmsteads, lime kilns and their associated infrastructure, a prehistoric hut circle and 
prehistoric rock-art sites.

Notes: The walkover survey recorded a number of new archaeological sites and enhanced the 
detail relating to the sites already recorded in the area. The new sites included post-medieval 
shielings, stock enclosures, twinning pens and field dykes relating to the farmsteads at Braids, 
along with a stone-revetted feature and boulder dykes of possible prehistoric date

Date and/or Period 2019

Asset/Event Number 294

Asset/Event Name Walk Over Survey: Beinn an Tuirc, Kintyre

Type of Asset/Event Walkover Survey

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 4222

Status Event

Easting 178913

Northing 638043

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Context: Walk over survey for underground electricity connection between Beinn an Tuirc 
wind farm to Carradale substation, Kintyre

Results: A new group of shielings was identified.

Notes: NR 79350 38510 and NR 79280 38468 NR 74450 35040 A watching brief was kept at the 
site of a proposed extension to a power station 2km W of Carradale. A walkover survey was 
then carried out along the proposed route of a power cable between the power station and a 
new wind farm on Beinn an Tuirc.
The watching brief was maintained during August and September 2009 when topsoil and other 
modern materials were removed from a 62 x 61m area, which was bounded on its E by the 
existing power station and on its W by the Carradale Water. Previous work along and near the 

Date and/or Period 2009
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river bank had uncovered evidence of occupation ranging from the Neolithic to the Iron Age. 
Up to 0.5m of peaty topsoil overlay clay and fine sand, all of which were waterlogged at the 
time of the investigation, were recorded. The only features were of recent date or of natural 
origin.

The walkover survey, on 16 September 2009, began on the S bank of the Carradale Water, 
opposite the sub-station, and terminated on the S side of Beinn an Tuirc, a distance of some 
5.5km. The remains of nine small, circular structures (probably shieling huts) were found along 
the bank of an unnamed stream, roughly 1km NE of the summit of Beinn an Tuirc. One line of 
seven structures, centred on NR 75835 36885, was sandwiched between the burn and a 
forestry plantation; the second group of two was a short distance away at NR 75839 36803.
Archive and Report: RCAHMS and WoSAS SMR
Funder: Scottish and Southern Energy plc
John Lewis Scotia Archaeology

Asset/Event Number 295

Asset/Event Name Reconnaissance survey for the Forest Enterprise Design Plan for Deucheran Forest, Kintyre

Type of Asset/Event Reconnaissance Survey

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 34

Status Event

Easting 177310

Northing 643000

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Context: This unsystematic reconnaissance survey was carried out by WoSAS prior to formal 
agreement of a Forest Enterprise Design Plan on behalf of the Forest Authority.

Results: 8 new sites reported upon: 2 bloomeries; 4 (possible) shieling groups; a deserted 
farmstead; a deserted settlement.

Date and/or Period 1996

Asset/Event Number 296

Asset/Event Name Geographical Survey and Area Excavation at Achnasavil, Carradale Project Design Argyll and But

Type of Asset/Event Geophysical Survey

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 868

Status Event

Easting 179135

Northing 638636

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Context: Possible field project shall be undertaken on 23/2/91 to 9/3/91. No further 

Date and/or Period 1991
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information has been received by WOSAS.

Results: See notes below taken from site 3436.

Notes: A geophysical survey by HBM shows that areas of possible archaeological interest may 
yet lie beneath the remainder of the field and it is hoped these will be investigated by 
excavation in due course.
G Siggins 1990.

Four small areas were excavated to investigate features revealed by river erosion over a 
number of years. A radiocarbon date of 2370 +/- 100 bp has been obtained from a previously 
recorded pit fill. Groups of plough truncated post holes and shallow pits were located but very 
few finds were recovered. A substantial though poorly preserved prehistoric site is indicated. 
Further charcoal samples have been submitted for dating.
Sponsor: HS.
S Carter 1991b.

Asset/Event Number 297

Asset/Event Name Coastal Zone Assessment Survey Phase III, Kintyre and Isle of Arran

Type of Asset/Event DBA

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 3409

Status Event

Easting 181920

Northing 645399

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Context: Preliminary Desk Based Assessment with rapid scan assessment.Full DBA plus Coastal 
Morphological assessment, compliation of report.

Results: 371 sites were subjected to analysis during the rapid coastal assessment on the east 
coast of Kintyre and southern coast of Arran.It has been demonstrated that a range of sites 
within the intertidal areas are being affected by coastal erosin processes.

Notes: 5 sites in Kintyre and 5 in Arran have been singled out as requiring investigation as a 
matter of urgency,owing to the nature of the erosin processes identified.A programme of 
archaeological survey has been recommended for the sites.This would involve measuring and 
photographing the sites with the aid of shorewatch teams.

Date and/or Period 2005

Asset/Event Number 298

Asset/Event Name Upgrading of substation, Carradale Substation, Carradale

Type of Asset/Event Watching Brief

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 4221

Status Event

Date and/or Period 2009
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Easting 179360

Northing 638516

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Context: Monitoring of topsoil strip for new substation next to existing in area of 
archaeological potential

Results: Nothing of significance found.

Asset/Event Number 299

Asset/Event Name Cultural Heritage Assessment: Cour Windfarm, Kintyre, Argyll

Type of Asset/Event DBA

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 4314

Status Event

Easting 179864

Northing 647881

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Context: Cultural Heritage assessment for Cour wind Farm development. The assessment will 
form part Environmental Statement, due to submitted in 2009

Results: The Cultural Heritage assement will identify all cultural heritage features within the 
study area, and within 15km of the proposed development, and assess the impact upon these 
features from the new development.

Date and/or Period 2010

Asset/Event Number 300

Asset/Event Name  Proposed Wind farm at Cruach nan Gabhar, Kintyre, Argyll and Bute - Desk Based Study

Type of Asset/Event DBA

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 5039

Status Event

Easting 176000

Northing 643600

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Context: DBA carried out as preliminary study for proposed wind farm development.

Results: CFA suggest limited archaeological potential in the proposed area, although a few 
areas were identified in the vicinity, including a prehistoric fort, a limekiln and two post-

Date and/or Period 1997
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medieval farmlands.

Asset/Event Number 301

Asset/Event Name Cour Windfarm, North Kintyre, Argyll & Bute. Archaeological Mitigation Works

Type of Asset/Event Walkover Survey; Watching Brief

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 5767

Status Event

Easting 179316

Northing 647122

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Context: Walkover survey, fencing and small scale watching briefs ahead of new windfarm 
consstruction.

Results: several recorded sites fenced off and several new shielings recorded and avoided

Notes: A programme of archaeological mitigation work at Cour Windfarm on the Kintyre 
Peninsula was carried out. None of the known sites were affected by the development and no 
new archaeological remains were revealed during ground breaking works. No further work is 
recommended.

Date and/or Period 2016

Asset/Event Number 302

Asset/Event Name Additional Survey Work: Cour Wind Farm

Type of Asset/Event Walkover Survey

Listing No./NRHE Number

HER Number 6121

Status Event

Easting 179130

Northing 646910

Parish Saddell and Skipness

Council Argyll and Bute

Description Context: A pre-construction survey was required to identify and survey the extent of two 
archaeological sites.

Results: Additional survey work wascarried out at two locations previously identified during 
the initial field survey. The additional work identified further shieling huts at site 4 and noted 
that there are no visible traces of site 31 within the access corridor.

Notes: A group of shieling huts was partially identified during the initial field survey; the site 
was covered in dense bracken and high grass at the time of the survey. The potential for other 
elements of Site 4 to survive could not be ruled prior to a pre-construction survey. Field survey 

Date and/or Period 2014
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was to take place when vegetation cover has died back.

Two shieling huts (Site 31) are recorded where the proposed access track enters the windfarm. 
As these shieling huts could not be located at the time of the ES survey due to the presence of 
forestry, pre-construction survey was required to identify these after felling.

Additional survey work wascarried out at two locations previously identified during the initial 
field survey. The additional work identified further shieling huts at site 4 and noted that there 
are no visible traces of site 31 within the access corridor.

Asset/Event Number 303

Asset/Event Name Torr Righ Mor,hut circles and cultivation remains S of

Type of Asset/Event Prehistoric domestic and defensive: field clearance cairn, cairnfield; field or field system; hut cir

Listing No./NRHE Number SM4414

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 189294

Northing 630375

Parish Kilmory

Council North Ayrshire

Description The monument is a complex of 12 hut circles and 9 associated field systems and areas of field 
clearance, all dating to the Bronze Age. The complex of small farms on Torr Righ Mor is one of 
the best surviving of this period on Arran.
These hut circles, clearance heaps and field banks lie on a heathery moorland, large parts of 
which are covered in peat. In a number of cases clearly defined field banks disappear under 
peat. The visible features are those prominent enough to show through the peat cover. The 
recent excavations to the N of the area proposed for scheduling showed that extensive 
remains of structures and field systems lie protected by the peat. That is, the landscape of the 
Bronze Age lies virtually untouched across the moor.
The excavations on the N part of the Torr have also shown the very considerable amounts of 
structural and economic information which can be found in sites of this kind. The settlement 
complex remaining in the S part of the Torr is an archaeological resource of very high value. 
Because of the certain survival of features which are not now visible on the surface of the 
moor a broad area encompassing the visible remains is proposed for scheduling. It measures a 
maximum 0f 1690m (N-S) by a maximum of 980m (E-W), resting on the boundary fences of the 
moor at N, E and S. An area of forestry measuring 60m (E-W) x 670m (N-S) is specifically 
excluded.

Statement of National Importance
The complex of monuments is of national importance firstly because of the excellent 
preservation of the remains. Excavation nearby has shown that the visible and buried 
archaeology is of the highest quality and has suffered little damage over the centuries. It is of 
national importance also because of its extent. The area contains what can clearly be 
interpreted as a number of small farms. An opportunity will be preserved to examine in detail 
not only the working of individual farms but also the relationship between different farming 
units.
They are also of national importance because of the longevity of the use of the structures 
demonstrated in the recent excavations to the N. Occupation was proved for a great part of 
the Bronze Age. The complex of monuments is of national importance to the themes of 
prehistoric settlement, agriculture, development and organisation of the landscape and the 
development of fortified sites.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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References
Bibliography
The monument is recorded by RCAHMS as NR 82 NE 5, 8, 9 and NR 83 SE 5, 8, 11, 25, 26, 27, 
28, 31.

Asset/Event Number 304

Asset/Event Name Moss Farm, Machrie Moor, stone circles, cairns, hut-circles and fields

Type of Asset/Event Prehistoric domestic and defensive: hut circle, roundhouse; palisaded enclosure, Prehistoric rit

Listing No./NRHE Number SM90207

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 190795

Northing 632293

Parish Kilmory

Council North Ayrshire

Description The monument comprises an area of Machrie Moor in which a rich archaeological landscape of 
prehistoric ritual and domestic structures and deposits is known to survive, both above and 
below the ground, including stone circles, chambered cairns, hut-circles and field systems.
The best known part of the monument is a group of six stone circles (in the care of Secretary of 
State) in the NE part of the complex. Excavations in 1985-6 demonstrated that elaborate 
timber circles (erected about 2300 BC) preceded two of the stone circles, which were 
constructed about 550 years later. Accompanied cremations were later placed in the centre of 
the circles. Nineteenth-century excavations at the two tallest stone circles recorded central 
burials in stone cists accompanied by food vessels.
Different combinations of sandstone slabs and granite were carefully arranged to create the 
circles. Excavation has demonstrated that early neolithic activity (about 3500 BC) took place in 
this area, and extensive neolithic ritual and domestic featres are likely to survive, sealed by the 
peat, in addition to the two chambered cairns. Hut circles and field system remains, probably 
of Bronze Age date, are found throughout the area to the scheduled.
The area to be scheduled is irregular on plan and measures up to 1150m from SSW to NNE by 
1060m transversely, to include all the upstanding features and an area around in which 
associated remains are likely to survive, as marked in red in the attached map extract. The 
above-ground portion of the modern memorial stone is excluded.

Statement of National Importance
The monument is of national importance because it is a particularly well-preserved landscape 
of Neolithic and Bronze age ritual and domestic monuments. The grouping of stone circles is 
rare and suggests that this was a ceremonial centre serving the inhabitants of the fertile 
Machrie basin, if not Arran as a whole. Excavation suggests that extensive multi-period remains 
are likely to survive beneath the peat.
This area therefore has the potential to provide information about the development of early 
prehistoric society, its use of ceremony, burial rites, domestic architecture, agricultural 
practice and social organisation over several thousand years. The stone circles have special 
importance because of their place in the national consciousness.

References
Bibliography
RCAHMS records the monument as NR 93 SW 3.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 305
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Asset/Event Number 305

Asset/Event Name The Doon,fort and standing stones

Type of Asset/Event Prehistoric domestic and defensive: fort (includes hill fort and promontory fort), Prehistoric ritu

Listing No./NRHE Number SM4415

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 188607

Northing 629264

Parish Kilmory

Council North Ayrshire

Description The monument is a hillfort of the Iron Age, occupying a commanding position on a headland 
known as Drumadoon Point. The impressive cliffs on the seaward (W) side give sufficient 
protection, but on the landward side a single wall originally about 3m thick encloses the entire 
summit, about 414m in greatest length (NNE-SSW) and about 170m in greatest width. The wall 
is greatly denuded but the entrance is recognisable on the E side. There are the remains of 
slight scoops at the foot of the rocky slope on the E.
A standing stone of the late Neolithic/early Bronze Age, measuring 1.8m broad x 0.3m thick x 
1.5m high lies within the enclosed area. An area measuring 450m (NNE-SSW) x 220m 
transversely is proposed for scheduling.
Single walled forts of this size occur only sporadically in the coastlands of W Scotland. This 
monument represents a great part of the fortified Iron Age remains on Arran.

Statement of National Importance
The monument is of national importance because it is a relatively well preserved example of a 
rare type. It is of national importance to Iron Age studies on the W coast and to the themes of 
Iron Age settlement, economy and the development of defensive sites in the first millennium 
BC. The standing stone is of national importance because of its possible association with the 
Machrie Moor ceremonial complex.

References
Bibliography
The monument is RCAHMS number NR 82 NE 1 and 11.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric

Asset/Event Number 306

Asset/Event Name Moss Farm,cairn 870m WNW of

Type of Asset/Event Prehistoric ritual and funerary: cairn (type uncertain)

Listing No./NRHE Number SM90222

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 190046

Northing 632646

Parish Kilmory

Council North Ayrshire

Description The monument comprises a large kerbed cairn (sometimes also described as a stone circle) 
which is situated on the S side of the farm track to Moss Farm.

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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The robbed cairn measures 23m in diameter and stands up to 0.8m high; surrounding it is a 
kerb of seven upright stones varying in height from 0.8m to 1.3m and an additional five stones, 
now on their sides. In an act of vandalism, a large chip has recently been removed from the 
northwesternmost stone. A farm track which formerly ran through the N arc of the cairn has 
been relocated to the N.
The area to be scheduled measures 60m in diameter, to include the cairn and an area around 
in which associated remains may survive, as marked in red on the attached map extract.

Statement of National Importance
The monument is of national importance because it has well defined field characteristics and is 
an unusual form of monument which has the potential to provide information about Bronze 
Age ritual and funerary practice. It is also situated on the immediate edge of a renowned, 
dense concentration of related Neolithic and Bronze monuments at Machrie Moor (both 
domestic and 'ritual') which have great potential to enhance our understanding of one 
particular landscape and its inhabitants in particular, and prehistoric society in general.

References
Bibliography
RCAHMS records eth monument as NR 93 SW 3.

References:
Bryce, J. (1863) 'Account of excavations within the stone circle of Arran', Proc Soc Antiq Scot, 
vol. 4, 505, 512.
McLellan, R. (1977) Ancient monuments of Arran: official guide, Edinburgh, 28-30.
Ordnance Survey (1864) Object Name Books of the Ordnance Survey, Book No. 2, 36.
Piggott, S. and Simpson, W. D. (1970) Illustrated guide to ancient monuments: volume vi: 
Scotland, Edinburgh, 61.

Asset/Event Number 307

Asset/Event Name Machrie Farm,cairn,hut circles and cultivation remains 800m S of

Type of Asset/Event Prehistoric domestic and defensive: field clearance cairn, cairnfield; field or field system; hut cir

Listing No./NRHE Number SM4576

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 190288

Northing 632998

Parish Kilmory

Council North Ayrshire

Description The monument comprises a pair of hut circles of the Bronze Age, with associated cultivation 
remains, and a cairn, which is apparently chambered. There are about 6 stone clearance 
mounds 0.6m high and up to 4m in diameter, spread within 50m of the hut circles. The cairn 
lies c. 150m to the SSE of the hut circles, on the edge of a steep drop to the Machrie water.
The cairn survives as a turf-covered stony mound. The arrangement of upright slabs in this area 
and the length and size of the forecourt make it certain that this is a Clyde type chambered 
tomb. An area measuring a maximum of 210m (NW-SE) and a maximum of 125m transversely 
is proposed for scheduling, to include all of these features and the likely further remains of 
associated activity which will survive beneath the topsoil in the area.

Statement of National Importance
The hut circles and field clearance cairns, while not being as well preserved as some others in 
the area, are, when considered with the adjacent groups (also proposed for scheduling) of 
national importance to our understanding of the organisation of the agricultural landscape in 

Date and/or Period Prehistoric
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the Bronze Age. The study of these hut circles and their associated cultivation remains 
together with the adjacent sites would provide important information.
The chambered cairn is of national importance because of its proximity to the Machrie Moor 
ceremonial complex; while not being as well preserved as some Clyde cairns on Arran, the 
relationship of this monument to the complex is of national importance to our understanding 
of prehistoric ceremonial activity.

References
Bibliography
The monument is RCAHMS numbers NR 93 SW 5, 66 and 67.

Asset/Event Number 308

Asset/Event Name Skipness Castle and Kilbrannan Chapel

Type of Asset/Event Ecclesiastical: chapel, Secular: castle

Listing No./NRHE Number SM13225

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 190805

Northing 657779

Parish Saddell And Skipness

Council Argyll And Bute

Description The monument comprises the remains of Skipness Castle and Kilbrannan Chapel, both of 
medieval date and surviving to wall-head height. The castle is situated on gently sloping 
ground around 10m above sea level, overlooking the Sound of Kilbrannan, the entrance to 
Loch Fyne, and the Isle of Arran. Kilbrannan Chapel lies 330m SE of the castle, close to the 
shore. The monument was originally scheduled in 1962, but an inadequate area was included 
to protect the remains and the documentation does not meet modern standards: the present 
scheduling rectifies this.
The medieval castle consists of a rectangular castle of enceinte (enclosure) with massive rubble 
walls that survive almost to their original height. The walls rise from a plinth and there are 
projecting towers in the SE corner and in the W wall (the latrine tower). Entrances leading into 
the courtyard are located in the N and S walls; that on the S is a complex gatehouse with a 
portcullis chamber above it. The curtain walls, built in the late 13th or early 14th century, 
incorporated two earlier buildings: a hall-house on the N side of the enclosure, and a chapel on 
the S side, both dating from the first half of the 13th century. Kilbrannan Chapel was built 
around the same time as the castle was reconstructed, in the late 13th or early 14th century. It 
consists of a single rectangular chamber, measuring 25m x 8m, of coursed rubble masonry with 
red Arran sandstone dressings at the doors, windows, quoins and skews. It is lit by narrow 
splayed lancet windows in the nave and chancel and a larger, Y-traceried window at the E end. 
It was entered through two doors in the S wall (one now blocked) and one in the N wall. 
Within the chapel and surrounding graveyard is a significant group of five, late medieval, 
recumbent tombstones.
The area to be scheduled is in two parts, both irregular on plan, to include the remains of the 
castle and chapel and an area around each of them in which evidence for their construction 
and use may survive, as shown in red on the accompanying map. The scheduling specifically 
excludes all active burial lairs and the above-ground elements of all burial monuments of 19th-
century or later date. It also excludes the above-ground elements of all modern walls, fences 
and signage.

Statement of National Importance
The monument's cultural significance can be expressed as follows:

Date and/or Period Medieval
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Intrinsic characteristics
The monument is a fine example of a medieval castle and associated chapel, with upstanding 
remains dating from the 13th to the 16th centuries, and alterations and reconstruction dating 
to the 18th and 19th centuries. The castle survives in excellent condition and has high potential 
for the study of its architectural form and development sequence. Limited excavations and 
geophysical survey in and around the castle have uncovered pockets of medieval occupation 
deposits, Christian burials and evidence of foundations and earthworks relating to the 
construction and development of the castle. Despite landscaping and clearance during the 
18th and 19th centuries, it is highly likely that archaeological deposits associated with the 
monument's earlier phases, construction, use and abandonment survive within and around the 
upstanding remains.
Skipness Castle is the product of a long and complex development sequence and it has 
excellent potential to add to our understanding of major changes in architectural form in 
Scottish castles between the 13th and 16th centuries. The architectural evidence indicates that 
the first buildings on the site were a hall-house and chapel, built in the first half of the 13th 
century, and enclosed at that time by an earth and timber rampart. At around the turn of the 
13th and 14th centuries, the hall-house and chapel were incorporated into an enlarged and 
strengthened castle, enclosed by a high curtain wall, with gatehouse, portcullis and defensive 
features, including crosslet arrow slits, projecting towers and crenellated wall-head. The 
original chapel was secularised and it was replaced by Kilbrannan Chapel, built some 400m to 
the SE. The massive curtain wall enclosed an oblong courtyard with ranges of buildings against 
the S, N and E walls, while the W wall was lined with a timber gallery. The northernmost part 
of the E range of courtyard buildings was altered in two phases to form a tower-house. It was 
first heightened by three upper storeys, and the upper portion of the adjacent section of the E 
curtain wall was rebuilt and provided with a battlemented parapet walk. The transformation to 
a tower-house was completed later in the 16th century by the reconstruction of the upper 
portion of the tower, and the removal of the remainder of the E courtyard range, to leave the 
tower freestanding on its S side. The castle was abandoned by the end of the 17th century and, 
despite later farm use and the impact of repairs in the 19th and 20th centuries, there is a 
remarkable level of survival of medieval masonry.
The chapel is particularly well preserved. It survives to wall-head height throughout and much 
of the architectural dressed stonework of the doors and windows is still in place. It has seen 
little change or disturbance and retains much of its original form. The surrounding graveyard 
has excellent potential for the survival of important archaeological remains of medieval and 
post-Reformation date. Excavation and geophysical survey around the chapel suggest there is 
high potential for the survival of Christian burials over a long period of time and, possibly, the 
remains of an earlier church. The five West Highland graveslabs within the chapel and 
surrounding graveyard survive in good condition and can inform us about medieval 
iconography and artistic form, secular patronage, and the ways that people expressed their 
religious faith and devotion. There is excellent potential for the survival of burials, both within 
the castle around the site of the earlier chapel, and surrounding the later Kilbrannan Chapel. 
Such evidence has the potential to enhance understanding of burial practices over a long 
period and scientific analysis of the skeletal remains could reveal evidence for health, diet, 
illness, cause of death and, possibly, the occupational activities of people directly associated 
with the castle.

Contextual characteristics
The castle occupies a commanding position. Situated on open ground, it takes advantage of a 
natural gravel terrace, which was artificially enhanced and extended. There are wide views to 
the S, SW and E out to sea, a reminder of the castle's strategic location and the importance of 
the sea during the medieval period. It is one of many medieval castles in Argyll and is 
comparable with broadly contemporary sites such as Castle Sween, Dunstaffnage Castle and 
Rothesay Castle.
Kilbrannan chapel is considerably larger than other examples of medieval chapels in Kintyre 
and its position, separate but clearly associated with the castle, adds to its interest and 
significance.

Associative characteristics
Skipness Castle was the administrative centre of a considerable barony, one of the great 
medieval lordships of Kintyre. The site has considerable potential, therefore, to inform our 
understanding of the nature of lordship and wider medieval society. The site also has 
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considerable potential to enhance our understanding of medieval castles and the daily lives of 
the people who occupied them, as well as medieval warfare and specific historical events. The 
site has a long and complex history, as demonstrated in the upstanding and subsurface 
archaeology, as well as by the documentary evidence. As such the site has the potential to 
provide information about changes in society over a period of several hundred years.
The castle is first recorded in 1261 when it was part of the lordship of Knapdale and in the 
possession of the Dugald MacSween, by which time he had probably built the hall-house and 
chapel and enclosed the site. Walter Stewart, Earl of Mentieth, acquired it in 1262. The castle 
changed hands during the Wars of Independence and it is unclear whether the enclosure walls 
were rebuilt and enlarged to the present layout by Sir John Stewart of Mentieth, possibly 
funded by King Edward I of England, or by the MacDonalds. The castle and lordship passed to 
the MacDonald Lords of the Isles in 1325 and remained in their ownership until their forfeiture 
in 1493, when the castle and barony reverted to the Crown. The castle and its history 
contribute towards our understanding of English political and architectural influence in 
Scotland during the 13th and 14th centuries.
Archibald Campbell, second Earl of Argyll, was granted the estate in 1502 and it remained in 
the Campbell family until the mid 19th century. There were repairs in the mid 17th century, 
soon after it withstood a siege by the MacDonalds during raids in Kintyre. A warrant was issued 
for 'razing down the castle' soon after Argyll's Rebellion in 1685. The laird successfully 
petitioned against carrying this out, although the castle was abandoned soon after. It was then 
converted into a farmstead, which meant the removal of the early courtyard buildings except 
the tower-house, and the erection of lean-to sheds and offices against both sides of the curtain 
wall. These farm buildings were removed in 1898 and steps taken to preserve all that remained 
of the castle. Much of the form of the present castle mound is a result of 19th-century 
landscaping associated with Skipness House and its policies. Concern about the stability of the 
castle in the 1950s and 60s led to it being taken into care in 1973, after which a major 
campaign of repair and consolidation continued until 1995.
Kilbrannan Chapel, dedicated to St Brendan, is clearly of medieval date, but the name 
'Kilbrannan' and the presence of early burials suggest there is a longer tradition of worship and 
burial at this site; there may have been an earlier chapel here. The chapel continued in use as 
the local church after the castle was abandoned. The use of the graveyard for burials has given 
it strong associations with the local community; indeed, it is still in use as a burial ground today.

National Importance
The monument is of national importance as one of the major medieval fortresses on the 
western seaboard of Scotland, together with its associated chapel. The monument has a long 
and complex history and has an inherent potential to contribute to our understanding of the 
past, in particular, the construction techniques, defences and domestic life of a medieval 
castle. Kilbrannan Chapel is a fine example of a medieval chapel. Its importance is enhanced by 
its direct association with Skipness Castle and the presence of a significant collection of late 
medieval carved tombstones within the surrounding graveyard. In addition to the impressive 
upstanding remains, there is high potential for the survival of important archaeological 
remains relating to the use and development of both the castle and the chapel. The good state 
of preservation of both of these buildings, and the survival of historical records relating to 
occupation of the castle, enhance this potential. The loss of the monument would seriously 
impede our ability to understand the medieval architecture of Argyll and Bute, the history of 
the Lords of the Isles, and the nature of medieval warfare and religion.

References
Bibliography
RCAHMS records the castle as NR95NW 5 and the chapel as NR95NW 6. The West of Scotland 
Archaeology Service (WoSAS) Sites and Monuments Record records the castle as 4385.
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Asset/Event Number 309

Asset/Event Name ACHAMORE HOUSE

Type of Asset/Event Garden and Designed Landscape

Listing No./NRHE Number GDL00005

HER Number

Status Garden and Designed Landscape

Easting 164280

Northing 647820

Parish Gigha And Cara

Council Argyll And Bute

Description A late 19th century designed landscape hosting a remarkable 20th-century garden and 
renowned plant collection.

Type of Site
Woodland planting, established in the early 1880s, shelters a woodland garden, initiated in 
1944, in a series of distinct named compartments such as the Pond Garden, the Hospital 
Garden and the George Taylor Garden. The woodland garden provides ideal growing conditons 
for a wide variety of species including Rhododendron, Pieris, Enkianthus and Magnolia.
Main Phases of Landscape Development

Early 1880s, with additions in the 1940s and improvements and replanting in the 1980s to the 
present.

Artistic Interest
Level of interest
Outstanding
The way the plants were grouped by Sir James Horlick gives Achamore House outstanding 
value as a Work of Art.

Historical
Level of interest
Little
The garden has been developed largely since 1944 and has little Historical value.

Horticultural
Level of interest
Outstanding
The quality and variety of the collection amassed and developed by Sir James Horlick gives this 
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site outstanding Horticultural value.

Architectural
Level of interest
High
The site provides the setting for a B listed building.

Archaeological
Level of interest
Not Assessed

Scenic
Level of interest
Some
The site contributes some Scenic value to the landscape, seen mainly from the sea to the east 
where the overall landscape is dominated by the Paps of Jura beyond the Island of Gigha.

Nature Conservation
Level of interest
Some
The establishment of woodlands on the island has increased the variety of habitats and gives 
the site some value for Nature Conservation.
Location and Setting
Achamore House lies on the eastern side of the Island of Gigha, some 4 miles (6.5km) off the 
west coast of the Mull of Kintyre. Gigha itself is 6 miles (9.5km) long and, at its widest point, 
some 1.5 miles (2.5km) in breadth. A central core of hills runs down the island, its highest point 
rising to some 328' (100m) at Creag Bhan.
On approaching the island by sea from the east, the Paps of Jura form a dominating backdrop 
to the view of the island. The trees of Achamore House are significant from the sea crossing as 
they form virtually the only woodland area on the island. The setting of the site is very 
important, more for climatic rather than scenic reasons, and the impact of both has been 
tempered by the planting of trees for shelter. From within the garden, views can be gained 
only from the highest point of the site out to the surrounding islands and sounds of Gigha and 
Jura and to the Atlantic Ocean. The island has an average rainfall of c.45" per annum and the 
North Atlantic Drift moderates the temperature to provide a mean summer temperature of 56 
(o) F with a minimum temperature of 10 (o) F frost in winter. Ph levels are low, at below 4.5 on 
average.
Achamore House lies on the south-east side of the island in the lee of Gigha's central hill-range. 
The designed landscape extends west of the island's road to the lower slopes of these hills. The 
northern boundary is marked by the woodland which extends east to the roadside. The 
southern boundary is also woodland, on either side of the south drive now only open between 
the South Lodge and the junction with the farm access road. The south drive was formerly the 
main access to the house from the south pier before the new east jetty was constructed. 
Within the garden, the south drive is now grass and access to the house is by the north drive, 
both laid out originally at the end of the 19th century. Reference to the 1st edition OS map of 
c.1860 shows only two drives from the east from the island's only access road. The 
approximate lines of these drives, now grass, remain within the garden as Green Drive and 
Green Walk. The designed landscape extends over some 65 acres (26.3ha) today.

Site History
The woodland structure of the designed landscape dates from the late 19th century, although 
the gardens themselves were developed by Sir James Horlick from 1944.
Historically, Gigha and its neighbouring island, Cara, belonged to the Clan Macdonald, even 
before David II formally granted the lands to them in 1344. For many centuries, a power 
struggle raged between them and the MacNeill Clan who finally became the undisputed lairds 
in 1590 but sold the lands at the end of the 18th century. William Scarlett, 3rd Lord Abinger, 
purchased the estate at the end of the 19th century and built the present house. He sold it to 
Lt Colonel Sir James Horlick, OBE MC VMH, in 1944. Sir James had developed skills as a 
plantsman at his previous home at Titness Park, Berkshire, and bought Gigha in order to 
extend the plant collection which he had begun to amass there. Not only did he develop the 
garden, but as laird of the island he introduced a series of improvements which earned him the 
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respect and affection of the island's population. On his death, in the 1970s, the estate was sold 
to Mr D.W.N. Landale with the exception of the plant collection which was gifted to the 
National Trust for Scotland to be propagated for the future.

Landscape Components
Architectural Features
Achamore House, listed B, was built in the early 1880s to the designs of John Honeyman. It is a 
two-storey building which was remodelled in 1900 following a fire, and since 1944 has been 
subdivided into flats. The Gate Lodge, listed B, stands at the south entrance and is dated 1895. 
The architect again is thought to be Honeyman. The gateway on the East Drive, listed B, has 
four square ashlar gatepiers with moulded caps and bosses connected by curved walls and two 
other piers of the same form. The gates and railings are cast iron with arrow-heads. The 
farmhouse and steading, listed B, lie to the south-west of the garden.

Woodland
The main woodland areas lie to the north and south of the house and were largely planted by 
Captain William Scarlett following the completion of the house, to provide shelter and cover 
for game. Species include a core of sycamore, beech, ash, horse chestnut, elm, alder and some 
ornamental conifers which have grown despite adverse weather conditions, in particular, 
south- westerly gales and salt spray. Some older trees remain in the area between the Green 
Walk and the North Drive. Reference to the 1st edition OS map confirms that this area was a 
woodland before 1860, as was the now coniferous strip on the roadside edge to the north of 
the site. Sir James extended the woodland largely with Sitka spruce and Pinus radiata to the 
west of the house up and over the brow of the hill. The woodlands were used by Sir James 
Horlick to shelter the collection and thinning was, and still is, a practice used to allow more 
light into the plant collection.
New woodland shelterbelts are being established on the site, comprising mainly mixed 
deciduous trees with some Sitka spruce. A coniferous shelterbelt to the north of the nursery 
garden is now mature.

Woodland Garden
The garden lies mainly to the east and south of the house and was established by Sir James 
Horlick. Sir James developed the garden incrementally, adding at least one new compartment 
every year. Each compartment has been named, eg the Pond Garden, the Theatre, the Hospital 
Garden, the George Taylor Garden and the Malcolm Allen Garden (named after the Head 
Gardener for 52 years until 1970.) Mid-May is regarded as the best time to see the garden 
when the beauty of Sir James' planting for colour and texture can most be appreciated. The 
plant material thus dates mainly from 1944 with the exception of a few older specimens of 
plants such as the Cordylines and the Desfontainea behind the house. Rhododendron 
ponticum was cleared from the north drive and clearings were made in the woodland by 
removal of dead wood, to form over 50 separate named compartments. Shelter to individual 
compartments is provided largely by Griselinia littoralis spp. and, amongst others, 
Rhododendron ponticum, Olearia, Senecio, Eleagnus and bamboos. Achamore is renowned for 
its collection of plants, far too numerous to be detailed in this report; however, they have been 
catalogued and are well documented. The plant collection includes an excellent range of the 
Maddenii, Lacteum, Triflorum, Irroratum series, as well as both the larger leaf and dwarf 
Rhododendrons. The Horlick Hybrids are those bred by Sir James both at Titness Park and at 
Achamore, the former name featuring often in the resulting hybrids. R. `Titness Park', a cross 
between R. `Shilsonii' and R. edlophytum , received an RHS Award in 1954, as have many 
others over the years. Azaleas are planted through the Rhododendron collection and 
particularly on the drive and provide a brilliant display of colour in May and June. Many other 
plants, in particular Pieris and Enkianthus, thrive here, as do Drimys, Magnolia and Hydrangea, 
alongside many Chilean and Australasian plants. A collection of Sorbus spp. was also 
established, among them S. megalocarpa. Since being gifted to the National Trust for Scotland 
in 1962, the collection has been widely propagated.

Walled Gardens
The garden was built by the Scarlett family in a clearing in the woodland to the north- west of 
the house. The walled garden is divided into two areas. In the north walled garden, a collection 
of specimen conifers is grown in grass including Abies kakawamii and A. nordmanniana. The 
greenhouses stand in this area and house tender plants and fruit. The south walled garden is 
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totally cultivated with vegetables and cut flowers. An excellent view of the garden is gained 
from above on the Spring Bank. Climbers were established on the third of a mile of plantable 
interior wall surface of the garden, among them jasmines, honeysuckles and climbing roses; 
the effect is stunning.
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Asset/Event Number 310

Asset/Event Name Carn Ban,cairn Gigha

Type of Asset/Event Prehistoric ritual and funerary: cairn (type uncertain)

Listing No./NRHE Number SM3182

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 166814

Northing 653822

Parish Gigha And Cara

Council Argyll And Bute

Description From Canmore ID: 38605

NR65SE 2 6681 5382

(NR 6681 5382) Cairn (NR)
(Carn Ban) (NAT)
OS 6" map, (1924)

This cairn lies near the E end of a low promontory (10m OD) within 90m of the shore and, like 
the surrounding area, is heavily overgrown with heather, bracken and scrub. The cairn was 
reduced to its present denuded condition at the end of the 18 century, when a large quantity 
of stones were removed for building purposes (The Statistical Account [OSA] 1793).
At this time four short cists and several other smaller ones were uncovered, and the cairn itself 
was found to be about 15.2m in diameter. At the present time the remains consist of a spread 
of stones covering a roughly circular area between 17m and 18m in diameter, and standing to 
a maximum height of one metre. Situated close together near the centre there is a group of 
four cists (1-4 on RCAHMS plan), while a fifth (5) lies near the edge of the cairn to the S. Built 
on ground level and largely supported by the surrounding cairn-material, the cists forming the 
central group are all aligned roughly NNW and SSE. They are composed of slabs measuring 
between 0.08m and 0.20m in thickness, and a considerable quantity of quartz pebbles can still 
be seen in the packing in their immediate vicinity.
It is recorded (OSA 1793) that when the cists were first discovered an unspecified number of 
'urns' were found in cists 3 and 4; none of these now survives, but at least one of them was 
probably a Food Vessel.
Some 1.2m W of this central group of cists there is a large slab (C) lying almost flat, but not 
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apparently forming part of a cist. Near the perimeter of the cairn on the S there is an 
irregularly-shaped depression (5), lined with boulders and measuring about 1.2m by 1.0m and 
0.3m in depth. This is the only example that still remains visible of the three small cists 
indicated on the plan in the OSA. Their position suggests that they all contained secondary 
burials.
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1963.

No change to RCAHMS report.
Surveyed at 1/10,000.
Visited by OS (J M) 18 January 1978

Cist 1. 3 pieces of long bone visible inside - said to have been returned recently after
examination. (Information from Betty MacNeill.)
Cist 2. Only 1 piece of capstone now visible.
Slab C. Not visible.
Next to 5 (c. 1m E) is what may be a second secondary burial.)
F Hood 1994, visited April 1993.
NMRS, MS/805/1.

Asset/Event Number 311

Asset/Event Name Carragh an Tarbert,standing stone 550m NNE of Tarbert,Gigha

Type of Asset/Event Prehistoric ritual and funerary: standing stone

Listing No./NRHE Number SM190

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 165554

Northing 652288

Parish Gigha And Cara

Council Argyll And Bute

Description From Canmore ID: 38608

A prominent standing stone situated close to the E side of the public road. Known as "The 
Druids' Stone", it measures 0.9m by 0.41m at the base, and rises to a height of 2.34m; the 
longer axis is aligned N and S. It now leans considerably out of the vertical towards the E and, 
due to the weathering of a natural fissure, the top is divided into two peaks by a deep 
indentation.
RCAHMS 1971.

No change to RCAHMS report.
Surveyed at 1:10 000.
Visited by OS (J M) 18 January 1978.

Date and/or Period

Asset/Event Number 312

Asset/Event Name Ridh a'Chaibeil,burial ground & cross SE of Tarbert

Type of Asset/Event Crosses and carved stones: cross (free-standing), Ecclesiastical: burial ground, cemetery, gravey

Listing No./NRHE Number SM3308

Date and/or Period
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HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 165400

Northing 651619

Parish Gigha And Cara

Council Argyll And Bute

Description From Canmore ID: 38598

An old burying-place where there is a cross, with one of the arms and part of the top broken. 
The place is called 'Righ Chaibeal', ie the King's Chapel or Tomb.
Statistical Account (OSA) 1793.

'A well-known burying-ground, but not used for a considerable time; while the former tenant 
of Tarbert was ploughing about the edge of the above ground the plough turned open a small 
wooden coffin. No trace of any gravestone can be seen as the place is filled up with stones and 
rubbish. Near the centre of the burying ground stands an old stone cross, the arms destroyed a 
few years back by battle who knocked it down several times, but erected again by the 
inhabitants in the most suitable place'.
The name 'Righ Chaibeal' could not be confirmed, all the local authorities being of the opinion 
that 'Field of the Burying Ground' - Ridh' a' Chaibeil - should be adopted.
Name Book 1869.

A Neolithic or Bronze Age cairn (information from notes and illusts by R E MacCallum to OS, 
1962) A small excavation at the SW edge in April 1961 showed the cairn material to be at least 
3ft thick, all but 6ins being below ground. The cross, Keills-type and possible 10th century is 
inserted to a depth of 18ins.
D M Wilson and D G Hurst 1964.

This burial-ground is said to have been used until a fairly recent period (Anderson 1939). At the 
present time, however, the graveyard is marked simply by an uncultivated patch of ground, 
measuring about 25m by 20m, which has been artificially raised by stones dumped from the 
surrounding arable field; its original shape is uncertain, and although it is possible that a chapel 
formerly existed here, no trace of any building is now visible (cf also NR65SE 12).
Within the burial-ground there stands a mutilated and weathered cross,made of local 
micaceous schist. The cross is probably not precisely in its original position since it faces NE 
and SW and is only loosely supported at the base by boulders. Both the arms had been broken 
off before 1875, when White (1875) published a sketch of the monument, but one of the arms 
was discovered shortly before the Commission's visit so that the outline of the cross can now 
be reconstructed. A monolith, it originally stood only a few centimetres higher than its present 
height of 1.83m and measured 0.66m across the arms.
T P White 1875; R S G Anderson 1939; RCAHMS 1971, visited 1966.

Asset/Event Number 313

Asset/Event Name Cairnvickuie,cross incised stone NW of

Type of Asset/Event Crosses and carved stones: cross-incised stone

Listing No./NRHE Number SM3306

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 165414

Northing 651517

Parish Gigha And Cara

Date and/or Period
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Parish Gigha And Cara

Council Argyll And Bute

Description From Canmore ID: 38597

(NR 6541 5151) (informartion from R E MacCallum to OS) About 14m S of the S corner of the 
field there is a large flat-topped slab of schist, locally known as the 'Holy Stone', on which is 
incised a group of Early Christian symbols. The stone is wedge-shaped and measures about 
2.4m long at the base by 0.6m in maximum height. The symbols have been pecked on the 
upper surface of the stone, the one on the left of the drawing being a Latin cross with a ring 
over the head, a semi-circle (?Calvary mount) at the foot, and dots in the interspaces of the 
cross. To the right of this is a symbol measuring about 0.9m in length and consisting of a cross 
with bifid terminals and a curved bar over the head. The lower end of the shaft is prolonged to 
bisect a rectangular figure with two right-angled and two curved corners - perhaps a 
representation of an altar or a socket-stone. Slightly below and to the right of the last there is a 
third symbol consisting of a small Latin cross with a cup-shaped hollow on either side of the 
base of the shaft. The presence of these symbols and the existence of the neighbouring cross 
(NR65SE 13) suggest that this was a place of some ecclesiastical significance in Early Christian 
times.
RCAHMS 1971, visited 1966.

Asset/Event Number 314

Asset/Event Name Dun an Trinnse, dun 325m NW of Ardailly, Gigha

Type of Asset/Event Prehistoric domestic and defensive: dun

Listing No./NRHE Number SM3229

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 164187

Northing 650962

Parish Gigha And Cara

Council Argyll And Bute

Description The monument comprises a prehistoric dun, likely to date to the Iron Age (between 500 BC 
and AD 500). The dun is located on the summit of a steep-sided rocky knoll, at 15m above sea 
level, overlooking Garbh Phort on the west coast of Gigha. It is visible as the remains of a sub-
oval wall drawn around the margin of the knoll to enclose an area of approximately 13.5m by 
12m. The monument was first scheduled in 1972, but the documentation does not meet 
modern standards: the present rescheduling rectifies this.

The area to be scheduled is an irregular polygon on plan, to include the remains described 
above and an area around them within which evidence relating to the monument's 
construction, use and abandonment may survive, and adjoining land essential for the 
monument's support and preservation, as shown in red on the accompanying map. The 
scheduling specifically excludes the above-ground remains of all fences to allow for their 
maintenance.

Statement of National Importance

Cultural Significance
The monument's cultural significance can be expressed as follows:

Intrinsic characteristics

Date and/or Period
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The dun occupies the northern part of a small coastal promontory, with two sheltered sea 
inlets to the N and S and a neck of adjoining land to the E. The dun sits on the summit of a 
steep-sided rocky knoll, which affords it strong natural protection. Access to the dun is easiest 
from the S and W, over less steep ground. The entrance was positioned in the W, where there 
is a break in the low, turf-covered walling around the edge of the knoll. A number of outer 
facing-stones can be seen intermittently around the flanks of the knoll below the summit. 
Interestingly, the lowest course of the outer facing-stones continues across the entrance, 
thereby providing a step or threshold at the outer end of the passage; a similar feature was 
observed at the broadly contemporary fort, Dun Chibhich, 950m to the SSE. The interior is 
slightly sunken and lies more than 1m below the top of the surviving internal wall, which may 
reflect the exposed nature of this location. There are no visible features in the interior, apart 
from the ruin of a secondary rectangular building, which partly overlies the dun wall.

Overall, the footprint of the monument is intact and it survives in good condition, despite its 
exposed coastal location. There is high potential for the survival of buried deposits and 
features beneath and beyond the wall and within the dun interior. Future examination of the 
dun could provide information about its date, form and construction, and investigation of the 
interior could contribute to our understanding of how it was used and how this may have 
changed over time. Buried artefacts and palaeoenvironmental evidence can contribute to our 
understanding of how people lived and worked, the extent and nature of trade and exchange, 
and the nature of the agricultural economy in this vicinity. The monument has the potential to 
contribute to our understanding of the nature of Iron Age settlement and the design and 
development of these small defended settlements.

Contextual characteristics
This type of defended settlement characterises much of the coastal occupation of Argyll and 
Atlantic Scotland in later prehistory. Duns belong to a much broader category of later 
prehistoric defended settlement, which includes brochs, forts, crannogs, duns and hut circles. 
Altogether, over 500 later prehistoric settlements are known in Argyll. It is believed that duns 
represent the remains of the living spaces of small groups or single families. They are largely a 
coastal phenomenon and they tend to be located on locally high ground, along prominent 
coastal routes or within easy reach of the coast, as in this case.

Dun an Trinnse is one of a cluster of five similar duns on Gigha, which together offer high 
potential to investigate the relationships between a group of broadly contemporary 
strongholds in an island setting. Researchers have suggested that duns are often positioned for 
their seaward views, their visibility to seafarers, and sometimes their inter-visibility. Dun an 
Trinnse occupies a sentinel position with extensive views westwards over the sea channel and 
a line of sight to Islay and Jura; it would also have been clearly visible from the sea. This 
monument has high potential to contribute to our understanding of the Iron Age occupation of 
Gigha, Kintyre and further afield.

Associative characteristics
The dun is depicted on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey map where it is labelled 'Fort'.

National Importance
This monument is of national importance because it has an inherent potential to make a 
significant addition to our understanding of the past, in particular, the design and construction 
of later prehistoric defended settlements and their place in the wider economy, society and 
landscape. There is good potential for well-preserved archaeological remains to survive on the 
site. These buried remains can tell us much about the people who built and lived in the dun, 
and the connections they had with other groups. The loss of the monument would significantly 
diminish our future ability to appreciate and understand the occupation of Argyll in the later 
prehistoric and historic periods.

References
Bibliography

RCAHMS 1971, The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland. 
Argyll: an inventory of the ancient monuments: volume 1: Kintyre, p 82, no 199. Edinburgh.
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Asset/Event Number 315

Asset/Event Name Dunan an t-Seasgain, dun 465m WNW of Drumyeonmore Farm, Gigha

Type of Asset/Event Prehistoric domestic and defensive: dun

Listing No./NRHE Number SM3227

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 164929

Northing 650676

Parish Gigha And Cara

Council Argyll And Bute

Description The monument comprises a prehistoric dun likely to date to the Iron Age (between 500 BC and 
AD 500). The dun is visible as a sub-oval enclosure sited on the summit of an isolated rocky 
knoll in the island of Gigha, at a height of 45m above sea level. Overall the dun measures 
approximately 35m by 24m. The dun is located inland, towards the centre of the island, but 
has extensive views over the sea channel E of Gigha and beyond, to the Kintyre peninsula. The 
monument was first scheduled in 1972, but the documentation does not meet modern 
standards: the present rescheduling rectifies this.

The area to be scheduled is an irregular polygon on plan, to include the remains described 
above and an area around them within which evidence relating to the monument's 
construction, use and abandonment may survive, and adjoining land essential for the 
monument's support and preservation, as shown in red on the accompanying map. The 
scheduling extends up to but does not include the post-and-wire fence to the N of the knoll.

Statement of National Importance

Cultural Significance
The monument's cultural significance can be expressed as follows:

Intrinsic characteristics
The dun enclosure occupies the summit of a locally distinctive knoll and takes advantage of the 
natural defence afforded by steep rocky slopes to the N, W and E. Access is relatively easy up a 
gentler slope from the SW, where the 0.9m wide entrance is situated. The low turf-covered 
enclosure wall encloses a space approximately 29m N-S by 18m transversely. The wall-line is 
intact, though reduced to a band of stony debris up to 2.7m wide around much of the circuit, 
with inner and outer facing stones visible intermittently. In the SW quadrant, however, an 
impressive 4m length of the outer wall's lower courses is exposed immediately E of the 
entrance, standing over 1m high; one particularly massive block measures 1.9m in length. The 
interior is roughly level and largely featureless, except in the NW where the remains of an oval 
or sub-oval building appear to abut the enclosure wall. In the SE, stones protruding from the 
inner face may represent the remains of another structure.

Overall, the footprint of the monument is intact and it survives in good condition. There is high 
potential for the survival of buried deposits and features beneath and beyond the dun wall and 
within the interior. Future examination of the site could provide information about its date, 
form and construction, and investigation of the interior could contribute to our understanding 
of how it was used and how this may have changed over time. Buried artefacts and 
palaeoenvironmental evidence can contribute to our understanding of how people lived and 
worked, the extent and nature of trade and exchange, and the nature of the agricultural 
economy in this vicinity. The monument has the potential to contribute to our understanding 
of the nature of Iron Age settlement and the design, development and use of these small 
defended settlements.

Date and/or Period
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Contextual characteristics
The dun here is a type of defended settlement which characterises much of the coastal 
occupation of Argyll and Atlantic Scotland in later prehistory. These duns belong to a much 
broader category of later prehistoric settlement, which includes brochs, forts, crannogs, duns 
and hut circles. Altogether, over 500 later prehistoric settlements are known in Argyll. It is 
believed that duns represent the remains of living spaces of small groups or single families. 
This is a particularly interesting example because of its position among a small cluster of five 
similar duns on Gigha.

Researchers have suggested that the position of duns is significant for their seaward outlook, 
their likely intervisibility and their visibility to seafarers. Dunan an t Seasgrain is unusual in 
being located inland, but it has good seaward views to the E and its position near the centre of 
the island may indicate that it served more than one family or group. Further study here could 
investigate the inter-relationships with the other, broadly contemporary strongholds in Gigha 
and with comparable sites in Islay and Jura and on the Argyll mainland.

This monument is of national importance because it has an inherent potential to make a 
significant addition to our understanding of the past, in particular, the design and construction 
of later prehistoric defended settlements and their place in the wider economy and society. 
There is high potential for well-preserved archaeological remains to survive on the site and 
along the SW access route. These buried remains can tell us much about the people who built 
and lived here and the connections they had with other groups. The loss of the monument 
would significantly diminish our future ability to appreciate and understand the occupation of 
Argyll in the later prehistoric and historic periods.

References
Bibliography

RCAHMS records the site as NR65SW 5. West of Scotland Archaeology Service records the site 
as WOSASPIN 3221.
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RCAHMS 1971, The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland. 
Argyll: an inventory of the ancient monuments: volume 1: Kintyre, Edinburgh.

Asset/Event Number 316

Asset/Event Name Dun Chibhich, fort 400m NW of Druimyeonbeg, Gigha

Type of Asset/Event Prehistoric domestic and defensive: fort (includes hill fort and promontory fort)

Listing No./NRHE Number SM3230

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 164519

Northing 650069

Parish Gigha And Cara

Council Argyll And Bute

Description Cultural Significance
The monument's cultural significance can be expressed as follows:

Intrinsic characteristics
The fort survives in a stable and relatively good condition, in an area of rough grazing. It takes 
advantage of the natural defence offered by near-vertical rock faces around its northern end 

Date and/or Period
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and very steep drops to the W and E. The only easy approach is from the SW. This natural 
defence is enhanced by a sub-oval, outer wall around the fort's southern circuit. The enclosure 
wall remains an impressive and substantial feature. It stands more than 1m in height and is 
over 3m wide in places. There is a well-defined entrance, 1.5m wide, in the SE part of the wall 
circuit, with a step or threshold at the mouth of the entrance passage. Most of the walling is 
obscured by vegetation, but in places the lower courses are visible. Vegetation also obscures 
the remains of any buildings and structures surviving in the interior, although a sunken court 
measuring 13.5m by 7.5m has been recorded previously, immediately inside the entrance.

This fort is of particular interest because of its larger than usual size and, consequently, the 
possible variety of functions it performed for its prehistoric builders and occupants. Elsewhere, 
similar forts have been shown to have a greater time-depth than is obvious from the above-
ground remains, sometimes with the discovery of Bronze Age (earlier) and medieval (later) 
artefacts and structures, as well as different phases of Iron Age use. Dun Chibhich may also 
have been in use over an extended period. Given the good state of preservation of the 
enclosing wall and the relative remoteness of the location, it is likely that substantial buried 
remains may survive here, including buildings and occupation debris. The site has high 
potential to enhance our understanding of the origins, date, nature and development 
sequence of large defensive sites in western Scotland. Buried deposits, features and structures 
can elucidate the economic and agricultural basis of the settlement, provide insights into the 
contacts and social status of the people who built and occupied the site, and allow us to 
determine the duration of occupation of the fort.

Contextual characteristics
The word 'dun' is commonly applied to smaller defensive structures than Dun Chibhich, 
typically those less than 20m in diameter, which are likely to have been the homesteads of 
single families. The classification of Iron Age strongholds in Scotland is an ongoing topic of 
debate among researchers, but Dun Chibhich is considered to be a fort because of its size. 
Forts are much less common than duns in western Scotland, representing around 10% of the 
total number of defensive enclosures. This fort is one of a cluster of five broadly 
contemporary, but smaller defensive sites in Gigha, all of which are named as duns, including 
the coastal dun at Dun an Trinnse 930m to the NNW and another dun in the interior of the 
island, Dunan an t Seasgain, 745m to the NE. Researchers have suggested that the location of 
forts and duns is significant and that they were deliberately positioned to be intervisible, and 
were also intended both to be visible from the sea and to command good views out to sea. 
Dun Chibhich has a prominent position on the island atop one of the highest knolls, from 
where there are commanding views not only to Islay, Jura and Kintyre to the E, but also across 
the western and eastern sea channels which flank Gigha. Further study of Dun Chibhich and its 
function alongside the cluster of smaller duns in Gigha has high potential to enhance our 
understanding of the date, settlement pattern and use of defensive sites in the later prehistoric 
period.

Associative characteristics
Dun Chibhich is traditionally said to be the approximate location of a 'giant's grave', that of a 
local chieftain Kifi who, according to folklore, is buried in a stone enclosure to the S of the fort. 
A substantial sub-rectangular structure is visible in aerial photographs to the S of the fort, but 
no recorded archaeological evidence is available for its date or function.

National Importance
The monument comprises a prehistoric fort, likely to date to the Iron Age (between 500 BC and 
AD 500). The fort survives as a substantial turf-covered wall enclosing an area of approximately 
37m by 25m, with associated buried remains. The fort is located in the centre of the island of 
Gigha and occupies a rocky knoll crowning the NE end of a prominent ridge at 45m above sea 
level. It has extensive views in all directions. The monument was first scheduled in 1972, but 
the documentation does not meet modern standards: the present rescheduling rectifies this.

The area to be scheduled is circular on plan, measuring 70m in diameter, to include the 
remains described above and an area around them within which evidence relating to the 
monument's construction, use and abandonment may survive, and adjoining land essential for 
the monument's support and preservation, as shown in red on the accompanying map.
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Statement of National Importance
The monument is of national importance as a good example of a later prehistoric fortification, 
with its natural defences enhanced by a substantial stone wall. It has an inherent potential to 
make a significant addition to our understanding of the past, in particular of defensive sites in 
western Scotland and its islands and in the Irish Sea region. Dun Chibhich has particular 
importance as the largest defended site on Gigha among a group of broadly contemporary 
strongholds. There is high potential for well-preserved archaeological remains to survive within 
and immediately outside the fort. The loss of the monument would significantly diminish our 
ability to appreciate and understand early Scottish communal fortifications.
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Asset/Event Number 317

Asset/Event Name Cnoc na Carraigh,inscribed stone NE of

Type of Asset/Event Crosses and carved stones: inscribed stone

Listing No./NRHE Number SM259

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 164264

Northing 648177

Parish Gigha And Cara

Council Argyll And Bute

Description From Canmore ID: 38529

A four-sided granite pillar 1.7m high bearing an Ogam inscription on its NW edge; the sides of 
the pillar measure 0.25m to 0.31m at the base and 0.20m to 0.23m at the top. What appears 
to have been the same stone was described by Martin (1934) in the late 17th century as being 
about 3m high, and although his estimate is probably exaggerated it is known that a piece of 
the top was broken off when the stone was knocked down about 1845. Some twenty years 
later if fell again and on this occasion it was not re-erected precisely on the original site, but 
close to it (Rhys 1901).
The Ogam inscription is defaced by a series of holes on the base-line, but Professor K H Jackson 
suggests, very tentatively, that it may have read 'the son of Coiceile' and says it is probably not 
older than the 7th century.
J Rhys 1901; M Martin 1934; RCAHMS 1971, visited 1966.

Date and/or Period

Asset/Event Number 318

Asset/Event Name Achamore House, old parish church 230m N of

Type of Asset/Event Ecclesiastical: church

Listing No./NRHE Number SM3307

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Date and/or Period
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Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 164319

Northing 648096

Parish Gigha And Cara

Council Argyll And Bute

Description From Canmore ID 38518

These are the remains of the former parish-church of Gigha and Cara, which was dedicated to 
St Cathan and probably dates from the 13th century. The structure appears still to have been 
in use about the year 1695, but some time during the early 18th century it was replaced by 
another building standing upon a different site. (NR 648 487) The church stands within a burial-
ground and although roofless, the structure is fairly well-preserved the N and E walls standing 
to their original heights, and the W and S walls to an average height of about 1.5m. Some of 
the masonry has been restored or consolidated at a comparatively recent period. The church, 
which is unicameral, is of simple rectangular plan and measures 11.6m from W to E by 6.1m 
transversely over walls some 0.8m in thickness. The masonry is of random rubble laid in lime 
mortar with window dressings of dark red and coarse-grained yellow sandstone. An opening 
towards the W end of the S wall marks the position of the original entrance-doorway, of which 
nothing now remains. The font, an irregularly octagonal basin of schist, has been set up at NR 
647 489. A broken, Early Christian cross illustrated by White in 1875 and described by Muir in 
1885 as being 1.5m long, has now disappeared from the burial-ground. The earliest 
tombstones remaining are 14th to 15th century. A spring situated on the east side of the 
roadway a few metres to the south of the burial-ground is said to have been known as St 
Cathan's Well (Anderson 1939).
T P White 1875; T S Muir 1885; R S G Anderson 1939; RCAHMS 1971, visited 1966.

St Cathan's Church is as described and illustrated by RCAHMS. The font, as described and 
illustrated by RCAHMS, now lies in the present church at NR 6472 4898.
No further information was found concerning the Early Christian cross. The location of St 
Cathan's Well cannot be given with certainty. From Anderson's description the spring shown 
on the OS 6"map, (1924) at NR 6435 4806 would seem the likely site, but this spring is in fact a 
slight issue of water into a ditch. The nearby well shown on OS 6" map (1924) at NR 6432 4807 
is now completely covered over. It is reported (information from Betty McNeill, Keil Cottage, 
Gigha) to have been a well built structure with steps leading down into it, and was probably St 
Cathan's Well though that name is not known locally.
Visited by OS (J B) 18 January 1978.

Asset/Event Number 319

Asset/Event Name Ardlamey,cairn 800m SW of

Type of Asset/Event Prehistoric ritual and funerary: cairn (type uncertain)

Listing No./NRHE Number SM3397

HER Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 163089

Northing 648254

Parish Gigha And Cara

Council Gigha And Cara

Description From Canmore ID 38524

Date and/or Period
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This cairn (Fig. 19) is situated at a height of some 10 m O.D. on a heather covered rock-ridge 
just under 800 m SW. of Ardlamey farmhouse. Approximately circular on plan, it has a mean 
diameter of 14 m and stands to a maximum height of 1.1 m. It has been severely robbed of its 
stone, presumably in order to build the nearby field-dyke, but four kerb-stones are still visible 
in situ. A side slab and an end slab of a central cist, aligned NNE. and SSW., are in their original 
positions and the second side-slab now leans slightly inwards. Before planning, this cist was 
excavated by one of the Commission's officers and the position from which the missing end-
slab had been taken was found to be clearly visible (1). There was no trace of the stone or 
stones which had formed the cover of the cist.

The slabs which remain in situ on the N. and E. both measure 2.03 m in length, 0.18 m in 
thickness, and 1.04 m and 1.25 m in height respectively. The W. slab, which has tilted inwards, 
measures 1.75 m in length, 1.07 m in height and between 0.1 m and 0.15m in thickness. 
Excavation revealed the packing boulders that had been behind the S. slab and indicated that 
the cist had measured about 1.8 m by 1.2 m internally. The E. and W. stones were based on 
the natural rock, but the N. slab rested on a layer of sand and gravel about 0.3 m in thickness 
which filled the irregularities of the bed-rock floor. In this filing there were quantities of 
pebbles and flakes of white quartz, which would appear to have been deliberately introduced 
since a number of quartz chips were also found between the backing-stones of the missing 
slab. Four tiny fragments of cremated bone were discovered in the upper part of the filing, but 
there were no other finds of any kind. The cist is unusually large for a Bronze Age cist, but for a 
possible analogy see No. 84 [NR62NE 6].

RCAHMS 1971, visited September 1967.
630482 ccxxxiv NE (unnoted)
(1) The Commissioners are indebted to Mr. Robert Blackwood, Ardlamey, for permission to 
undertake this work.

 


